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ALL WARDS 

6.1 REPORT OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS DECIDED UNDER 
DELEGATION  

SUMMARY:  Manager – City Planning & Building (Paul Dickie) 

Details of planning applications considered under delegation are referred 
for information.  It is recommended that the items be noted. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the planning applications decided under delegation report (between 
1 March to 31 March 2017) be noted. 

REPORT 

Details of planning applications decided under delegation from 1 March to 31 
March 2017 are attached.  The applications are summarised as follows:  

 

Application Type No 

Building & Works: Residential 

 Other   

  6 

  5 

Units 11 

Tree Removal/Pruning 13 

Subdivision   8 

Single Dwelling   4 

Change of Use   3 

Signage   2 

Fencing   1 

Liquor Licence   1 

Removal of Easement   1 

TOTAL  55 

Report Prepared By: Acting Manager – City Planning & Building  
 (Paul Dickie) 

Report Authorised By: Director – City Development  
(Angelo Kourambas) 
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Knox City Council 
Planning Applications Decided by Responsible Officer 

1 – 31 March 2017 

    Ward No/Type Address Description Decision 

Baird 2016/6661 769-771Burwood Highway 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Development of the land for 
six (6) double storey and 
two (2) single storey 
dwellings (total eight (8) 
dwellings) 

3/03/2017  
Refused 

Baird 2017/9031 47 Western Road 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Pruning of one (1) 
Eucalyptus cephalocarpa 

16/03/2017  
Approved 

Baird 2017/6022 249 Dorset Road 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Liquor licence 15/03/2017  
Approved 

Baird 2017/6098 50 Loretto Avenue 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Two (2) lot subdivision 
(Approved Unit 
Development) 

8/03/2017  
Approved 

Baird 2016/6042 50 Rowson Street 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Construction of two double 
storey dwellings on a lot 

28/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Baird 2017/6090 9 Edelmaier Street 
BAYSWATER  VIC  3153 

Buildings and works - 
Covered outdoor area, 
fencing, and widening of 
accessway 

20/03/2017  
Approved 

Baird 2017/6041 2C/881-887 Burwood 
Highway 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Change of use to indoor 
recreation facility (fitness 
studio) and internal 
alterations 

30/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Chandler 2017/9024 8 Stewart Street 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Boundary fence 1/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2016/6348 14 Bambury Street 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Development of the land for 
five (5) double storey 
dwellings and the removal of 
vegetation 

3/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Chandler 2017/9029 10 Stanley Street 
THE BASIN  VIC  3154 

Removal of one (1) 
Liquidambar styraciflua 

14/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2017/9025 70 Mount View Road 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Pruning of one (1)  Leyland 
Cypress tree 

7/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2017/9027 2/41 Harcourt Road 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Removal of 1 Tree 
(Eucalyptus robusta) 

9/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2017/9038 2/432 Dorset Road 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

The pruning of one 
Brachychiton spp. (Bottle 
tree) 

28/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2017/9033 6 The Grove 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Removal of one Corymbia 
ficifolia 

22/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2017/6132 2 Dorrigo Drive 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

Removal of one Eucalyptus 
viminalis and the pruning of 
one Eucalyptus viminalis 

16/03/2017  
Approved 

Chandler 2016/6786 3 Brown Street 
BORONIA  VIC  3155 

The construction of a single 
storey dwelling and removal 
of associated vegetation 

23/03/2017  
Approved 
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Ward No/Type Address Description Decision 

Collier 2017/9022 7 Cheviot Close 
WANTIRNA  VIC  3152 

Two (2) lot subdivision 2/03/2017  
Approved 

Collier 2016/6715 27 Gresford Road 
WANTIRNA  VIC  3152 

Development of the land for 
two (2) double storey 
dwellings 

15/03/2017  
Approved 

Dinsdale 2016/6912 Nursing Home 
31 Elizabeth Street 
BAYSWATER  VIC  3153 

Alterations and additions to 
existing aged care facility 

14/03/2017  
Approved 

Dinsdale 2017/9037 1/25 Stud Road,  
BAYSWATER  VIC  3153 

Buildings and works for a 
first floor office 

31/03/2017 
Approved 

Dobson 2016/6867 31 The Crescent 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Construction of a two storey 
dwelling and associated 
buildings and works 

1/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2017/6047 13 Alexandra Street 
UPPER FERNTREE 
GULLY  VIC  3156 

Buildings and works for a 
dwelling addition 

3/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2017/6035 33 Mount View Road 
UPPER FERNTREE 
GULLY  VIC  3156 

Dwelling addition, alfresco 
area, carport and garage 

9/03/2017 
Approved 

Dobson 2017/9026 17 McGuigan Grove 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Removal of one Leyland 
Cypress tree 

6/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2016/6457 1143 Burwood Highway 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Development of the land for 
four (4) double storey 
dwellings and creation of 
access to a Category 1 
Road 

15/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2017/6074 45 Willow Road 
UPPER FERNTREE 
GULLY  VIC  3156 

Buildings and works 
(alterations and additions to 
existing dwelling) 

20/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2016/6900 27 Blackwood Park Road 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Development of the land for 
a double storey dwelling and 
the removal of vegetation 

30/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2017/9032 11 Old Belgrave Road 
UPPER FERNTREE 
GULLY  VIC  3156 

Removal of One Blue Gum 
Tree 

23/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2016/6819 15 Hutton Avenue 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Development of the land for 
two single storey dwellings, 
vegetation removal and a 
two lot subdivision. 

28/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Dobson 2016/6326 31 Glenfern Road 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Use and construction of a 
child care centre, car 
parking reduction and 
vegetation removal 

17/03/2017  
Refused 

Dobson 2017/9028 CB234 Community House 
22 Willow Road 
UPPER FERNTREE 
GULLY  VIC  3156 

Buildings and works in a 
Heritage Overlay 

17/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2016/6718 103 Glenfern Road 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Buildings and works 
(construction of a shed) 

23/03/2017  
Approved 
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Ward No/Type Address Description Decision 

Dobson 2017/6051 42 Sherwood Way 
LYSTERFIELD  VIC  3156 

Buildings and works 
(construction of a dwelling) 

22/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2017/9035 19 The Glen 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Removal of one tree 23/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2017/9039 30 Mont Albert Road 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Removal of one Eucalyptus 
ovata 

29/03/2017  
Approved 

Dobson 2016/6925 1st Floor 2/1057 Burwood 
Highway,  
FERNTREE GULLY 
 VIC  3156 

Change of use - Indoor 
sports and recreation facility 
(Dance and Cheerleading 
Studio) 

20/03/2017 
Notice of 
Decision 

Dobson 2017/6097 962 Burwood Highway, 
Ferntree Gully 

Installation of advertising 
signage 

31/03/2017 
Approved 

Friberg 2017/6071 11 Elton Road 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

2 lot subdivision (Approved 
Unit Site) 

1/03/2017  
Approved 

Friberg 2015/6919 17 Rickards Avenue 
KNOXFIELD  VIC  3180 

Removal of part drainage 
and sewerage easement E-
1 

3/03/2017  
Approved 

Friberg 2016/6880 1852 Ferntree Gully Road & 
10 Adele Avenue 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Thirteen lot subdivision 
(Approved Unit Site) 

3/03/2017  
Approved 

Friberg 2017/9016 4 Coromandel Crescent 
South 
KNOXFIELD  VIC  3180 

Two lot subdivision 9/03/2017 
Approved 

Friberg 2016/6607 19 Mountain Gate Drive 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

The construction of two (2) 
double storey dwellings on 
the land 

22/03/2017  
Approved 

Friberg 2016/6737 7 Gaydon Street 
FERNTREE GULLY  VIC  
3156 

Development of the land for 
two (2) dwellings (1 single 
storey and 1 double storey) 

20/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Friberg 2017/9036 1/40 Kathryn Road 
KNOXFIELD  VIC  3180 

Removal of one Corymbia 
maculata (Spotted Gum) 

27/03/2017  
Refused 

Scott 2017/9012 14 Wolf Street 
WANTIRNA SOUTH  VIC  
3152 

Develop the land for the 
construction of a one (1) 
dwelling in a Special 
Building Overlay 

20/03/2017  
Approved 

Scott 2016/6578 20 Philip Road 
KNOXFIELD  VIC  3180 

Development of a double 
storey dwelling to the rear of 
the existing dwelling 

28/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Taylor 2016/6366 5 Tarwin Court 
ROWVILLE  VIC  3178 

Development of a double 
storey dwelling to the rear of 
the existing dwelling and 
second storey extension to 
the existing dwelling 

2/03/2017     
Notice of     
Decision 

Taylor 2016/6559 10 Provence Rise 
LYSTERFIELD  VIC  3156 

Development of the land for 
a double storey dwelling 

16/03/2017  
Approved 
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Ward No/Type Address Description Decision 

Tirhatuan 2016/6845 33 Avalon Road 
ROWVILLE  VIC  3178 

Three (3) lot subdivision 
(Approved Unit Site) 

2/03/2017  
Approved 

Tirhatuan 2016/6769 711 Stud Road 
SCORESBY  VIC  3179 

The construction of six (6) 
triple storey dwellings and 
alteration of access to a 
road zone category 1 

3/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Tirhatuan 2017/6038 7/1488 Ferntree Gully Road 
KNOXFIELD  VIC  3180 

The erection of two (2) 
business identification signs 

15/03/2017  
Approved 

Tirhatuan 2016/6844 3/5 Kelletts Road 
ROWVILLE  VIC  3178 

Change of Use (dance 
studio) 

15/03/2017  
Notice of 
Decision 

Tirhatuan 2017/6105 2 Leagh Court 
SCORESBY  VIC  3179 

Two lot subdivision 
(Approved Unit 
Development) 

9/03/2017  
Approved 

Tirhatuan 2017/9034 13 Tetragona Quadrant 
ROWVILLE  VIC  3178 

Remove one tree 22/03/2017  
Approved 

Tirhatuan 2017/9030 29 George Street 
SCORESBY  VIC  3179 

Two lot subdivision 20/03/2017  
Approved 

 
 
Total:  55 
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COLLIER WARD 

6.2 APPLICATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF FOUR (4) DOUBLE 
STOREY DWELLINGS AT 7 MINT STREET, WANTIRNA (Application No. 
P/2016/6624) 

1. SUMMARY:  
 

Land: 7 Mint Street, Wantirna 
Applicant: Petridis Cornetta Architects 
Proposed Development: Construction of four (4) double storey 

dwellings 
Existing Land Use: Residential  
Area/Density: 987m2/1:246m2 
Zoning: General Residential Zone – Schedule 2 
Overlays: None 
Local Policy: Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) 

Development in Residential Areas and 
Neighbourhood Character Policy 

Application Received: 7 September 2016 
Objections: 13 
PCC Meeting: 21 February 2017 
 
Assessment: 

 

An application for review of Council’s failure to make a decision within the 
prescribed timeframes of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 has been 
lodged with the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal. 

It is considered that the proposal does not respect the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character for the area and is inconsistent with the outcomes 
sought for the Knox Neighbourhood areas.   

The proposal is inconsistent with the Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) and 
Council’s Development in Residential Areas and Neighbourhood Character 
Policy.  The proposal is also non-compliant with ResCode Standards, 
particularly neighbourhood character and residential policy.  

The proposal does not achieve the purpose of the General Residential Zone - 
Schedule 2 to respect existing or preferred neighbourhood character. 

On balance it is considered that the proposal does not respond well to State 
and Local Planning Policies.  If Council were in a position to decide on the 
application, it is recommended that a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a 
Planning Permit would have been issued.  
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

2. BACKGROUND  

2.1 Subject Site and Surrounds 

The location of the subject site is shown in Appendix A.  

 The subject site is located on the south-western corner of Mint Street and 
Toni Court, in Wantirna. The corner site is rectangular, with a frontage to 
Mint Street of 22.96 metres, a corner splay of 5.82 metres, a frontage to 
Toni Court of 38.9 metres and length of 19.22 metres along the western 
boundary.  The total site area is 987m2.  

 The subject site currently contains a single storey brick dwelling and 
attached carport, with a detached garage and shed to the rear of the 
dwelling.  Vehicle access is via a single crossover on the western 
boundary of Mint Street.   

 The subject site and surrounds are located within an established 
residential area, predominately single storey, with generous landscaped 
setbacks to the front, side and rear of dwellings.   

 The front yard contains established vegetation including mature exotic 
trees.  A prominent feature of the area are the exotic street trees, which 
line the surrounding streets. Two established street trees exist along the 
Toni Court frontage, and one established street tree exists on the Mint 
Court frontage.  There are also two recently planted street trees, of the 
same species, on the Toni Court frontage. 

2.2 The Proposal 

(Refer to attached plans at Appendix B) 
 
The proposal seeks permission for the construction of four (4) double storey 
dwellings. Details are as follows:  
 

 The maximum building height is 7.6 metres. 
 

 Dwellings 1 and 2 are attached, fronting Mint Street and setback a 
minimum 7.8 metres.  Dwellings 3 and 4 are attached, fronting Toni Court 
and are setback a minimum 4.5 metres.   

 All dwellings are provided with a single garage or carport and tandem car 
space.  Dwelling 1 will utilise the existing crossover on Mint Street, while 
Dwelling 2 will be provided with a new crossover centrally located on Mint 
Street.  Dwellings 3 and 4 will be provided with a new crossover to each 
dwelling via Toni Court.   
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

 All dwellings contain a bedroom, open kitchen, dining and living, bathroom 
and laundry at ground level, with two (2) bedrooms, two (2) bathrooms and 
rumpus/landing at first floor.     

 Private open space has been provided at ground level for each dwelling, 
with convenient access from the combined living/dining room.  The private 
open space to Dwellings 1 and 2 has a northern orientation, is located to 
the rear of the dwellings, and abuts Dwelling 3.  The private open space 
to Dwellings 3 and 4 has a southern orientation. 

 The dwellings are to be constructed with face brickwork at ground level, 
light weight cladding to first floors and pitched, tiled roofs.   

 Existing vegetation within the frontage is nominated to be retained, 
including the two street trees on Toni Court.  The street tree on Mint Street 
is shown to be removed to facilitate the centrally located crossover. 

3. CONSULTATION 

3.1 Advertising 

The application was advertised by way of a sign on the site and notices sent to 
adjoining property owners and occupiers. Thirteen (13) objections to the 
application were received, and are summarised below: 

Single garage is inadequate for each dwelling 

 The car parking requirements at Clause 52.06 of the Knox Planning Scheme 
require two (2) car parking spaces for a dwelling with three (3) or more 
bedrooms, with one (1) car space to be undercover.  Each dwelling is 
provided with a single garage and tandem car space. This complies with 
Clause 52.06 of the Knox Planning Scheme. 

Traffic and parking congestion 

 Council’s Traffic Engineers have not raised any concern with traffic 
generation.  It is considered that the surrounding street network can absorb 
the additional traffic generated by the proposed development.   

 The proposal has provided the parking requirement in accordance with 
Clause 52.06 of the Knox Planning Scheme.  It is not expected that the 
proposal would result in parking congestion. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Overdevelopment 

 The proposal is considered to be an overdevelopment of the land. 

Safety 

 There are no safety concerns with the proposed development. 

Setbacks to boundaries are inadequate 

 While setbacks to boundaries comply with the ResCode Standard, from a 
neighbourhood character perspective and respecting the prevailing scale of 
buildings within the street, the proposed setbacks to boundaries are 
inadequate. 

Loss of property value 

 This is not a valid objection ground. 

Neighbourhood character 

 The proposal does not respect the existing or preferred neighbourhood 
character for the area.  This is discussed further at Section 4.2 of the report. 

Visual bulk 

 From a streetscape perspective and respecting existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character, the scale of the proposal is considered to be 
visually bulky.   

Loss of daylight 

 The proposal complies with ResCode Standards B19 (Daylight to Existing 
Windows) and B21 (Overshadowing open space objective). 

Loss of views 

 There are no controls within the Knox Planning Scheme that would protect 
views that rely on views across the subject site, and insofar as double storey 
development is proposed within a typical residential environment, there are 
no views that would be unreasonably impacted upon.   

Increase in noise 

 Any increase in noise would be residential in nature and is not expected to 
be unreasonable in a residential context. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Construction noise and traffic 

 It is expected that during construction there will be a temporary increase in 
noise and traffic.  Standard conditions on any permit to issue will require that 
any off-site amenity impacts are managed appropriately.  Construction noise 
and hours are also governed by Environmental Protection Authority 
regulations. 

Impact on existing infrastructure 

 There is nothing to suggest that existing infrastructure within this area is not 
capable of absorbing additional growth.   

 In relation to the existing stormwater system, a condition on any permit to 
issue would require that stormwater flows are detained on site to peak pre-
development flows, before being released into the system so as not to 
overload the existing stormwater system. 

Increase in number of people living in a court/overcrowding 

 An increase in the number of people living in an area is projected within 
State Planning Policies contained in the Planning Scheme, as additional 
housing needs to be accommodated within existing residential areas to cater 
for a rising population.   

Lack of diversity 

 Although all dwellings are provided with three (3) bedrooms, the 
development proposes alternative forms of housing styles and sizes to cater 
for the changing needs of the community. 

Location of waste bins on the street 

 There is adequate area within the road reserve for the placement of bins for 
the proposed dwellings. 

Removal of street trees 

 The proposal will result in the removal of all established street trees within 
the road reserve abutting the subject site.  This is considered a poor design 
responsive and is not site responsive, as the consistent street tree planting 
within the estate contributes significantly to the existing neighbourhood 
character of the surrounding area.   
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

3.2 Planning Consultative Committee Meeting  

A Planning Consultative Committee (PCC) Meeting was held at the Civic Centre 
on 21 February 2017.  Fourteen (14) people signed the attendance sheet at the 
meeting.  Objectors expressed the following main concerns with the proposal: 

 Traffic and parking congestion, including access to emergency vehicles. 

 The proposal will create unacceptable safety concerns. 

 The proposal does not meet the 2015 Design Guidelines (Amendment 
C131). 

 The proposal is not consistent with neighbourhood character. 

There were no negotiated outcomes at the conclusion of the meeting.     

3.3 Referrals 

The application has been referred to the following internal referral departments 
for comment. The following is a summary of relevant advice: 

Traffic Engineer 

 Crossovers must be located 3m clear of street trees and 1m clear of all other 
assets within the road reserve. The crossovers for Dwellings 2 & 3 are both 
within 3m of street trees.  

 The plans have shown parking along the street frontage.  Parking is not 
permitted within 10m of the intersection and cars shown parked in these 
locations should be removed from the plans. 

 Standard conditions to be included on any permit to issue. 

Drainage Engineer 

 Standard conditions to be included on any permit to issue. 

Arborist 

 The Pittosporum eugenioides variegatum (Tree 7) has been shown to be 
retained, this tree/large shrub needs to be removed as the structure is very 
poor, the proposed driveway is inside the structural root zone (SRZ) and the 
encroachment into the tree protection zone (TPZ) is greater than 10% and 
the tree does not have a good long term useful life expectancy. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

 The Waterhousea floribunda (Tree 8) has been shown to be retained, this 
tree can only be retained if the proposed driveway is in the same footprint 
of the existing driveway and re-laid at grade with no excavation, otherwise 
this tree will need to be removed. The proposed path leading from the 
entrance door of Dwelling 1 cannot occur as it encroaches into the SRZ and 
the TPZ of this tree. The path needs to take the shortest route to the 
driveway. If the existing driveway is in the same envelope as of the new 
proposed driveway then it will need to be constructed of a 
porous/permeable material. 

 The Betula pendula (Tree 9) can only be retained if the proposed driveway 
is in the same envelope of the existing driveway, if not then this tree will 
need to be removed. If the existing driveway is in the same envelope as the 
new proposed driveway then it will need to be constructed of a 
porous/permeable material. 

 No vegetation on neighbouring properties will be affected. 

Assets 

 Street trees are too close to the crossovers to Dwellings 2, 3 and 4.  The 
existing side entry pit will need to be converted into a grated pit in Toni 
Court. 

Sustainability Officer 

 The Sustainable Design Assessment meets Council’s requirements and 
can be approved. 

Parks Services 

 Trees 1 is within 3 metres of the proposed cross-over and cannot remain 
within this design. The tree can be removed at cost to the applicant of 
$3,788.22. 

 Tree 2 is within 3 metres of the proposed crossover and cannot remain 
within this design.  The tree can be removed at cost to the applicant of 
$6,581.91. It would be desirable to retain this tree. 

 Trees 3 & 4 can be retained within this design.  

 Tree 5 is within 3 metres of the proposed crossover and cannot remain 
within this design.  The tree can be removed at cost to the applicant of 
$1,276.02. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

4. DISCUSSION 

This section considers the proposed development in light of the provisions of 
the Knox Planning Scheme including State and Local Planning Policies, any 
other relevant policies and objectives. 

4.1 Zoning and Overlays 

4.1.1 Zone 

General Residential 2 Zone 

The land is zoned General Residential Zone – Schedule 2. A permit is 
required for the construction two or more dwellings on the land pursuant 
to Clause 32.08-4 of the General Residential Zone – Schedule 2. 

 The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the General Residential 
Zone.  While the proposal will contribute to housing diversity, the design 
does not respect the existing or preferred neighbourhood character and 
will result in a built form that is inconsistent with the outcomes sought 
by Clause 22.07. 

Schedule 2 to the General Residential Zone varies the ResCode 
requirements for Standard B13 (Landscaping) which requires a minimum 
of one canopy tree per 175 square metres of the site area including a 
minimum of one canopy tree within each area of secluded private open 
space and one canopy tree within the front setback per 5 metres of width 
of the site. Each tree should be required to be surrounded by 20 square 
metres of permeable surface with a minimum radius of 3 metres. Up to 50 
per cent of the permeable surface may be shared with another tree. 

 It is considered that the proposed development can accommodate the 
required canopy tree planting; subject to conditions on any permit to 
issue.   

Schedule 2 to the General Residential Zone also varies the ResCode 
requirements for Standard B28 (Private Open Space) which requires the 
provision of private open space consisting of a minimum area of 80 square 
metres including one part of secluded private open space at the side or 
rear of the dwelling with a minimum area of 60 square metres with a 
minimum dimension of 5 metres with convenient access from a living 
room. 

 Each dwelling has been proposed with a minimum 80m2 of private open 
space, including a minimum 60m2 of secluded open space with a 
minimum dimension of 5 metres.  
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Schedule 2 to the General Residential Zone also varies the ResCode 
requirements for Standard B32 (Front fence height) which requires a front 
fence height of 2m to a street in a Road Zone Category 1 and 1.2m to 
other streets. 

 No front fence is proposed.  

Dwellings or residential buildings must not exceed a height of 9 metres 
(dependant on slope).  

 Complies. The proposed dwellings have a maximum height of 7.6 
metres.  

4.1.2 Overlays 

 The land is not affected by any Overlays. 

4.2 Policy Consideration 

4.2.1 State Planning Policy Framework 

State policy requires Council to integrate the range of policies relevant to 
the issues to be determined, and balance conflicting objectives in favour 
of net community benefit and sustainable development. 

Key Policies: 

Clause 15 Built Environment and Heritage – Encourages high quality 
architecture and urban design outcomes that reflect the particular 
characteristics, aspirations and cultural identity of the community; 
enhances liveability, diversity, amenity and safety of the public realm; and 
promotes attractiveness of towns and cities within broader strategic 
contexts. 

 It is considered that the proposed development will not make a 
positive contribution to the surrounding area or streetscape, with built 
form considered to be inappropriate in form and scale.  At ground 
floor, the dwellings are attached along both frontages and built to 
side boundaries, with minor separation at ground level.  This is 
compounded at first floor, with none or minimal separation, and large 
upper floors that have not been significantly setback from ground 
floor levels.  The proposal will also result in the removal of three 
established street trees, which contribute heavily to the leafy green 
character of this particular estate. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Clause 15.02 Sustainable Development – Ensure land use and 
development is consistent with the efficient use of energy and the 
minimisation of greenhouse gas emissions. 

 The proposal contributes to the consolidation of urban development 
through the provision of increased density within an existing 
residential area with good provision of urban services and transport.  

 Council’s Sustainability Officer has advised that the submitted 
Sustainable Design Assessment meets Council’s requirements.  A 
condition on any permit to issue will require the development to be 
constructed in accordance with the approved Sustainable Design 
Assessment.    

 
Clause 16 Housing – Encourage the development of well-designed 
medium-density housing that respects the neighbourhood character; 
improves housing choice; makes better use of existing infrastructure; and, 
improves energy efficiency of housing. Locate new housing in or close to 
activity centres and employment corridors and at other strategic 
development sites that offer good access to services and transport. 

 Neighbourhood character - This is discussed at Section 4.2.2 of the 
report.   

 Housing choice – The development provides for three bedroom 
dwellings with smaller open space areas than typical for the area, 
contributing to house choice. 

 Integration with infrastructure – The site is located in a fully serviced 
area. Drainage plans will be required as a condition on any permit to 
issue. 

 Energy efficiency – This has been discussed above under Clause 
15.02. 

 Location – The land is not located in an Activity Centre or Local Living 
area, where housing growth is to be directed.  The proposal to 
construct four (4) double storey dwellings does not make a positive 
contribution to the character of the area and therefore is not 
supported.  Refer to the assessment against Council’s Development 
in Residential Areas and Neighbourhood Character Policy at Section 
4.2.2 below. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Clause 18 Transport – To create a safe and sustainable transport system 
by integrating land use and transport. 

 The site is located 360 metres walking distance of Wantirna Road, 
which is serviced by Bus Route 901. 

 Bus Route No. 901 from Frankston to Melbourne Airport via Dandenong 
Station, Knox City, Ringwood, Blackburn, Greensborough, South 
Morang, Epping and Broadmeadows Stations.  Buses service to 
nearest bus stop at 15-minute intervals between 5:00am and 11:50pm 
Monday to Friday, between 6:00am and 1:10am Saturdays, and 
between 7:00am and 9:30pm on Sundays at 30-minute intervals. 

4.2.2 Local Planning Policy Framework 

Clause 21.01 Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) – encourages 
planning and development occurring with the necessary consideration to 
such matters as managing population growth, encouraging sustainable 
development and influencing the urban form so that Knox itself becomes 
more sustainable.  

All development therefore is encouraged to incorporate Ecologically 
Sustainable Design (ESD) and Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) 
principles to ensure that a sustainable urban environment is ultimately 
achieved with a strong use of existing infrastructure and to reduce 
dependence on private vehicle travel.  

 The site is located in an established urban area reasonably close to 
urban services and open space areas, where existing infrastructure 
is readily available.  

 Council’s Sustainability Officer has advised that the submitted 
Sustainable Design Assessment meets Council’s requirements.  A 
condition on any permit to issue will require the development to be 
constructed in accordance with the approved Sustainable Design 
Assessment.    

Clause 21.04 Urban Design – Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) To 
ensure that all development responds positivity to the existing patters of 
urban form and character, the landscape qualities, historic and cultural 
elements and social aspirations of the Knox community.  

 The proposal does not respect the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character and is inconsistent with the requirements 
of the MSS. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

 An assessment against Council’s Development in Residential Areas 
and Neighbourhood Character Policy (Clause 22.07) is below. While 
the development meets the private open space requirements and 
provides opportunities for meaningful landscaping, the built form 
outcome and intensity of the development is inconsistent with Clause 
22.07.  The proposed development would also result in the removal 
of the established street trees, which contribute significantly to the 
streetscape character of the area.   

Clause 21.05 – Housing This clause implements the Knox Housing 
Strategy 2015. In managing Knox’s current and future housing needs, 
Council supports a scaled approach to residential development. This 
scaled approach recognises that some parts of the City will need to 
accommodate change, due to population growth and the community’s 
changing household needs. Development in residential areas will need to 
respond positively to the desired future character of Knox. The strong 
landscape character is the unifying element of the neighbourhood 
character of Knox.  

The subject site is located within a ‘Knox Neighbourhood’ area, which has 
a sense of spaciousness within the public and private realm. These areas 
will continue to be low-scale neighbourhoods, characterised by detached 
dwellings with large backyards which contribute to the area’s green and 
leafy character. 

Objective 1 for Housing Objectives and Strategies is to support residential 
development in accordance with the Knox Housing Strategy 2015, which 
identifies a scale approach to residential development. The strategy is to 
direct housing growth toward Local Living and Activity Areas.  

 The site is not located in an Activity Centre or Local Living area, 
which housing growth is to be directed.  The site is identified in the 
Housing Framework Map to be in within a “Knox Neighbourhood 
Area” where low-scale residential development that contributes to 
the green and leafy character of the area is encouraged.  The built 
form outcome does not achieve a low-scale residential development 
that would contribute positively to the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character of the area, with attached ground and first 
floors, with minimal separation, and construction to boundaries.  The 
proposal would also result in the removal of all significant street 
trees, which contribute significantly to the green and leafy character 
of the area.   
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Objective 2 is to support a diversity of housing choice in appropriate 
locations. Strategies include encouraging a diversity of housing styles, 
types, forms and sizes to cater for the changing needs of the community.  

 The development would provide residents with alternative forms of 
housing styles and sizes to cater for the changing needs of the 
community.  

Objective 3 is to ensure the quality of housing design in Knox is improved 
to better respond to neighbourhood identify and to create a stronger sense 
of place. Strategies include ensuring that residential development 
enhances the City’s “green and leafy” image, support development that 
makes a positive contribution to the preferred future character of the area 
and that is innovative, environmentally sustainable, accessible and site 
responsive.  

 The built form outcome does not achieve a low-scale residential 
development that would contribute positively to the existing or 
preferred neighbourhood character of the area, with attached ground 
and first floors, with minimal separation.  The proposal would also 
result in the removal of all significant street trees, which contribute 
significantly to the green and leafy character of the area.  The 
proposal is not considered to be site responsive. 

Objective 4 is to protect and enhance the landscape and environmental 
values of the nature areas of significance within the municipality.  

Objective 5 is to ensure that residential development better responds to 
the community’s current and future needs, and allows people to ‘age-in-
place’ by supporting the provision of a diverse range of housing including 
smaller scale dwellings.  

 The proposal would result in the removal of established street trees, 
which are significant within the surrounding area, contributing to the 
streetscape character of the area.   

 The development provides for dwellings with smaller private open 
space areas than typical for the surrounding area, and all dwellings 
have services and a bedroom at ground level to improve accessibility 
for residents with reduced mobility.  
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Clause 22.07 – Development in Residential Areas and Neighbourhood 
Character: Knox Neighbourhood Area 

The desired future character of this area is to:  

 Continue to be low-scale neighbourhoods, characterised by 
detached houses and dual occupancies; with some villa unit 
developments on larger blocks.  

 Retain their green and leafy identity and character through the 
retention of front and back yards, and the establishment of a garden 
setting that includes canopy trees.  

The key design objectives are: 

To retain and enhance the streetscape by the planting of appropriate trees 
on private land.  

 The setbacks and open space areas within the proposed design 
provide opportunities to plant new canopy trees. A landscape plan 
will be required as a condition on any permit to issue.  

To avoid dominance of buildings from the street.  

 The proposal to construct two pairs of attached double storey 
dwellings, with one pair fronting each street and constructed to each 
boundary, with minimal setbacks at first floor, results in buildings that 
will dominate the streetscape.  The built form outcome is considered 
to be unreasonable and inconsistent with the existing or preferred 
neighbourhood character.     

To avoid the loss of front and rear garden space.  

 Dwellings are setback from the side and rear boundaries and provide 
80m2 of open space, which will ensure adequate areas for canopy 
tree planting within the front and rear gardens.  

To avoid the dominance of car storage facilities from the street.  

 Car parking facilities are located to the side or rear of the dwellings 
and will not dominate the streetscape.  

To retain large backyards for landscaping and open space.  

 Dwellings are provided with 80 m2 of open space and the setbacks 
and open space areas will accommodate new canopy tree planting.  
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

To ensure buildings reflect the prevailing scale of buildings in the street.  

 The proposed buildings do not reflect the prevailing scale of buildings 
in the street.  The built form is attached at ground and first floor, built 
to boundaries, with minimal separation at first floor.  The scale of the 
proposal is inconsistent with the existing or preferred neighbourhood 
character and would create a built form that is incongruous for the 
Knox Neighbourhood area.   

4.3 Particular Provisions 

Clause 52.06 – Car Parking 

Prior to a new use commencing or a new building being occupied the car 
parking spaces required under Clause 52.06-5 must be provided on the land or 
as approved under Clause 52.06-3 to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority. 

Clause 52.06-5 outlines the requisite amount of parking to be provided as 
follows: 

To each dwelling at a ratio of one car space to each one or two bedroom 
dwelling and two spaces for each dwelling with three or more bedrooms (with 
studies or studios that are separate rooms counted as bedrooms). 

 Each dwelling is provided with a single garage and tandem car space. 

 Visitor parking is not required. 

 The car parking provided for residents and visitors complies with Clause 
52.06.2 of the Knox Planning Scheme.  

Clause 52.06-8 details the design standards for car parking.  The provision of 
car parking should meet the design requirements of this Clause.  An 
assessment of the design standards, including any areas of non-compliance 
are considered below:  

Design Standard 1: Access ways – Can comply subject to conditions on any 
permit to issue.  The crossovers and accessways scale at 2.6 metres wide and 
would need to be 3 metres wide.  This affects the setback of the proposed 
crossovers to existing street trees, and would result in the removal of the two 
street trees within the Toni Court road reserve, as the setback of the crossover 
would be less than 3 metres from the trees.   
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Design Standard 2: Car Parking Spaces – Can comply subject to a condition on 
any permit to issue that requires the tandem space to be a minimum 5.4 metres 
in length.   

Design Standard 3: Gradients – Complies. 

Design Standard 4: Mechanical Parking – N/A. 

Design Standard 5: Urban Design – Complies. 

Design Standard 6: Safety – Complies. 

Design Standard 7: Landscaping – Complies. 

4.4 Clause 55 – Two or More Dwellings on a Lot and Residential 
Buildings (ResCode) 

Neighbourhood Character and Infrastructure 

Neighbourhood Character – Does not comply, refer to Section 4.2.2 above. 

Residential Policy – Does not comply.  The proposed development is not 
provided in accordance with policy for housing contained in the State and Local 
Planning Policy Framework, including the Municipal Strategic Statement and 
local planning policies.  

Infrastructure – Complies. A drainage plan will be required as a condition on 
any permit to issue. 

Integration with the Street – Complies.  

Site Layout and Building Massing 

Street Setback – Complies. 

Building Height – Complies. 

Site Cover/Permeability – Complies.  

Energy Efficiency – Complies.    

Open Space – Complies. 

Safety – Complies. 

Landscaping – Complies.  A condition on any permit to issue will require a 
landscape plan to be submitted to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

Access – Complies.  
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

Parking Location – Complies. 

Amenity Impacts 

Side and rear setbacks – Complies.  

Walls on boundaries – Complies. 

Daylight to existing windows/north facing windows – Complies.   

Overshadowing open space – Complies.  

Overlooking – Complies.  

Internal views – Complies.   

Noise Impacts – Complies.   

On-Site Amenity and Facilities 

Accessibility – Complies.  

Daylight to new windows – Complies.  

Private Open Space – Complies.  

Solar access – Complies. 

Storage – Complies.  

Detailed Design 

Design Detail – Complies. 

Site Services – Complies subject to a condition that would require 6 cubic 
square metres of storage to Dwellings 1 and 2.  Storage for the dwellings is 
shown under the stairs, the area and clearance will need to be clearly shown 
on the plans.  

Front fence – Complies. 

4.5 General Decision Guidelines 

Clause 65 of the Knox Planning Scheme and Section 60 of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 set out decision guidelines/matters which the 
responsible authority must consider when deciding any planning application. 

 The decision guidelines of Clause 65 of the Knox Planning Scheme and 
Section 60 of the Planning and Environment Act (1987) have been 
appropriately considered. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

5. CONCLUSION 

Clause 10.04 of the Knox Planning Scheme requires Council to balance relative 
policy objectives when making decisions to ensure resulting development is 
sustainable and achieves a net community gain. In this context, the 
development is not appropriate given the following: 

 The development is inconsistent with the outcomes and strategies for the 
Knox Neighbourhood Area as identified in Clause 21.05 (Municipal 
Strategic Statement).  

 The proposal does not comply with the purpose of the General Residential 
Zone - Schedule 2 as the development does not respect the existing or 
preferred neighbourhood character. 

 The proposal is inconsistent with Council’s Development in Residential 
Areas and Neighbourhood Character Policy (Clause 22.07 of the Knox 
Planning Scheme) in that the built form will be dominant within the 
streetscape and the scale of buildings does not respect the existing 
prevailing scale of buildings in the street. 

 The proposal will result in the removal of all significant street trees within 
the adjoining road reserve, which contribute significantly to the 
streetscape character of the surrounding area. 

 The proposal does not achieve the neighbourhood character objectives 
sought by Clause 55.02-1 and the residential policy objectives sought by 
Clause 55.02-2 (ResCode). 

 The development is inconsistent with State and Local Planning Policy 
Framework (including the Municipal Strategic Statement). 

 The development is compliant with Clause 52.06 (Car Parking) subject to 
conditions on any permit to issue.  

6. CONFIDENTIALITY 

There are no confidentiality issues associated with this report. 
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6.2 7 Mint Street, Wantirna (cont’d) 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve that: 

If Council were in a position to decide on the application that a Notice of 
Decision to Refuse to grant a Planning Permit be issued for the 
construction of four (4) double storey dwellings at 7 Mint Street, Wantirna, 
subject to the following grounds of refusal:   

 
1. The built form of the proposed development is inconsistent with the 

requirements of Clause 15.01-2 (Urban environment), Clause 21.04 
(Urban Design), Clause 21.05 (Housing) and Clause 22.07 
(Neighbourhood Character) of the Knox Planning Scheme as the 
proposal fails to achieve architectural and urban design outcomes 
that respect the existing or preferred neighbourhood character of the 
surrounding area. 

 
2. The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the General 

Residential 2 Zone. 
 
3. Non-compliance with the following objectives of Clause 55 of the 

Scheme as follows: 
 

3.1. Neighbourhood character objectives at Clause 55.02-1 of Knox 
Planning Scheme as the development is not respectful of the 
existing or preferred neighbourhood character. 

3.2. Residential policy objective at Clause 55.02-2 of Knox Planning 
Scheme as the development is in not provided in accordance 
with policy for housing contained in the State and Local 
Planning Policy Framework, including the Municipal Strategic 
Statement and local planning policies.  

 
4. The proposal would result in the removal of all significant street trees 

within the road reserve abutting the subject site, which contribute 
significantly to the streetscape character of the area. 

 
5. The proposal is an overdevelopment of the site in the context of the 

planning controls affecting the land and the existing and preferred 
neighbourhood character. 

 
 
 
Report Prepared By: Principal Planner (Renee Haddock) 
 
Report Authorised By: Director – City Development  

(Angelo Kourambas) 
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ALL WARDS 

6.3 DRAFT COMMUNITY & COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021 

SUMMARY:  Acting Manager – City Futures (Trish Winterling), 
Manager – Governance & Innovation (Fleur Cousins), Manager – 
Community Wellbeing (Kathy Parton), Manager – City Planning & Building 
(Paul Dickie), Manager – Sustainable Infrastructure (Matthew Hanrahan), 
Acting Manager Communications & Customer Service (Jude Whelan). 

This report presents the draft Knox Community & Council Plan 2017-2021 
for Councillor endorsement and release for public comment.  The draft 
Knox Community & Council Plan 2017-2021 has been developed using 
input from the State of Knox Report (2nd Edition), community engagement 
key findings, internal advice and Councillor feedback. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Approve the draft Knox Community & Council Plan 2017-2021 
(Appendix A) for public comment from 27 April to 24 May 2017; and  

2. Approve public release of the Community Plan Engagement Final 
Report (Appendix B).  

1. INTRODUCTION 

The current City Plan (incorporating Council Plan) will expire in June 2017.  The 
development of the new Draft Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021 
commenced in January 2016 and has been informed by: evidence based 
research (2nd Edition State of Knox Report); community engagement, including 
the Municipal Survey, focus groups, Community Panel and an Agency 
Workshop; and internal engagement with Councillors and Council officers. 

This report presents the draft Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021 
(Appendix A) which outlines the vision, goals, strategies and priorities for the 
whole community, including Council.  The draft Plan reflects the fact that there 
are many organisations and agencies involved in managing the municipality and 
servicing the Knox community. This draft Community & Council Plan meets the 
legislative requirements to prepare a Council Plan and develop a Public Health 
& Wellbeing Plan.   

2. DISCUSSION 

Following the completion of the research and planned community engagement 
activities, Council officers analysed the information and drafted content for the 
Community & Council Plan. 

The Draft Community & Council Plan articulates the following:  

 Vision and the goals and strategies to achieve this Vision;  
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6.3 Draft Community Plan 2017-2021 (cont’d) 

 Community targets required to measure our progress to achieving the goals 
and strategies; 

 Roles and focus for Council in achieving the community Vision; 

 Council targets required to measure our progress to achieving the goals and 
strategies; and  

 Council Plan initiatives for the next four years. 

2.1 State of Knox Report (2nd Edition)  

The State of Knox Report (2nd Edition) provides Council and the community with 
information on the ‘state of play’ in the City of Knox. It acts as a monitoring tool 
to identify progress towards Council and the community’s long term vision for 
the City and contributes to the evidence-base for the development of the draft 
Community & Council Plan 2017-21. 

The State of Knox Report (2nd Edition) was endorsed by Council on 20 
December 2016. 

2.2 Community Engagement  

During July to December 2016 community engagement, including a municipal 
survey, focus groups and Community Panel was conducted.  By way of a 
summary, Council heard from the following:   

 More than 1700 people responded to the City Plan Municipal Survey 
conducted in June 2016; 

 More than 500 people (including residents, businesses and 
community/agency groups) and children from 12 early years’ centres 
participated in focus groups; and 

 18 residents formed a Community Panel facilitated by Council, meeting on 
five occasions 

Council endorsed the Community Focus Group, Youth Focus Group and 
Municipal Survey reports at the 20 December 2016 Council Meeting.  Council 
noted the Community Panel report at the 27 March 2017 Council Meeting. 
Appendix B provides a summary of the engagement undertaken to inform the 
draft Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021. 

3. CONSULTATION 

As previously discussed in Section 2 of this report, significant community 
engagement, including the Municipal Survey, focus groups and Community 
Panel, occurred during July – December 2016, which has informed the 
development of the draft Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021.   
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6.3 Draft Community Plan 2017-2021 (cont’d) 

Councillor and internal engagement across the organisation with subject matter 
experts was also undertaken during January and February 2017. 

The Community Health & Wellbeing Advisory Committee provided feedback on 
the drafted context information contained for each goal (including the proposed 
strategies) and also provided some information on the role and focus of health 
and wellbeing lead external agencies. 

Other advisory committees have been involved during the development of the 
draft Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021. 

Key agencies and stakeholders were invited to the Community Plan 
Agency/Stakeholder Workshop (Tuesday 7 March 2017) to provide information 
for the role and focus of agencies working in the community and discuss 
partnership opportunities.   

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES 

The Community & Council Plan Project enables Council’s planning and service 
provision to respond to the specific needs of the community and enhance the 
Knox environment. 

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

The development of the Community & Council Plan is funded within 2015-16 
and 2016-17 operational budgets and will contribute to the achievement of 
Knox’s Vision, in terms of regional economic growth and local employment. The 
proposed initiatives for year 1 will form Council’s Annual Plan and are 
anticipated to be funded through the 2017-18 budget. 

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The development of the Community & Council Plan project responds to the 
specific needs of the community and will enhance the community’s health and 
wellbeing, as well as contribute to the achievement of Knox’s Vision. 

7. RELEVANCE TO CITY PLAN 2013-17 (INCORPORATING THE 
COUNCIL PLAN) 

The draft Knox Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021 replaces the current 
City Plan 2013 – 2017.  The Community & Council Plan project is specifically 
relevant to Theme 5 Democratic and Engaged communities and the objective 
‘ensure Council is well governed and demonstrates effective leadership’. 
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6.3 Draft Community Plan 2017-2021 (cont’d) 

8. CONCLUSION 

The development of the draft Knox Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021 
commenced in January 2016 and has been informed by: evidence based 
research (2nd Edition State of Knox Report); community engagement, including 
the Municipal Survey, focus groups, Community Panel and an Agency 
Workshop; and internal engagement with Councillors and Council officers. 

The draft Knox Community & Council Plan 2017 – 2021 outlines the vision, 
goals, strategies and priorities for the whole community, including Council.  The 
draft Plan reflects the fact that there are many organisations and agencies 
involved in managing the municipality and servicing the Knox community. This 
draft Community & Council Plan meets the legislative requirements to prepare 
a Council Plan and develop a Public Health & Wellbeing Plan. 

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 

There are no confidentiality issues. 

 

Report Prepared By: Acting Manager – City Futures 
 (Trish Winterling) 
 Manager – Governance & Innovation 
 (Fleur Cousins)  
 Manager – Community Wellbeing 
 (Kathy Parton) 
 Manager – City Planning & Building 
 (Paul Dickie) 
 Manager – Sustainable Infrastructure 
 (Matthew Hanrahan) 
 Acting Manager Communications & Customer 

Service (Jude Whelan) 
 
Report Authorised By: Director – City Development 
 (Angelo Kourambas)  
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6.3 Draft Community Plan 2017-2021 (cont’d) 

 
Appendices A and B circulated under separate cover 
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ALL WARDS 

6.4 PROPOSAL FOR AN ANNUAL ARCHITECTURE AWARDS AND GOOD 
DESIGN FORUM 

SUMMARY:  Director – City Development (Angelo Kourambas) 

This report is in response to: 

a) The Call Up Item (Council 23 January 2017) that a report come to April 
Council meeting outlining a process to introduce an annual 
architecture awards program to promote high quality development 
and design in the City of Knox, and 

b) The Call Up Item (Council 27 February 2017) that Council receive a 
report at the 24 April 2017 Ordinary Meeting of Council outlining how 
Council can run a ‘good design forum’ with developers who develop 
or may develop in Knox with the goals of improving the quality of 
new housing development in Knox, specifically: 

 Establishing what they want from Council to give us better 
outcomes, and 

 Establishing what Council wants from them to improve the 
efficiency of the approval system. 

This report informs Council on the Call Up Items identified above and 
other complementary initiatives available for Council to facilitate higher 
quality development and design in Knox. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:  

1. Note that good urban design outcomes are enabled through a number 
of complementary initiatives including, the proposed hosting of an 
architectural awards program and conducting a ‘good design forum’ 
with developers. 

2. Note the process outlined for conducting an architectural awards 
program, which includes an approach, suggested frequency, and cost 
estimate. 

3. Note the process outlined for conducting a ‘good design forum’ with 
developers, which includes a suggested approach and cost estimate. 

4. Endorse, prior to implementing either an ‘awards program’ or 
conducting a ‘good design forum’, the facilitation of a workshop with 
Councillors by Council’s Urban Design Advisor in May/ June 2017 to 
discuss, amongst other things, ‘what good urban design is’, and ‘how 
we enable good urban design outcomes’, and that the outcomes of 
this workshop are reported back to Council in July 2017 with a view to 
developing a Council approved ‘good urban design’ program. 
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

 Recommendation (cont’d) 

5. Consider as part of the 2018-19 Annual Budget deliberations the 
allocation of $20K biennially to prepare and manage a future ‘awards 
program’ or ‘good design forum’.  

1. INTRODUCTION 

This report provides information on the Call Up Items for an ‘annual architecture 
awards program’ and a ‘good design forum’ and other complementary initiatives 
available for Council to facilitate high quality development and design in the 
municipality. 

There is no single solution that results in high quality development and design 
outcomes instead, a combination of measures would all need to perform 
together to achieve the impacts Council desires. These initiatives may include 
the following: 

 urban design guidelines;  

 urban design trained development assessment officers;  

 ‘design mentoring’ for developers;  

 ‘good design awards’ program; and  

 regular forums that encourage an exchange of ideas and make ‘good design 
partners’ out of developers. 

As a part of undertaking the work required for this Call Up Item, officers have 
had regard to Council’s Call Up Items at Council Meetings Policy, and in 
particular, Item 6.5 which states: 

“Where preparing a report responding to a Call Up Item which will require 
more than three person days or $5,000 in costs, then the matter which is 
subject to the Call Up Item should be referred by Council to the next budget 
considerations with a supporting business case for consideration along with 
other competing priorities.” 

2. DISCUSSION 

The effectiveness of the measures highlighted in the introduction of this report 
is highly dependent on understanding what impact Council wishes to make. It 
is proposed that Council’s Urban Design Advisor facilitate a half day workshop 
involving Councillors where Council can explore ‘what good urban design is’ 
and ‘how we enable high quality development and design outcomes’ using 
measures such as conducting an ‘architectural awards program’ and a ‘good 
design forum with developers’. 
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

This report responds to Council’s two Call Up Items and outlines two possible 
measures that Council may wish to employ in order to achieve good urban 
design outcomes.  

Good Design Forum (with Developers) 

Forums focussing on urban design are commonplace today. Typically, they 
encourage dialogue between government, developers and design practitioners. 

The purpose is not only to present ideas on what constitutes ‘good design’, but 
importantly, to develop empathy for different perspectives and the different 
pressures that characterise the delivery of good development outcomes.   

For a forum of this nature to be successful, it is important that it is appropriately 
facilitated, the content is relevant, participants can engage in the experience 
and there are clear outcomes and follow up.  

With these elements in mind, the following is a possible structure or approach 
for a Knox ‘Good Design’ Forum. 

 Scene Setting (45min) - aim is to set the tone for the forum. Brief 
presentations from a Councillor, a developer, and possibly an urban design 
practitioner will help frame some of the key issues and focus for the forum. 

 Session one (45mins) – aim is to unpack perspectives regarding what good 
urban design means to both Councillors and developers. This is a 
performance-based question, it seeks to understand the impact that good 
urban design is meant to have, that is, ‘how do we know if good urban design 
has been implemented?’ 

 Session two (45min) – aim is to align what impact is being sought from good 
urban design with how this impact is achieved. 

 Bringing it together (20min) – aim is to check in one final time with all 
participants to catch any final thoughts/ reflections. This session is also be 
used to establish ‘next steps’.  

Architectural Awards Program 

Design award programs, in particular architectural awards, have become an 
increasingly popular and complementary strategy aimed at promoting good built 
form outcomes, however they do present some challenges.  
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

Specifically, there are several key issues, which need to be addressed to ensure 
they are successful and that the quality of the awards program is upheld, these 
include the: 

 frequency with which the awards program is conducted; 

 criteria used to judge entries;  

 people assigned to the judging panel; and 

 ability to attract entrants/nominees. 

There are several Councils across Melbourne, which recognise good design 
standards by conducting their own design awards program. Examples of these 
include the City of Whitehorse ‘Built Environment Awards’, City of Boroondara 
‘Urban Design Awards’, and City of Port Phillip ‘Design Awards’. 

The City of Whitehorse, which hosted its last awards program in 2015 and is 
due to host another in 2017, awards three prizes: 

 Mayors Award – is chosen by the Mayor from all shortlisted nominations and 
recognises an exemplar project, which reflects Council’s values and 
initiatives. 

 People’s Choice Award – is open to public vote and reflects the community 
values and aspirations 

 Sustainability Award – is awarded by the judging panel from all shortlisted 
nominees and recognises a project, which demonstrates commitment to 
environmentally sustainable design principles. 

They assess entries across categories such as Single house project - new 
dwelling, Single house project – renovated dwelling, ‘Multi-residential project 
(unit/townhouse/apartment), Commercial or retail project, Institutional project, 
Landscape design project, and Heritage project.  

The City of Boroondara most recently hosted an awards program in 2016 with 
six winners and six commendations recognised across five categories. It 
assessed entries on criteria such as good fit for context, innovation and 
creativity, access, sustainability, and landscape design, and was presided over 
by a judging panel comprising Councillors and urban design experts. 

These award programs, amongst other things, illustrate the diversity of built 
form elements that can be celebrated. Everything from buildings to urban 
spaces through to design strategies which are deemed to advance 
contemporary thinking. 
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

While on the one hand it’s very positive to acknowledge that great design work 
is taking place, there is also the risk that ‘awarding’ too many things will dilute 
the value of the individual award itself. This is further compounded by the fact 
that local design awards compete with award programs at State and National 
levels typically conducted by government agencies, industry peak bodies and 
tertiary institutions. 

The challenge for a new local design awards program is to develop its own 
reputation over time for astute judgment and to consider three important issues. 

Firstly, the frequency of an awards program must ensure that there is enough 
time to source quality entries. This is particularly true of local awards where the 
catchment is smaller. The time between awards is also important for an award 
recipient. It ensures that the honour of receiving an award can be traded on 
before the mantle is handed over. It is recommended that a biennial program 
(every two years) be considered. 

The second critical factor in a successful awards program is the process by 
which the award is made. Onerous and drawn out applications and judging 
processes only serve to frustrate and thereby weaken the value of the award 
itself. Further compounding this risk is the use of judging criteria, which in the 
eyes of the architectural/design profession, fails to adequately ‘judge’ 
architecture or good design. 

While the use of esoteric and overly academic criteria is not suitable for local 
awards, it is critical to the reputation of the awards program that judgement 
demonstrates a level of astuteness and thereby provides key learnings. 

The third and arguably most important factor concerns the make-up of the 
judging panel. In order to drive high architectural standards, it is critical that the 
architectural profession and the development industry are inspired to deliver the 
best.  This, in large part, is driven by the standards and therefore judgement set 
by and on behalf of the community including the architectural and development 
professions. 

Based on a review of ‘award programs’ such as PIA Urban Design Awards, 
RAIA Awards for Architecture, AILA Landscape Architecture Awards, The 
Premiers Sustainability Awards and local government ‘design awards’ such as 
those mentioned earlier, the following process and structure seeks to address 
the above issues to ensure that the reputation of a Knox Awards program is not 
compromised. 

Frequency of Awards Program 

Frequency should be every two years for reason outlined previously. While most 
National and State awards are conducted annually, they have a larger pool from 
which to source appropriate submissions. It should also be noted that in the 
case of some awards, such as the Wilkinson Award for Architecture (RAIA NSW 
Chapter), the award has frequently not been made due to the lack of worthy 
entries.  
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

Submission and Judging Process 

The following process (steps 1- 6) reflects approaches taken by other programs 
to ensure that as best as practical, the integrity of the award program is always 
upheld. 

1. Public Notification: The Awards Program is promoted via different media. 

2. Nominations: Nominations are invited from a broad cross section of the 
community. The only people ineligible to make a nomination include 
Councillors, Council Staff or State/ Federal politicians. Nominations will take 
the form of a physical submission based on standard proforma. Information 
is to be provided by a set date and in a uniform manner.  

3. First Stage Assessment: First stage assessment is conducted by the Awards 
Program Oversight Group (APOG) to ensure that submissions are  
conforming. Submission guidelines must indicate in a clear explicit manner 
what constitutes a non-conforming submission.  

4. Shortlisting: Shortlisting process will be conducted by the judging panel. This 
will be managed by the APOG. The purpose here is to ensure that only 
entries which meet the highest standards are eventually assessed. 

5. Judging: Judging will involve two components, a site visit, and a roundtable 
discussion. This process will involve the members of the judging panel only 
with a nominee from the APOG in attendance as an observer only. 

6. Award: All decisions by the judging panel will be scrutinised by the APOG to 
ensure due process was followed and that the reasoning behind an award 
reflects the agreed judging criteria. 

Governance 

There are two groups critical to the integrity of the award program, the Awards 
Program Oversight Group (APOG), and the judging panel. 

The APOG will comprise three people; two staff members and the Chair of the 
Judging Panel. The APOG would be responsible for establishing, coordinating 
and administering the awards process.  

The Judging Panel serves as the most critical governance mechanism. Most 
judging panels comprise about five members and no less than three. A standard 
composition might include Council’s Mayor (Chair), other nominated 
Councillors, design/architecture professionals (academic or practicing), and 
possibly member(s) of the public. 
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

Judging Criteria 

Based on the review of a number of design award programs, judging criteria is 
by far the most contentious and subjective of all considerations. 

There are two main components to this issue. The first concerns the 
categorisation of submissions/nominations in particular the criticism that 
projects of differing size and complexity are often judged together. 

Typically, categories reflect ‘the program’ that is being responded to. That is, 
whether it is an industrial facility or health facility or a family home. Each of these 
programs are different and require very different spatial responses. 

Category/sub-category examples might take include: 

 Single house project – renovated dwelling,  

 Multi-dwelling project (unit/townhouse/apartment),  

 Commercial or retail project,  

 Public Space/ Landscape design project.  

The other criticism of judging criteria concerns the nature of the ‘qualities we 
wish to celebrate’. The idea of ‘good architecture’ is a vexed pursuit. Like art, 
different views exist as to what is or isn’t good architecture. 

In short, architecture, not building, is highly political and the judging criteria must 
therefore be clear about the ‘values’ (architecture) it seeks to celebrate in a 
building.   

Many of Council’s values and the standards we seek to enforce and uphold are 
contained within our planning scheme and supported by other instruments such 
as Knox Urban Design Guidelines. These could be used to inform assessment 
of category entries. 

Discussions with the City of Whitehorse and City of Boroondara have identified 
very little downside to running these initiatives such award events apart from 
demands on Council resources.  The awards programs have led to the 
development of positive and proactive relationships between Council and 
developers, architect and design firms. 

3. CONSULTATION 

This report reflects internal consultation with relevant Council Officers and input 
from individuals highly experienced in the area of architecture, urban design, 
events management and stakeholder management.  Relevant officers from the 
City of Boroondara and City of Whitehorse were contacted to obtain their 
learnings and considerations of running design awards programs. 
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6.4 Proposal for an annual architecture awards and good design forum 
(cont’d) 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES 

There are no environmental or amenity issues specifically related to this report. 

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

There are financial implications with this report. An EFT of 0.2 will be 
accommodated within existing resources however, an additional budget of $20k 
is required to prepare and manage the program. Specifically, monies are 
required to, amongst others, design and produce award certificates and 
trophies, plan an event and conduct an awards ceremony. There would be a 
need for further officer support leading up to the preparation for award 
ceremony events. This includes support from the Communications Department 
for marketing and publications. 

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no direct social issues specifically related to this report. 

7. RELEVANCE TO CITY PLAN 2013-17 (INCORPORATING THE 
COUNCIL PLAN) 

The contents of this report are most applicable to, Theme 3 Vibrant and 
Sustainable Built and Natural Environment, objective 3.1 - The changing needs 
of a diverse community are supported through planned growth and change in 
housing and infrastructure that respects both built form and natural systems, as 
well as resource availability. 

8. CONCLUSION 

The use of design awards and design forums can be, constructive and cost 
effective ways of promoting the community’s values and Council’s commitment 
to design excellence. These and other possible measures will be discussed at 
a workshop for Councillors, which in turn will form the basis to a future Issues 
Briefing. 

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 

There are no confidential matters associated with this report. 
 

Report Prepared By: Manager – City Futures (Kim Rawlings) 
 

Report Authorised By: Director – City Development  
(Angelo Kourambas) 
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7. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Following the completion of business relating to Item 6, City Development, the business 
before the Council Meeting will now be deferred to consider questions submitted by the 
public. 
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ALL WARDS 

8.1 RESPONSE TO CALL UP ITEM – YOUTH DISCOUNT AND WELLBEING 
CARD  

SUMMARY:  Team Leader Youth Participation and Counselling 
(Katie Scott)  

This report is in response to the approved call up item from 20 December 
2016 Council Meeting which resolved “that a report be presented to the 
April 2017 meeting of Council on a proposal to develop a ‘Knox Youth 
Discount and Wellbeing Card’ which could provide young people with 
information on services and events along with the possibility of discounts 
to local programs and businesses. The report would include information 
and advice covering feasibility, costs, benefits and risks of such an 
initiative.” 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:  

1. Supports the creation of a Youth Information Card (Option 1), which 
would be developed in partnership with young people;  

2. Refers this proposed initiative for further consideration as part of the 
budget process; and  

3. Supports further exploration of the redevelopment of ‘No Wrong Door’ 
website in partnership with Maroondah and Yarra Ranges Councils.  

1. INTRODUCTION 

At the Council meeting of 20 December 2016, Council resolved: 

“that a report be presented to the April 2017 meeting of Council on a proposal 
to develop a ‘Knox Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card’ which could provide 
young people with information on services and events along with the possibility 
of discounts to local programs and businesses. The report would include 
information and advice covering feasibility, costs, benefits and risks of such an 
initiative.” 

2. DISCUSSION 

Youth Cards (including those with and without discounts) have been used by 
many local Councils over time as an engagement and promotion tool with young 
people.  

The Youth Card concept has been delivered at some stage in the majority of 
Knox’s neighbouring Councils, with only two currently still providing Youth 
Cards (Whitehorse and Monash). Maroondah and Yarra Ranges have both 
recently stopped producing cards due to lack of use by young people. Monash 
has continued to produce their card as it is both requested, and funded, by local 
schools (no cost to Council).   
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8.1 Response to call up item – Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card 
(cont’d) 

2.1 Current methods used to provide information to young people 

The main purpose of a Youth card would be to improve the access young people 
have to information on services. There are a number of ways that young people 
access information and recently Council has used a number of different 
initiatives to address this. These have included: 

 Supporting the development of the No Wrong Door website, a joint initiative 
between Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges that resulted in the 
development of an online service directory for young people (refer to 
Appendix A). 

 Supporting the distribution and promotion of the Mental Health Help Card 
developed by Community Safety.  

 Increasing the skills and knowledge of key service providers, including 
school staff, on local services available to support young people.  

 Council’s social media pages, specifically Youth Services Facebook and 
Instagram accounts which are used to provide information to young people.  

2.2 History of Youth Card 

Council’s Youth Services developed and produced a Youth Card from 1997 – 
2012. Council’s original Youth Card was initially developed as a resource, 
before smart phones and ready access to the internet, as a way to ensure young 
people were able to obtain emergency numbers in a discrete accessible way. 
Young people were heavily involved in the design, development and distribution 
of the first Youth Card, and initially requested these be developed as wallet 
cards, to enable them to be carried easily by young people. These evolved from 
basic cards printed and laminated ‘in-house’, to professionally designed and 
printed cards, Appendix B contains an example of cards printed in 1997, 1999, 
2005, 2011 and 2013. Traditionally these Youth Cards were printed every two 
years.  

In 2009 and, again in 2011, Youth Services investigated and worked extensively 
on sourcing local businesses who were interested in providing discounts to 
young people who presented the Knox Youth Card in their stores. A 
considerable amount of staff time went into this process, which yielded very 
limited results. One local business was supportive and open to providing 
discounts; however, it was difficult to secure regular support from other local 
business’ that were frequented by young people.  

In 2012 the decision was made to discontinue printing the Youth Card.  This 
was made due to a range of considerations including the cost, the challenges 
in maintaining current and up-to-date information printed on the card, the 
change in the way young people access information and the ease with which 
young people use their smart phones and internet to access information when 
they need it.   
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8.1 Response to call up item – Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card 
(cont’d) 

2.3 Discounts  

Research into discounts available for young people identified an existing app 
and website that has been developed by young people for young people called 
Student Edge, https://studentedge.org/. This website, and accompanying app, 
collects and promotes discounts available to young people right around 
Australia. The app includes an interactive map feature to enable young people 
to search for specific discounts in their area. This existing resource is extensive, 
well developed and easily accessible for young people via computer or mobile 
device.  

As stated earlier, Youth Services has had experience in investigating and 
sourcing local discounts for inclusion in previous editions of the Youth Card.  
This involved considerable time to seek interested and relevant local 
businesses, negotiate possible interest and inclusion in the Youth Card, and 
keeping these discounts current.  For these reasons, this was not continued. 

 
2.4 Benefits 

There are a number of benefits to the development of a Youth Card. Namely 
they provide a useful promotional tool to promote Council’s Youth Services to 
young people in our municipality. In addition they also provide a discrete, easy 
to access way for young people to access information on helpful support 
services. They can be best used as part of a ‘suite’ of products to increase 
awareness and knowledge amongst vulnerable young people.  

 
2.5 Risks 

When investigating potential sponsorship options, consideration needs to be 
given to the sponsors’ alignment with Council’s values, policies and plans, as 
well as young people’s interest.  

Additional risks in the production of a Youth Card includes;  

 Ensuring the services promoted on this card are those of interest and use 
to young people;  

 Ensuring the information remains up-to-date;  

 Given the increase in young people using online methods for accessing 
information, the Youth Card needs to remain relevant and accessible.  

In order to mitigate these risks it would be imperative that young people are 
involved in the development of any Youth Card, or similar. 

 
  

https://studentedge.org/
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8.1 Response to call up item – Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card 
(cont’d) 

 

Table 1: Benefits, Risks and Issues to consider  

Benefits Issues to consider/Risks 

Promotional tool for Council and it’s 
Youth Services  

Young people do not value or use the 
card. 

Discrete, easy to keep in wallet or 
purse 

Discounts, if used, do not align with 
Council’s values, policies and plans. 

Easy to provide young people with 
information on support services   

Discounts, if used, do not align with 
young people’s interests. 

Variable resources required to seek 
sponsors. 

Forms part of a range of information 
strategies for young people  

Access to smart phones and internet 
create a viable alternative.   

 Duplication of existing service i.e. 
Student Edge app for accessing 
discounts, No Wrong Door website for 
accessing online service directory. 

 Cost of the development of a Youth 
Card (with or without a discount 
element) including staff time, design 
and printing. 

 

2.6 Options for the provision of a Youth Card or similar   

Option 1: Re-development of Youth Information Card (no discounts) 

This option involves the re-developing of the Knox Youth Information Card 
without the inclusion of specific discounts. This would be a business card size 
card, professionally designed, which contains relevant (determined in 
consultation with young people) phone numbers for helpful services to support 
young people. If appropriate, a link to Student Edge would be included on this 
card. This would be developed in consultation with relevant Council 
departments including Marketing and Communications.  
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8.1 Response to call up item – Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card 
(cont’d) 

Option 2: Re-development of Youth Information Card with 3-4 local 
business discounts 

This option involves the re-developing of the Knox Youth Information Card with 
the inclusion of 3-4 relevant local Knox businesses (determined in consultation 
with young people) who will offer discounts to young people. Appropriate and 
relevant local businesses would be explored. This would be a business card 
size card, professionally designed, which contains relevant (determined in 
consultation with young people) phone numbers for helpful services to support 
young people.  

Option 3: Possible re-development of the No Wrong Door website  

No Wrong Door, a joint initiative by the local governments of Knox, Maroondah 
and Yarra Ranges, is an online youth service directory, see Appendix B. This 
website supports young people (10-25 years) to help them find the support they 
require. This website could be re-developed to make it more mobile friendly and 
easily accessible when using a mobile device. This option could only occur with 
consultation and support from Maroondah City Council and Yarra Ranges 
Council, as this is a joint project across the three local government areas.  
Discussion has indicated a level of support for this initiative but this would be 
dependent on future budget considerations across all three local governments. 
Possible State Government funding could also be explored to support this 
initiative.  

Conclusions 

Developing a Youth Card as an isolated service information and engagement 
tool is not recommended, however Option 1 would complement existing 
strategies. In particular it has particular application in the future co-location of 
Youth Services with the Eastern Regional Libraries. A paper-based resource 
will be useful in engaging with library patrons who may be unaware of the 
service, as well as supporting some existing vulnerable youth clients who do 
not have use of electronic mediums.  

Option 3 is the preferred tool into the future to provide important information on 
local services, but this will require a significant investment from Council and 
relies on partnerships with neighbouring municipalities. Early indications are 
that the Outer East Councils are interested in discussing this further. Option 2 
is not recommended due to the increased investment required by Council to 
secure sponsors and that this duplicates much of this work which is already 
available via the Student Edge app.  

 
3. CONSULTATION 

This report has been prepared in consultation with the Marketing and 
Communications Team, as well as through consultation with a number of other 
metropolitan Local Government Youth Services teams including Maroondah, 
Whitehorse, Monash, Yarra Ranges, Kingston and Dandenong.  
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8.1 Response to call up item – Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card 
(cont’d) 

 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES 

There are no environmental or amenity issues relating to this call up item.  

 
5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report has been completed in accordance with Council’s policy that a report 
responding to a call up item will require no more than 3 person days, or $5,000 
in costs.  The cost of the development of a Youth Card or similar would require 
additional resources, budget and staffing, which would need to be sourced from 
outside the existing Youth Services budget.  

Option 1: the re-development of the Knox Youth Information Card, without the 
inclusion of discounts, would cost an estimated $5,000-$6,000.  This would 
cover staff costs and the design and printing of approximately 20,000 cards, 
which would be used over a two-year period.  

Option 2: the re-development of the Knox Youth Information Card, with the 
inclusion of 3-4 local business discounts, would cost an estimated $10,000 – 
$12,000. In addition to the costs of design and printing of approximately 20,000 
cards and additional staffing time would be required to build relationships with 
local businesses and source potential appropriate discounts.  It is estimated that 
the additional staffing allocation would require approximately 4 hours per week 
for 13 weeks (3 months).   

Option 3: the possible re-development of the No Wrong Door website would be 
a project involving collaboration between Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges 
Councils and is a project involving considerable expense.  Overall, it would cost 
approximately $45,000 to $60,000.  It is estimated that Knox would need to 
contribute approximately $15,000-$20,000 for this project, assuming equal 
contributions would be sourced from Maroondah City Council and Yarra Ranges 
Council. This would need to be explored with these Councils prior to any 
commitment being made by Knox Council.  

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council recognises the importance of ensuring young people, and their families, 
have access to relevant and easily accessible information to ensure they are 
able to seek help and support when required. This report explores some options 
to compliment existing methods used by Council to inform and engage young 
people.  
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8.1 Response to call up item – Youth Discount and Wellbeing Card 
(cont’d) 

7. RELEVANCE TO CITY PLAN 2013-17 (INCORPORATING THE 
COUNCIL PLAN) 

Consideration of a Youth Card is relevant to the following City Plan objectives: 

Theme 1: Healthy, connected communities  

Objective 1.1: The Knox community benefits from good health and wellbeing at 
all life stages.  

1.1.3. Maintain and further enhance the range and quality of services 
available to Knox residents that support positive development for early 
childhood and young people.  

1.1.6 Improve mental health in the Knox community, strengthen 
awareness and understanding about mental health issues and improve 
the availability of support services.  

8. CONCLUSION 

This report responds to a call up item “that a report be presented to the April 
2017 meeting of Council on a proposal to develop a ‘Knox Youth Discount and 
Wellbeing Card’ which could provide young people with information on services 
and events along with the possibility of discounts to local programs and 
businesses. The report would include information and advice covering 
feasibility, costs, benefits and risks of such an initiative.” 

The report contains an overview of the feasibility, benefits, risks and costs 
associated with developing a Youth Card outlines a range of possible options 
for Council consideration and officer recommendations.  

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 

There are no confidentiality issues associated with this report.  

 

 
Report Prepared By: Team Leader Youth Participation and 

Counselling (Katie Scott) 
 

Report Authorised By:   Director – Community Services  
 (Kerry Stubbings) 
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APPENDIX A - RESPONSE TO CALL UP ITEM – YOUTH DISCOUNT AND 
WELLBEING CARD 
 
SCREENSHOT OF NO WRONG DOOR WEBSITE 
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APPENDIX B – RESPONSE TO CALL UP ITEM – YOUTH DISCOUNT AND 
WELLBEING CARD 
 
 
EXAMPLES OF PAST YOUTH CARDS  
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APPENDIX B – RESPONSE TO CALL UP ITEM – YOUTH DISCOUNT AND 
WELLBEING CARD 
 
 
EXAMPLES OF PAST YOUTH CARDS  
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ALL WARDS 

9.1 GENERAL VALUATION 2018 

SUMMARY:  Co-Ordinator Rates and Valuation Services 
(Ian Goullet) 

This report provides a recommendation to Council, to cause a General 
Valuation for 2018, and to advise all relevant statutory authorities of 
Council’s intention to return a General Valuation. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Resolve to cause a General Valuation for a ‘level of value’ date of 
1 January 2018, for all rateable land, and all non-rateable leviable land 
within the municipality. 

2. Advise all other interested rating authorities, and the State Valuer-
General, of Council’s intention to return a General Valuation in 2018. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with Sections 11 and 13H of the Valuation of Land Act 1960 (the 
Act), Council is required to cause a General Valuation of all rateable and non 
rateable leviable land within the municipality. General Valuations are returned 
every two years in accordance with the Act. 

2. DISCUSSION 

The provision of the 2018 Valuation services to Council is to be provided by 
Westlink Consulting, under Contract No.1959. 

Council is required to cause a General Valuation, of all rateable land and all 
non-rateable leviable land within the municipality, with a ‘level of value’ date of 
1 January 2018, to be returned no later than 30 June 2018. 

Valuations are used as a basis for levying Council rates, to assist in the 
determination of the State Government Fire Services Property Levy, and for 
similar purposes by other rating authorities. 

It is a requirement under Section 6(1) of the Act for the Council to give notice to 
the Valuer-General and to every other rating authority interested in the valuation 
of land within this municipality of its intention to cause a General Valuation in 
2018.  

3. CONSULTATION 

There is no requirement for any consultation in regards to this matter. 
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9.1 General Valuation 2016 (cont’d) 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES 

There are no environmental or amenity impacts as a result of this report. 

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

Approximately 50% of the cost of undertaking the general valuation is recovered 
from various relevant authorities.  The balance of the cost of the general 
valuation is included in the Council budget. 

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The use of current and accurate valuations for the collection of Council rates 
contributes to the fairness and equity of the distribution of the levying of Council 
rates across the municipality. 

7. RELEVANCE TO CITY PLAN 2013-17 (INCORPORATING THE 
COUNCIL PLAN) 

Valuation and rating is part of Council’s Governance responsibility in delivering 
the Council Plan. 

8. CONCLUSION 

It is a requirement for Council to cause a General Valuation for 2018, in 
accordance with Sections 11 and 13H of the Valuation of Land Act 1960. 

In accordance with Section 6(1) of the Valuation of Land Act 1960, Council is 
also required to give notice to the Valuer-General, and to every other relevant 
rating authority interested in the valuation of land within the municipality. 

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 

Confidentiality is not an issue in this instance. 
 
 

Report Prepared By: Coordinator Rates and Valuation Services  
 (Ian Goullet) 

Report Authorised By: Acting Director - Corporate Development  
(Dale Monk) 

 

 
 
  



 60 
COUNCIL – CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 24 April 2017 

 
ALL WARDS 

9.2 PROPOSED BUDGET 2017/18 

SUMMARY:  Manager – Financial Services (Dale Monk) 

The Proposed Budget 2017-18 is presented to Council for consideration. 
The Proposed Budget is the culmination of a number of months work by 
Councillors and officers. The Proposed Budget has been prepared in 
accordance with legislative requirements. The Proposed Budget includes 
the Operating Budget, the Capital Works Program for 2017-18, the Fees 
and Charges Schedule, the Strategic Resource Plan and the Annual Plan. 

The Budget has been prepared in accordance with Australian Accounting 
Standards, the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local Government 
(Planning and Reporting Regulations) Regulations 2014. To assist 
Council and the community in analysing this Budget, the following 
commentary is provided: 

 The Budget is part of Council’s financial sustainability framework and 
represents the first year of Council’s proposed Strategic Resource 
Plan. The four year outlook provides for a sustainable financial 
position.  

 

 The Budget achieves an operational surplus for 2017-18. Throughout 
the development of this Budget Council undertook an extensive 
review of expenditure with key savings and efficiencies identified. 

 

 The Budget proposes a Capital Works program of $78.978 million of 
which $28.098 million is allocated to maintaining and renewing 
community assets. $45.514 million is to be invested in new and 
upgraded community assets. 

 

 The Budget proposes a rate increase of 2.00% in accordance with the 
rate cap requirements of the State Government as per Section 185A to 
185G of the Local Government Act 1989.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1.  Adopt in principle the Proposed Budget 2017-18 as per Appendix A 
 (separately circulated) as its budget for the 2017-18 financial year as 
 required by the Local Government Act. 

2.  Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to: 

a) Give public notice of the preparation of the Proposed Budget 2017-
18 in accordance with the Act; 

b) Make available for public inspection the information required by 
Regulation 9 of the Local Government (Planning and Reporting) 
Regulations 2014 and invite submissions under Section 223 of 
the Act.  
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9.2 Proposed Budget 2017-18 (cont’d) 

 Recommendation (cont’d) 

3.  Appoint a committee to hear any submissions in relation to the 
 Proposed Budget that might arise in accordance with Section 223 of 
 the Local Government Act 1989, and that the Committee meet on 
 Tuesday, 30 May 2017 from 7.00pm to hear such submissions at the 
 Council Offices, 511 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Council is required to produce a Budget (and Strategic Resource Plan) for each 
financial year and to have that Budget (and Strategic Resource Plan) adopted 
by Council. The Local Government Act 1989 (the ‘Act’) requires Council to 
prepare a draft Budget prior to it being made available for public comment. 
Following this initial preparation by Council, prescribed advertising needs to 
occur disclosing information about the Proposed Budget and providing an 
opportunity for submissions to be received and considered by Council. A 
minimum period of twenty-eight (28) days is prescribed for this process. 

As submissions are invited under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 
1989, any person making a written submission is entitled to request to be heard 
by Council or a Committee appointed by Council. Submitters requesting to be 
heard in support of their submission, or have someone represent them at the 
public submission hearing, must indicate this in their submission. Upon 
consideration of the report from the Committee, Council may then adopt the 
2017-18 Budget with or without any adjustments that might have arisen from 
the submissions or other relevant information provided by the Chief Executive 
Officer. A further advertisement advising the public of the Budget’s final 
adoption is required. 

The Proposed Budget 2017-18 is included as Appendix A to this report.  

2. DISCUSSION 

The Proposed Budget 2017-18, outlining all external influences including 
economic conditions is attached to this report (Appendix A – separately 
circulated). The Proposed Budget seeks to balance the competing demands for 
Council services and infrastructure, and the community’s capacity to pay, using 
prudent financial management principles to ensure financial sustainability. The 
proposed budget is expected to deliver recurrent surpluses in order to fund 
capital works. 
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9.2 Proposed Budget 2017-18 (cont’d) 

The Proposed 2017-18 Annual Budget meets the objectives of Council’s Long 
Term Financial Forecast and Rating Strategy which are: 

 Maintaining the provision of operational services that respond to the needs 
of a growing Knox community. 

 Funding of all legislative obligations. 

 The provision of annual funding for new operational initiatives to progress 
implementation of the Knox Community and Council Plan 2017-21, and to 
provide for service growth. 

 An increased ability to fund asset renewal requirements. 

 An enhanced funding level for capital works in general. 

 Progressing Council towards a position of long-term financial 
 sustainability. 

 Achievement and maintenance of annual underlying surpluses. 

 Rate and fee increases that are both manageable and sustainable 

The budget proposes a rate increase of 2.0 per cent. This is in line with the Fair 
Go Rates System (FGRS) which has capped rates increases by Victorian 
Councils. Council’s proposed Rating Strategy includes the introduction of a 
Residential Garbage Charge. The additional Council eligible pensioner rebate 
of $100 is being maintained. 

The Proposed Budget includes a capital works program of $78.978 million. This 
includes an estimate of works to be carried forward from the 2016-17 financial 
year of $19.141 million. The highlights of the capital works program include the 
continued investment in: 

 the Knox Central project ($8.085 million); 

 the Stamford Park development ($7.645 million); 

 two Early Years Hubs ($18.835 million); 

 local roads ($8.000 million); and 

 open space ($6.682 million). 

The Proposed Budget 2017-18 has been developed through a comprehensive 
review process. The Councillors’ together with staff rigorously analysed 
available information and financial data to ensure the budget delivers Council’s 
objectives and financial plans. 
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9.2 Proposed Budget 2017-18 (cont’d) 

The budget sets clear directions for the delivery of Council programs and builds 
upon the main financial and operational strategies previously established. The 
exhaustive analysis of the information provided and the review process 
undertaken to establish the budget for 2017-18 have produced a financially 
responsible budget that will continue to assure Council’s long-term financial 
strength. 

The budget is a major component in ensuring the accountability of Council’s 
operations and in line with good governance it forms part of the public 
accountability process and reporting that includes: 

 The Community and Council Plan 

 The Strategic Resource Plan 

 The Annual Budget 

 Internal and External Audit 

 Annual Report. 

3. CONSULTATION 

The 2017-18 Annual Budget process involves publicly advertising the 
availability of the Proposed Budget document and inviting the community to 
make written submissions to the Proposed Budget. Documents will be available 
for inspection on the Council website (www.knox.vic.gov.au) and at the Civic 
Centre and libraries within the municipality. Online submissions should be made 
via Council’s website (www.knox.vic.gov.au) or a written submission sent by 
mail addressed to the Chief Executive Officer. The final date for receipt of 
submissions is 5.00pm, Wednesday, 24 May 2017 with a hearing date of 
submissions on Tuesday 30 May 2017 commencing at 7.00pm if required. 

Submitters wishing to be heard in support of their submission, or have someone 
represent them at the public submission hearing must indicate this in their 
submission. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES 

The Proposed 2017-18 Annual Budget recognises the leadership role Council 
has within the community to actively address the impacts of sustainability and 
to facilitate other levels of government and the community to act in a similar 
vein. 

  

http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
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9.2 Proposed Budget 2017-18 (cont’d) 

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

The Proposed 2017-18 Annual Budget closely accords with the financial 
framework established by Council in its Long Term Financial Forecast and 
Rating Strategy and continues to address the infrastructure renewal challenge 
faced by both this Council and the Local Government sector. 

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Proposed 2017-18 Annual Budget contains financial resourcing for a wide 
range of programs that deliver important community services to the Knox 
community. The 2017-18 Annual Budget is based on the principle of maintaining 
all services that are presently available to the community with some minor 
service growth to meet service demands. 

7. RELEVANCE TO THE CITY PLAN 2013-17 (INCORPORATING THE 
COUNCIL PLAN) 

The Proposed 2017-18 Annual Budget document contains Council’s Annual 
Plan for the 2017-18 financial year, which outlines the major activities and 
initiatives Council will undertake in 2017-18 to progress toward achievement of 
Knox’s Community and Council Plan 2017-2021. The proposed Annual Plan 
demonstrates close links with the Community and Council Plan 2017-21, 
following the same theme structure. The focus this year has been on developing 
specific initiatives for 2017-18 to progress the community toward achievement 
of the objectives of the Community and Council Plan 2017-21.  

8. CONCLUSION 

The Proposed 2017-18 Annual Budget forms an integral part of Council’s overall 
strategic planning framework and endeavours to resource the directions that 
have been established in the Knox Community and Council Plan 2017-21. 
Council has established its four-year strategic direction in the Community and 
Council Plan and has developed actions to implement these directions which 
flow directly through to this Budget. 

The 2017-18 Knox City Council Budget is submitted for the consideration of 
Council. 

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 

This report does not contain confidential information. 
 
 
Report Prepared By: Manager – Financial Services (Dale Monk) 
 
Report Authorised By: Acting Director  – Corporate Development  
 (Kim Rawlings) 
 

  



 65 
COUNCIL – CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 24 April 2017 

 
 

9.2 Proposed Budget 2017-18  

Appendix A circulated under separate cover 
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ALL WARDS 

9.3 INCIDENTAL COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  

SUMMARY:  Governance Officer - (Kirstin Ritchie) 

This report summarises the recommended grants from the Incidental 
Community Grants Program. 

All applications have been assessed against the criteria as set out in the 
Incidental Community Grant Program Policy. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:  

1. Approve the two recommended Incidental Community Grant 
applications, as detailed in Appendix A, for a total value of $2,000.00  

2. Note the two applications approved under delegated authority, as 
detailed in Appendix A, for a total value of $750.00  

1. INTRODUCTION 

At the Ordinary Council meeting, held on 28 June 2016, Council resolved to 
endorse the Incidental Community Grants Program Policy to enable the 
continued provision of ad hoc one-off grants.   

Under the endorsed policy the following criteria are used to determine the 
eligibility of applications for Incidental Community Grants: 

 

 All requests for funding must be in writing and on the relevant funding 
application form; and 

 Applications must be from individuals who reside in Knox or community 
groups that provide services to the Knox community; and 

 All applications for funding must provide a demonstrated benefit to the 
Knox community and be in keeping with the objectives and directions of 
the City Plan; and 

 Applications for financial donations and general fundraising activities will 
not be supported through the Incidental Community Grants Program; and 

 The maximum grant limit is $1,000.  

This report presents to Council recommended grant allocations in accordance 
with this policy.  
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9.3 Incidental Community Grants Program Applications (cont'd) 

2. DISCUSSION 

Council has established the Incidental Community Grants program to ensure 
that funding may be provided to individuals and community groups who request 
ad hoc, incidental, community based, one-off grants.  

The Incidental Community Grants Program Policy (the Policy) sets out an open 
and transparent grant program that meets the principles of good governance 
and is compliant with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989.   

In accordance with the Policy guidelines, applications for funding up to $500 are 
assessed and determined under delegation. Applications for funding between 
$501 and $1,000 have been assessed by the Chief Executive Officer or 
delegate for Council’s approval.  

This report outlines the grant applications received since the 27 February 2017 
Ordinary Council meeting, and recommends two grants for Council's approval.   

It is noted that the value requested in one application exceeds the maximum 
permitted in the Policy.  Consequently, the Chief Executive Officer’s delegate 
has recommended that the maximum grant limit of $1,000 be paid. 

A comprehensive review of this policy is currently underway, with a report to be 
presented to a future Strategic Planning Committee meeting.  In addition, a 
broader review of Council’s grants programs is scheduled to be undertaken later 
this calendar year. 

3. CONSULTATION 

No consultation has been undertaken in relation to this month’s grant 
application’s detailed in this report.  This information is presented as part of 
Council’s accountability to the community. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES 

There are no environmental or amenity issues associated with this report. 

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

The approval of incidental community grants is managed within Council’s 
adopted budget. 
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9.3 Incidental Community Grants Program Applications (cont'd) 

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Incidental Community Grants program allows Council the flexibility to 
respond to requests from individual’s and/or community groups within Knox at 
a municipal level.  These grants provide applicants the opportunity to participate 
and support a variety of community based programs.  

7. RELEVANCE TO CITY PLAN 2013-17 (INCORPORATING THE 
COUNCIL PLAN) 

Provision of the Incidental Community Grants program assists Council in 
meeting its general objectives under the Council Plan. 

8. CONCLUSION 

This report contains the recommendation for funding though the Incidental 
Community Grants program. 

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 

Confidential Appendix B contains each of the individual grant applications for 
Council's consideration. 

 
Report Prepared By: Governance Officer – (Kirstin Ritchie) 

 
Report Authorised By: Acting Director – Corporate Development  

(Kim Rawlings) 
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9.3 Incidental Community Grants Program Applications 
 

APPENDIX A – Incidental Community Grants Applications 
 

Applicant Name Project Title Amount 
Requested  

Amount 
Recommended 

St Simon’s Auskick Purchase of a new refrigerator 
in the Stud Park pavilion 
canteen. 

$1,000.00 $1,000.00 

Ferntree Gully Fire 
Brigade 

Fund use of variable message 
board to advertise community 
safety sessions run by brigade. 

$1,200.00 $1,000.00 

  TOTAL $2,000.00 

 
 

Applicant Name Project Title Amount 
Requested  

Amount 
Approved by 
Delegate 

Rowville Football 
Club 

Funding free school football 
clinics for all students from 
prep to grade 6 at Karoo, Park 
Ridge and Rowville Primary 
schools. 

$400.00 $400.00 

The Basin Fire 
Brigade Auxiliary 

Provision of afternoon tea for 
disabled and elderly residents 
of Knox. 

$350.00 $350.00 

  TOTAL $750.00 
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9.3 Incidental Community Grants Program Applications  
 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL APPENDIX B Distributed Under Separate Cover 
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ALL WARDS 

10.1 WORKS REPORT AS AT 4 APRIL 2017 
 

SUMMARY:  Coordinator – Capital Works (Gene Chiron) 

The Works Report shows projects on Council’s Capital Works Program 
and indicates the status of each project as at 4 April 2017. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the works report, as at 4 April 2017, be received and noted. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises Council’s Capital Works Program for the 2016/2017 
financial year.  The aim of this report is to provide a regular and succinct status 
summary of each project over the last month.  The Capital Works Report, as of 
4 April 2017, is attached as Appendix A. 

 
 

Report Prepared By: Coordinator – Capital Works (Gene Chiron) 
 

Report Authorised By: Director – Engineering & Infrastructure 
 (Ian Bell)  
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ALL WARDS 

10.2 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS 

SUMMARY:  Acting Manager – Governance and Innovation 
    (Angela Mitchell) 

This report provides details of Assembly of Councillors established under 
section 80A of the Local Government Act as required under section 80A(2) 
of the Act.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Note the written record of Assemblies of Councillors as attached to 
this report. 

2. Incorporate the records of the Assemblies into the minutes of the 
meeting. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Under section 80A(2) of the Local Government Act, the Chief Executive Officer 
must present a written record of an Assembly of Councillors to an ordinary 
meeting of Council as soon as practicable after an Assembly occurs. This 
written record is required to be incorporated into the minutes of the meeting. 

Details of Assemblies of Councillors that have occurred between Monday 
6 March 2017 and Sunday 9 April 2017 are attached to this report. 

 
 

Report Prepared By: Acting Manager – Governance and Innovation 
 (Angela Mitchell) 

 
Report Authorised By: Acting Director – Corporate Development 
 (Kim Rawlings) 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       6/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Issues Briefing 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor Cr Jackson Taylor 

Cr Peter Lockwood Cr Jake Keogh 

Cr John Mortimore Cr Nicole Seymour 

Cr Tony Holland  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Ian Bell Jude Whelan 

Matthew Hanrahan David Yeouart (Item 1) 

Angelo Kourambas Marco D’Amico (Item 1) 

Kerry Stubbings Pip Smith (Item 2) 

Fleur Cousins Kathy Parton (Item 2 & 3) 

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Alternative Building Structures – Development 

2. Community Operational Funding Program 2017-18 

3. Draft Community Plan 2017-21 – Aims/Targets, Measures and Council Actions 

4. Forward Report Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       9/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Knox Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Peter Lockwood  

Cr John Mortimore  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Sharon Barker  

Rose Vince  

Nicole Vickridge  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Role of the Knox Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 2017 

2. Knox Affordable Housing Action Plan 

3. Homes for Victorians – Victorian Government’s Affordable Housing Strategy 

4. Strategic Planning Report 

5. Eastern Affordable Housing Alliance 

6. Feedback from Advisory Committee Members 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       16/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Knox Regional Sports Park Advisory Committee 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Adam Gill  

Cr Lisa Cooper  

Cr Nicole Seymour  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Marco D’Amico  

Jude Whelan  

Meera Bala  

  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Chair Election for Committee 

2. Future Meeting Process and Topics 

3. Knox Regional Sports Park Signage 

4. Knox Regional Sports Park Showcase Event 

5. Events Calendar 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       20/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Special Issues Briefing 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor Cr Jackson Taylor 

Cr Peter Lockwood Cr Lisa Cooper 

Cr John Mortimore Cr Jake Keogh 

Cr Tony Holland  

Cr Adam Gill  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Tony Doyle Jonathon Wright (Item 1) 

Ian Bell Claire Anderson (Item 1) 

Angelo Kourambas Kim Rawlings (Item 1 & 2) 

Kerry Stubbings Nicole Vickridge (Item 1 & 2) 

Fleur Cousins Jayna Liew (Item 1 & 2) 

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Scope of the Dandenong Foothills Policy Review 

2. Boronia Structure Plan Review 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       21/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Annual Budget Preparation – Night 1 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor Cr Jackson Taylor 

Cr Peter Lockwood Cr Lisa Cooper 

Cr John Mortimore Cr Jake Keogh 

Cr Tony Holland Cr Nicole Seymour 

Cr Adam Gill  

  

Council Staff in Attendance: Fleur Cousins 

Tony Doyle Dale Monk 

Ian Bell Matthew Hanrahan 

Angelo Kourambas James Morris 

Kerry Stubbings  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Operational Budget 

2. Knox Vision Statement 

3. Annual Plan 

4. Business Cases – Operating 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 

Date of Assembly:       23/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Knox Community Safety Advisory Committee 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 9:30am 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr John Mortimore  

Cr Jackson Taylor  

  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Lisette Pine  

Sam Spooner  

Liz Lim  

Tony Justice  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Knox Community Safety Advisory Committee Recruitment 

2. South East Alcohol Management Project Overview 

3. Introduction - Department of Justice Regional Project Officer 

4. Update on Family Violence Grant Application 

5. Update on Liquor Control Reform Act Review 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       27/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Pre Council Briefing 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor Cr Jackson Taylor 

Cr Peter Lockwood Cr Lisa Cooper 

Cr John Mortimore Cr Jake Keogh 

Cr Tony Holland Cr Nicole Seymour 

Cr Adam Gill  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Tony Doyle  

Ian Bell  

Angelo Kourambas  

Kerry Stubbings  

Joanne Truman  

Fleur Cousins  

Matters Considered: 

1. Draft MAV Motions for State Council Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       28/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Planning Consultation Committee 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 5:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Peter Lockwood  

Cr Tony Holland  

  

  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Greg Kent  

Ollie Graovac  

Ros Lemin  

  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

Application for the change of use (Place of Worship), reduction in car parking and alteration of access to a 
road in a category 1 Road Zone (Application No: P/2016/6905) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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COUNCIL – ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 24 April 2017 

 

RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 

Date of Assembly:       28/3/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Annual Budget Preparation – Night 2 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:30pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor Cr Jackson Taylor 

Cr Peter Lockwood Cr Lisa Cooper 

Cr John Mortimore Cr Jake Keogh 

Cr Tony Holland (6:47pm) Cr Nicole Seymour 

Cr Adam Gill  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Tony Doyle Dale Monk 

Ian Bell James Morris 

Kim Rawlings Fleur Cousins 

Kerry Stubbings Gene Chiron (Item 4 & 5) 

Joanne Truman  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Rating Strategy 

2. Fees and Charges 

3. Detailed Operating Budget 

4. Major Projects 

5. Capital Works Program 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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COUNCIL – ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 24 April 2017 

 

RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       27/3/2017 and 4/4/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

CEO’s Performance Evaluation Committee 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 5:00pm (27/3/17) and 9.30am (4/4/17) 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor  

Cr Peter Lockwood  

Cr Tony Holland  

  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Tony Doyle  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Endorse previous minutes 

2. Review CEO’s KPI’s for period ending 31 March 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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COUNCIL – ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 24 April 2017 

 

 

RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       3/4/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Issues Briefing 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:00pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Darren Pearce, Mayor Cr Jackson Taylor 

Cr Peter Lockwood Cr Lisa Cooper 

Cr John Mortimore Cr Jake Keogh 

Cr Tony Holland Cr Nicole Seymour 

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Tony Doyle Angela Mitchell 

Ian Bell Kim Rawlings 

Angelo Kourambas Dale Monk (Item 1) 

Kerry Stubbings Annette Dodson (Item 2) 

Joanne Truman Kathy Parton (Item 2 & 3) 

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Budget Finalisation – Councillor Nominated Projects and ICT 

2. The Basin Community House – Building the Future 

3. Draft Community and Council Plan 2017-2021 

4. Foothills and Upper Ferntree Gully 

5. Forward Report Schedule 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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COUNCIL – ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 24 April 2017 

 

 

RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
(Section 80A Local Government Act) 
 
 

Date of Assembly:       4/4/2017 

Name of Committee or Group (if applicable): 

Knox Multicultural Advisory Committee 

 

Time Meeting Commenced: 6:00pm 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  

Cr Peter Lockwood  

Cr Jake Keogh  

  

  

  

Council Staff in Attendance:  

Amanda Wiggs  

Joan Pepi  

Joy Temple  

  

  

  

Matters Considered: 

1. Business Arising out of Previous Minutes 

2. Presentation – Health Literacy 

3. Knox City Council Multicultural Strategic Plan 2012-2017 

4. Reports from Knox Multicultural Committee Members 

  

 

 

 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Nil 

 
 
Councillor’s Name 

 
 
Type of Interest 

Councillor Left Assembly 
While Matter Being 
Considered 
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COUNCIL 2017 

 

11. MOTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN GIVEN 

 

 

12. SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 

 

 

13. URGENT BUSINESS 

13.1 URGENT BUSINESS 

 

 

13.2 CALL UP ITEMS 

 

 

 

14. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
 




