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1 Apologies and Requests for Leave of Absence

2 Declarations of Conflict of Interest

3 Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday 16 December 2019

4 Petitions and Memorials
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5 Reports by Councillors

5.1 Committees and Delegates

5.2 Ward Issues
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6 City Development Officers’ Reports for consideration

6.1 Report of Planning Applications Decided Under Delegation 1 December
to 31 December 2019

SUMMARY: Manager, City Planning & Building, Paul Dickie

Details of planning applications considered under delegation are referred for information. Itis
recommended that the items be noted.

RECOMMENDATION

That the planning applications decided under delegation reports (between 1 December to 31
December 2019) be noted.

1.REPORT

Details of planning applications decided under delegation from 1 December to 31 December 2019
are attached. The applications are summarsied as follows:

Application Type No.
Building & Works: Residential

Other 5
Subdivision 11
Units 16
Tree Removal / Pruning 12
Single Dwelling 2
Change of Use 1
Signage 3
Removal of Easement 1
Hotel Development 1
TOTAL 56
Report Prepared By: Manager, City Planning & Building, Paul Dickie
Report Authorised By: Director, City Development, Matt Kelleher
Attachments
Nil
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Knox City Council

Planning Applications Decided by Responsible Officer

1 December 2019 and 31 December 2019

Ward No/ Type Address Description Decision
Baird 2019/7453 267 Dorset Road Advertising Signage 9/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (Pylon Sign)
Baird 2019/7171 31 Burke Road Construction of three 31/12/2019 Refused
FERNTREE GULLY VIC double storey
3156 dwellings
Baird 2019/7334 246 Boronia Road Three Lot Subdivision 20/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (Approved Unit Site)
Baird 2019/7441 26 Lightwood Drive Two (2) lot 6/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC subdivision (Approved
3156 Unit Site)
Baird 2019/9646 56 Jersey Road Buildings and Works 23/12/2019 Approved
BAYSWATER VIC 3153  (Alterations and
additions to the
factory office)
Baird 2019/7313 34 Helen Road Development of the 19/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC land for a double
3156 storey dwelling to the
rear of the existing
dwelling
Baird 2019/7396 29 Pine Crescent Three Lot Subdivision 6/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (Approved Unit Site)
Baird 2019/9630 1 Bradley Place Prune one (1) 2/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Eucalyptus melliodora
(Yellow Box).
Baird 2019/7344 117 Dorset Road Four (4) Lot 23/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Subdivision
(Approved Unit Site)
Baird 2019/9638  5/15 Duncan Avenue Buildings and Works 16/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (Verandah on a block
under 300sgm)
Baird 2019/9631  1-5 Corporate Boulevard Mezzanine within a 3/12/2019 Approved
BAYSWATER VIC 3153  warehouse
Chandler 2019/7457  1/8 Brown Street Removal of one (1) 6/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Eucalyptus ovata
Chandler 2019/9633 5 Stewart Street Habitat pruning of one 6/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (1) Eucalyptus
goniocalyx (Long-leaf
Box)
Chandler 2019/9639 5 Camelia Crescent Removal of one (1) 19/12/2019 Approved

THE BASIN VIC 3154

Corymbia ficifolia
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Ward No/ Type Address Description Decision
Chandler 2019/7446 1294 Mountain Highway Pruning of 1 5/12/2019 Approved
THE BASIN VIC 3154 Eucalyptus goniocalyx

(Long Leaf Box), four
(4) Eucalyptus obliqua
and one (1)
Eucalyptus
cephalocarpa (Silver
leaved Stringybark)
Chandler 2019/7077 5 Stoneleigh Avenue The construction of 6/12/2019 Notice of
BORONIA VIC 3155 four (4) double storey Decision
dwellings and one (1)
single storey dwelling
on the land (total of 5
dwellings)
Chandler 2019/9635 3 Bouganville Street Pruning of one (1) 13/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Eucalyptus obliqua
Chandler 2019/7250 62 Boronia Road Construction of four 2/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (4) dwellings on the
land (three (3) double
storey and one (1)
single storey),
vegetation removal
and alteration of
access to a Road
Zone Category 1
Chandler 2019/9643 2/6 Moncoe Street Removal of one (1) 23/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Quercus palustris
Chandler 2019/9632 48 Elsie Street Removal of one (1) 6/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Eucalyptus ovata
Chandler 2019/7386 1019 Mountain Highway Buildings and works 17/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (new mezzanine and
walkway)
Chandler 2019/7498 12 Flinders Crescent Removal of one (1) 19/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 Eucalyptus pulchella
Chandler 2019/7435 10 Stewart Street Develop the site for a 6/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 single dwelling
Collier 2019/9634 44 Stokes Road Two lot subdivision 12/12/2019 Approved
WANTIRNA VIC 3152 (Approved Unit Site)
Collier 2019/7292 71 Alderford Drive The development of a 6/12/2019 Approved
WANTIRNA VIC 3152 single storey dwelling
at the rear of existing
dwelling
Collier 2019/6052 32 & 34 Cathies Lane The construction of 17/12/2019 Notice of

WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC
3152

four (4) double storey
dwellings on the land

Decision
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Ward No/ Type Address Description Decision
Dinsdale 2019/7304 12 Gidgee Court Development of the 19/12/2019 Notice of
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC  land for two (2) Decision
3152 double storey
dwellings
Dinsdale 2019/9649 6 Bona Vista Road 2 lot subdivision 31/12/2019 Approved
BAYSWATER VIC 3153  (Approved Unit Site)
Dinsdale 2019/9637 1 & 2/29 Rathmullen Road 2 Lot Subdivision 30/12/2019 Approved
BORONIA VIC 3155 (Approved Unit Site)
Dinsdale 2019/9641 12 Hertford Court Two (2) Lot 19/12/2019 Approved
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC  Subdivision
3152 (Approved Unit Site)
Dinsdale 2019/7244 63 Arbroath Road The construction of 3/12/2019 Notice of
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC  three (3) double Decision
3152 storey dwellings on
the land
Dinsdale 2019/7480 Knox Ozone Business identification 16/12/2019 Approved
Sh 9068A/509 Burwood signage
Highway
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC
3152
Dinsdale 2019/7241 7 Maida Avenue The development of 11/12/2019 Approved
BAYSWATER VIC 3153  the land for the
construction of two
single storey
dwellings
Dinsdale 2019/7226 58 Ireland Avenue The development of 17/12/2019 Approved
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC the land for the
3152 construction of two
dwellings
Dobson  2019/7455  47-49 Station Street Removal of one (1) 10/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC Eucalyptus
3156 macrorhyncha and
one (1) Eucalyptus
goniocalyx
Dobson  2019/7321 12 Laanecoorie Drive The construction of a 6/12/2019 Notice of
LYSTERFIELD VIC 3156 double story dwelling Decision
to the rear of the
existing dwelling
Dobson  2019/7392 12 Dorian Avenue Development of the 2/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC land for a single
3156 dwelling
Dobson  2019/7390 7 Wynette Avenue Buildings and Works 19/12/2019 Approved
UPPER FERNTREE for an extension to the
GULLY VIC 3156 existing dwelling and
vegetation removal
Dobson  2019/7327 7 Myrtle Crescent Buildings and works 13/12/2019 Approved

FERNTREE GULLY VIC
3156

for a dwelling addition
and vegetation
removal
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Ward No/ Type Address Description Decision
Dobson  2019/7367 1220 Burwood Highway Change of use 23/12/2019 Approved
UPPER FERNTREE (Restricted
GULLY VIC 3156 Recreation Facility -
personal
training/group fitness
studio)
Dobson  2019/7403 5 Brenock Park Drive Buildings and works 5/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC and pruning of
3156 vegetation
Dobson  2019/7459 150 Underwood Road Removal of native 6/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC vegetation under
3156 Clause 52.17 and
Clause 42.01 to
facilitate the
installation of a new
substation (minor
utility installation).
Friberg  2019/7263 20 Dobson Street Development of a 17/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC  double storey dwelling
3156 to the rear of the
existing dwelling
Friberg  2019/7262 1 Eildon Street Development of the 23/12/2019 Notice of
FERNTREE GULLY VIC land for three (3) Decision
3156 double storey
dwellings and the
removal of native
vegetation
Friberg  2019/7452 742 Burwood Highway Advertising Signage 10/12/2019 Approved
FERNTREE GULLY VIC (Pylon Sign)
3156
Scott 2019/7352 21 The Ridge West Development of one 20/12/2019 Notice of
KNOXFIELD VIC 3180 (1) double storey Decision
dwelling to the rear of
the existing dwelling
Scott 2019/9640 LATV.RET. VLG. Buildings and works 19/12/2019 Approved
43/61 Fraser Crescent for the construction of
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC  a double carport
3152
Scott 2019/7377 25 Cherrytree Rise Three lot subdivision 6/12/2019 Approved
KNOXFIELD VIC 3180 (Approved Unit Site)
Scott 2019/7219 28 & 30 Peppermint Grove Two lot subdivision 23/12/2019 Approved
KNOXFIELD VIC 3180 (Boundary Re-
alignment)
Scott 2019/7463 37 Foster Crescent Pruning of one (1) 13/12/2019 Approved

KNOXFIELD VIC 3180

Eucalyptus radiata
(Narrow-leaf
Peppermint and one
(1) Melaleuca
armillaris (Bracelet
Honey Myrtle)

11 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council

Ward No/ Type Address Description Decision
Taylor 2019/7242 71 Goulburn Drive The development of 2/12/2019 Approved
ROWVILLE VIC 3178 the land for the
construction of a
double storey dwelling
at the rear of the
existing single storey
dwelling
Tirhatuan 2019/7454 3 Myer Place Buildings and works 24/12/2019 Approved
ROWVILLE VIC 3178 for a removable office
building
Tirhatuan 2019/9644 7 Simon Avenue 2 Lot subdivision 31/12/2019 Approved
ROWVILLE VIC 3178 (Approved Unit Site)
Tirhatuan 2019/7315 1447 Ferntree Gully Road  The construction of a 17/12/2019 Refused
SCORESBY VIC 3179 double storey dwelling
to the rear of the
existing dwelling and
alteration of access to
a Category 1 Road
Tirhatuan 2019/7421 3 Emmeline Row To remove the 2.44 5/12/2019 Approved
ROWVILLE VIC 3178 wide drainage,
sewerage and water
supply easement
created in B212764
Tirhatuan 2019/7296 12 Dalmore Drive Use and development 11/12/2019 Approved

SCORESBY VIC 3179

of a Hotel
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6.2 Climate Response Plan Scope

SUMMARY: Senior Program Lead — Sustainability, Sam Sampanthar & Executive Officer - City
Futures, Trish Winterling

This report outlines the potential options available to Council for preparing a Climate Response
Plan; including the scope, timing and resource requirements for its development. This follows
Council’s resolution of 28 October 2019 acknowledging serious climate and environmental
change and its decision to develop a Climate Response Plan.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Note the approach and timeline for developing the Climate Response Plan (consistent with
Option 2 presented within this report);

2.  Endorse an immediate commencement of the project;

3.  Approve the recruitment of a Project Manager for a four year period to help develop the
Climate Response Plan and then oversee the implementation, reporting and integration of
the Plan;

4. Allocate $30,000 in the 2019/2020 budget for project costs; and

Refer an allocation of a further $70,000 to the 2020/2021 budget process for project costs.

w

1. INTRODUCTION

The following Notice of Motion was unanimously adopted by Council at its 28 October 2019
Ordinary Meeting:

In recognising that we are in a state of serious climate and environment change, that Council:

1. Consider climate change and biodiversity protection as key environmental factors in our
triple bottom line assessments of Council policies, projects and actions;

2. Develop a Climate Response Plan and include its implementation as part of our next Council
plan and risk assessments;

3. Acknowledge the scientific expertise of key organisations of international standing and
base our decisions on the best available evidence;

4. Advocate to other levels of government on climate change and biodiversity issues through
our regional, state and national alliances; and

5. Educate and empower the local Knox community to take action in climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

6. Receive a report from officers no later than January 2020 outlining the potential options
available to Council for preparing a Climate Response Plan, including the scope, timing and
resource requirements for such a plan.

A further Notice of Motion was unanimously adopted by Council at its 16 December 2019 Ordinary
Meeting, which reaffirmed the seriousness, urgency and significance of this matter:

Following its Notice of Motion adopted at the 28 October 2019 Ordinary Meeting recognising
that we are in a state of serious climate and environment change, reaffirms the seriousness,
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urgency and significance of the matter ahead of the report being brought to the January 2020
Council meeting, and for the purpose of clarity of expectations with respect to the preparation
of Council's Climate Response Plan notes that by urgency there is a commitment to immediate
action considering a 10 year delivery timeframe 2020-2030. Further, that Council's Climate
Response Plan, consistent with AS/NZ ISO 31000:2009, is to establish an updated
organisational risk context and identify, assess and implement the appropriate treatment for
all relevant external and internal risks associated with climate change.

This report responds to both Notice of Motions and specifically to item 6 of the October Notice of
Motion above.

2. DISCUSSION

Knox Council has been implementing actions to address climate change since 2003 with the
adoption of the Knox Greenhouse Action Plan 2003-2010. That Plan set a corporate greenhouse
emission reduction target of 30% and a community reduction target of 20% by 2010. This
corporate target was achieved in 2007, largely with the purchase of Green Power for streetlights.

The Knox Greenhouse Action Plan was succeeded in 2012 by the Climate Change Response Plan
2012 - 2022. This Plan focuses Council’s efforts in five areas including:

e Achieving greenhouse gas reduction goals;
e Offsetting greenhouse gas emissions;

e Adaptation to climate change;

e Developing strategic partnerships; and

e Improving air quality.

Implementation of the Climate Change Response Plan over the past five years has included large
scale energy reduction projects including streetlight replacement, solar panels on Council
buildings, solar bulk buy programs for residents and energy efficiency works on Council buildings,
including the recently initiated Energy Performance Contract (EPC).

A new Climate Response Plan (CRP) which responds to the current state of serious climate and
environment change will need to address at a minimum, the points contained within both of the
Notices of Motion and importantly, identify urgent actions for implementation across the
organisation to ensure that both the Knox Community and Council can work towards a safe
climate, as required under the Paris Agreement?!. The CRP will succeed the Climate Change
Response Plan 2012-2022.

In determining the timeframe required to develop a comprehensive CRP and meaningfully engage
with Councillors, staff and the Knox community during the development of the Plan; along with
the expectation it be implemented as part of the next Community and Council Plan, the following
timing implications have been taken into account:

e Earliest opportunity to report to Council for sign off on the Scope of the CRP (28 January
2020 - as per requirement set by the October 2019 Notice of Motion);

e Recruitment and procurement timeframes;

e Proposed Knox Community and Council Plan (2017 — 2021) project timeframes;

! The Paris Agreement is a global agreement reached in 2015 that all signatories (including Australia) will work towards avoiding dangerous climate
change by limiting global temperature increase to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the increase
to under 1.5 degree Celsius. (Source: https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement)
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e Legislative requirement under the Climate Change Act 2017 for Council to have regard to
climate change, along with the Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Plan when
undertaking its own public health and wellbeing planning;

e Council Election Caretaker Period (October 2020); and

e Opportunity to utilise key engagement opportunities with the Community and Council Plan
including Joint Advisory Committee meetings.

The following outlines the proposed framework and approach for the development of Council’s
CRP.

Project Timing

Based on the considerations above, it is anticipated that the development of the draft Climate
Response Plan would be completed by December 2020. Public consultation would follow with the
final plan being adopted by June 2021.

In order for the CRP to be incorporated in the next Community and Council Plan (2021 — 2025), the
draft CRP will need to be endorsed by Council by December 2020. This timeframe will allow the
CRP to be included within Council’s Annual Reporting process and allow the CRP to be embedded
into Council’s operations.

The recommended timeline for developing the CRP is shown below in Figure 1.

Jan-20

Feb-20
Mar-20
Apr-20
May-20
Jun-20

Jul-20
Aug-20
Sep-20
Oct-20
Nov-20
Dec-20
Jan-21
Feb-21
Mar-21
Apr-21
May-21
Jun-21

:

Mar-24

Council Report: Scope and Timeframes for CRP
Recruit & Procurement

Project Commencement & Preliminaries
Engagement with Councillors, Staff and Community
Research - contemporary practice and response
Evaluation of current Council policies, practices & risk
Identification of partnership opportunities

CRP - Writing of Draft

CRP - Draft for Council Endorsement

Draft for Public Comment

Finalise CRP

CRP for final Endorsement

Oversee Implementation of CRP & Embed into organisation ||||||

Care Taker Period

Figure 1: Officer Recommended timeline for developing the Climate Response Plan

The recommended timing for the CRP’s development requires additional financial resources not
currently budgeted for in the current 2019/20 budget.

Alternative Timing Option — Climate Response Plan development to start in 2020-21

If funding is not available until 2020/21, an alternative commencement date in July 2020 would
still include a 10 month time period for the development of the draft Plan (July 2020 to April 2021)
and two months for public consultation and finalisation of the Plan (May/June 2021). This
timeframe would result in a condensed engagement and consultation period and would still be
impacted by the Election Caretaker Period (See Option 3, Section 5). A delayed start to the CRP
would also lose the opportunity to embed the implementation of the CRP into the Council Plan
2021-2025 and it would miss an important chance to integrate the CRP work with Council’s public
health and wellbeing planning, which runs in parallel with the Council Plan timeframes. Both the
Climate Change Act 2017 and Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 require Council to
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demonstrate ‘regard to the State Public Health and Wellbeing Plan’ and regard to climate change
when undertaking this planning.

Delaying the commencement of developing the Climate Response Plan to the 2020/21 financial
year is not the recommended option. It would also be at odds with Council’s second Notice of
Motion which reinforced the urgency of preparing the CRP.

Approach
It is proposed that the development of the CRP will include:

Early engagement with Councillors for a briefing on the latest Climate Science and
projected climate future to inform the development of the CRP, including a potential
carbon emissions reduction target, and thereafter at key milestones through Issues
Briefings;

A cross organisational approach to the CRP’s development, drawing upon the expertise
across the organisation, to engender organisational buy in and strengthen the
sustainability culture which will be required for the Plan’s implementation;

Where possible, engagement with all of Council’s Advisory Committees and public
consultation more broadly;

Research into best practice climate change action relevant to Knox’s circumstances;
Evaluating any changes required across Council policies and strategies, the Planning
Scheme and other organisational practices;

Evaluating key partnerships and financing solutions to enable implementation of the Plan;
Evaluating the impacts of climate change on biodiversity values within the city and the
development of a separate Biodiversity Plan (subject to 2020/21 business case);
Evaluating the Corporate Risk (including legal risk) resulting from climate change; and
Utilising any community engagement opportunities to inform the CRP undertaken
throughout 2020 and early 2021 during the development of the Council Plan 2021 — 2025
and the Knox Community Plan 2021 - 2031.

Plan Framework

It is proposed that the Plan will include the following sections:

1.

o w

Executive summary

2. Climate Change context — current and predicted climate and biodiversity impacts to Knox
3.
4. Status update and achievements to date with Climate Change Response Plan (2012 —2022)

Council’s Roles and Responsibilities

implementation

Knox Council Corporate and Community emissions profile

Science Based Emission Reduction Target (for Corporate Emissions)

Knox’s climate change liability and risk exposure (including addressing AS/NZ ISO
31000:2009)

CRP Goals, Targets and Indicators

. Actions to achieve Goals

o Context and background information for each goal (or key direction)
o Listing of supporting policies
o Specific actions including department responsible, timeframe, budget required

10. Actions that the Knox Community can take to mitigate and adapt to climate change
11. Reporting, Monitoring and Review.
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Specific actions may include continuation and or expansion of projects that will result in financial
savings for Council such as energy efficiency improvements in Council and Community buildings,
streetlight replacement and electrification of Council’s vehicle fleet. Projects and initiatives to
increase community resilience including an expansion of Solar Savers, Environmental Upgrade
Finance, building and assets retrofits for extreme weather events and other initiatives that
ultimately reduce Council’s risk and exposure to the impacts of Climate Change.

3. CONSULTATION

Consultation with Victorian local government officers has taken place in developing this report and
has informed the anticipated timing required to prepare a CRP, as well as the resourcing and
financial implications. Feedback from the November 2019 Sustainable Development Group
Advisory Committee meeting has also been taken into account in developing the scope for this
project.

As noted above, the proposed approach will seek community engagement opportunities during
the Knox Community Plan and Council Plan engagement phase, and incorporate Councillor,
community and cross-organisational engagement.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL / AMENITY ISSUES

The next CRP will address environmental and amenity issues caused through the impacts of
climate change.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

The next CRP will discuss local economic implications caused through the impacts of climate
change.

The development of a new CRP and the required cross-organisational implementation cannot be
delivered by the City Futures Department within existing resources due to a fully committed work
program, including:

e Delivery of a $2.1m capital works sustainability initiatives program, 2019/2020 waste
education & engagement and community solar savers programs;

e Provision of cross organisational support for Sustainable Building & Infrastructure Policy
implementation, ASPIRE, Environmental Upgrade Agreements and electric vehicle use; and

e Facilitation of the Environment Advisory Committee and participation in the Eastern
Alliance for Greenhouse Action.

Three resourcing options are presented for consideration:

Option 1 — Immediate start for plan development only

In order to complete a draft CRP by December 2020, an additional temporary 16 month 1.0 EFT
Project Manager Sustainability role (Band 7 ~ $180,000 employment cost: February 2020 - June
2021) and $100,000 project funds will be required. This consists of $30,000 project funds in the
current financial year and $70,000 in 2020 - 2021 financial year.

This funding would be required from February 2020 to commence work on the CRP immediately.
The Project Manager role would conclude when the CRP is developed and adopted by Council
approximately 16 months after the project commencement.
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Project funds are required to engage external expertise to support the preparation of the Plan
with the following costs estimated:

e Drafting of CRP including stakeholder engagement - $45,000

e Corporate legal risks assessment - $20,000

e Developing a carbon emission footprint for Knox Council (corporate emissions) and setting
a science based emission reduction target - $20,000

e Promotion, Materials, Catering, Graphic Design for engagement - $15,000

The total cost of Option 1 is $280,000 over two financial years (2019/20 to 2020/21).
Option 1 is not recommended.

Option 2 — Immediate start for plan development and to oversee implementation

This option is the same as Option 1 but includes the role of a Project Manager as a four year
position to embed the implementation and reporting of the CRP into Council’s operations. The
longer term tenure of the role provides for a greater opportunity to secure a candidate with
specialist expertise to lead and implement the CRP project across the organisation.

The total cost of Option 2 is $605,500 over five financial years (2019/20 to 2023/24).
Option 2 is the preferred and recommended approach.

Option 3 — Delayed Start for Plan Development Only

This option suggests an alternative timeframe in the event that funding is only available within the
2020/21 financial year. This option will result in delaying the start of the project commencement
until July 2020 which will compress the development of the Plan and miss the opportunity to
integrate the CRP into the next Council Plan, and demonstrate ‘regard to the State Public Health
and Wellbeing Plan’ and climate change (Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008).

An additional temporary 12 month 1.0 EFT Project Manager Sustainability role (Band 7 - $121,000
employment cost) and $100,000 project funds will be required for this option in 2020/21.

The total cost of Option 3 is $221,000 in 2020/21 financial year (or $605,022 if Project Manager
Sustainability role is extended until 2023/24).

Option 3 is not recommended.

Summary

It should be noted that recruiting for a longer term Project Manager role (as per Option 2 above) is
expected to attract a higher calibre field of candidates. Importantly, a position responsible for
overseeing the implementation phase of the CRP is seen as an essential element of ensuring that
the CRP is embedded across the organisation, supporting culture change and building momentum.
If Council opts for Option 1 or 3, there is a risk of not being able to attract a suitably qualified and
capable candidate to oversee the development and implementation of the CRP. In addition,
Option 2 will assist in fully realising cost and energy savings for the organisation.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The next CRP will address social implications caused through the impacts of climate change. As
previously mentioned, ‘a Council must have regard to the State Public Health and Wellbeing Plan’
(Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008). The new Victorian Public Health Plan 2019 — 2023
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recognises the health impacts of climate change and has prioritised additional focus to driving
coordinated action to tackling climate change and its impact on health.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 1 - We value our natural and built environment

Strategy 1.1 - Protect and enhance our natural environment

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Senior Program Lead - Sustainability, Sam Sampanthar & Executive Officer City Futures,
Trish Winterling - In providing this advice as the Author, we have no disclosable interests in this
report.

Officer Responsible — Director, City Development, Matt Kelleher - In providing this advice as the
Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

This report proposes the approach, timing, resourcing and framework for the development of the
next Climate Response Plan (2021 — 2031), prepared so as to acknowledging the seriousness,
urgency and significance Council reaffirmed for this important project. The Plan aims to clearly
articulate what Council will take action on and how Council will support the community in climate
change mitigation and adaptation. The Plan will also establish an updated organisational context
and identify, assess and implement the appropriate treatment for all relevant external and
internal risks associated with climate change.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Senior Program Lead - Sustainability, Sam Sampanthar and
Executive Officer City Futures, Trish Winterling

Report Authorised By: Director, City Development, Matt Kelleher

Attachments

Nil
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6.3 Wantirna Health Precinct

SUMMARY: Senior Strategic Planner, Jodie Saisanas

The purpose of this report is to seek Councillor endorsement of a submission prepared in
response to the Draft Wantirna Health Precinct Masterplan. The Wantirna Health Precinct
Masterplanning Project is being led by the Victorian Planning Authority with input from
stakeholders, including Council. The Draft Masterplan Phase is considered the most critical
phase of the project.

The Draft Masterplan has undergone an extensive community and internal engagement
program. As part of this program, Councillors provided feedback in December 2019. Councillors
expressed a need to reinforce Council’s position and also sought clarification on some items.
This report identifies and addresses those items and provides a corresponding updated
submission.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Note the updates to the submission based on the feedback received in December 2019;
and

2.  Endorses the submission prepared in response to the Draft Wantirna Health Precinct
Masterplan as provided within Attachment 1.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Wantirna Health Precinct Project (WHP) is a major strategic masterplanning initiative aimed at
setting out the future vision for a new integrated health precinct in Wantirna.

The Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) is leading the planning and delivery of the Masterplan
process, with substantial input from Knox City Council and several State Government agencies,
including the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the Department of Transport
(DoT).

The VPA has previously briefed Council on the project as follows:

e The project outline, initiatives and Governance Structure - on 11 February, 2019.

e The program outline of the initial round of community consultation which ran from 15 July-
26 July 2019 —individual briefing sessions on 20 June, 2019.

e The Draft Masterplan and associated community consultation program - on 14 October,
2019.

e The outcomes of the community consultation program for the Draft Masterplan —on 9
December, 2019. (The second round of community consultation ran from 24 October - 8
November 2019).

During the second round of community consultations, feedback was also obtained from
Councillors, Council Advisory Committees and Council officers, and an independent Peer Review of
the Draft Masterplan was obtained. This report addresses those comments and the submission
content sought has been correspondingly updated to be formally provided to the VPA in response
to the Draft Masterplan.
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2. DISCUSSION

The WHP site has been identified by the State Government to provide a purpose built, integrated
health precinct. The precinct is anticipated to service the immediate Knox and Maroondah
catchments and complement facilities already existing at Box Hill, Monash, Berwick and
Dandenong. The WHP will be anchored by a best-practice public hospital providing acute, sub-
acute, emergency and palliative services. Allied and specialist health/office, research, education
and residential uses, will complement the hospital.

The precinct is expected to promote high quality, sustainable built form and open space design
outcomes that champion patient, carer, staff, visitor and resident wellbeing.

The project has progressed through:

e ATechnical Studies phase;

e The identification of Issues and Opportunities for the development of the site as a health
precinct; and

e Two rounds of community consultation and the delivery of a Draft Masterplan.

The initial round of community consultation (15-26 July 2019) sought public comment on the
issues and opportunities of developing the site for a Health Precinct. The second round of
community consultation (22 October-8 November 2019) sought public feedback on the Draft
Masterplan.

Background technical studies were commissioned for the project in May 2019 and the findings of
these reports provided the basis for an ‘Issues and Opportunities’ Paper as well as the
development of the Draft Masterplan. The Background Technical Studies covered the following
range of pre-development matters:

e Integrated transport opportunities;

e Spatial economic opportunities and issues;

e Stormwater drainage;

e Utility servicing;

e Urban design opportunities;

e Environmental assessment and land contamination; and
e Biodiversity and arboriculture.

The Issues and Opportunities Paper identified three key matters to consider as part of on-going
development and design of the precinct. These being:

e Landscape and public realm — the topography and location of existing protected
vegetation;

e Access and movement —integrating the site with the existing road, pedestrian, cycle and
public transport networks, as well as land to the south; and

e Built form — utilising topography, minimising overshadowing of land to the south and
integrating the Hungarian Community Club into the precinct.

The Issues and Opportunities Paper provided the basis for the first round of community
consultation (15-26 July 2019). Outcomes of the community consultation identified that:
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Parking within local streets was a major concern, as was the unsafe pedestrian
environment at the intersection of Boronia Road and Mountain Highway;

Integrating the site with Knox Private Hospital and minimising amenity impacts of the
development of the site on the Hungarian Community Club and the land to the south was
important;

Providing a precinct that the public could use was also important; and

The community was supportive of a health precinct being developed for the site.

The Draft Masterplan outlines four distinct precincts within the project site.

Precinct 1 will comprise the redevelopment of the DHHS (Eastern Health) site, including a
new public hospital that is expected to generate significant employment. The precinct will
create opportunities for complementary uses and contain substantial open space and a
wetland within its south-western section.

Precinct 1 will remain in the Public Use Zone (PUZ).

Precinct 2 will form a commercial edge to Boronia Road, with end uses intending to
complement the wider project site, including medical centres, specialist consulting suites,
GP clinics, medi-hotels and offices. The precinct will form part of the northern gateway to
the WHP, it will be highly visible and will necessitate high quality, ‘statement’ built form
outcomes. Precinct 2 will provide a buffer to the residential precinct (Precinct 4) to the
south.

Precinct 3 will be a health, education and research precinct. Located west of Precinct 1,
Precinct 3 will provide tertiary/TAFE education and research opportunities to the public
hospital. The precinct will also provide daily convenience uses, including public spaces,
food/drink premises and convenience retail.

Precinct 4 will constitute a residential precinct with a diverse range of housing options
including WHP staff housing, aged care and affordable housing. The precinct will also
integrate a wetland located in the south-western corner of the site, the future residential
development to the south of the WHP, and the Hungarian Community Club to the north-
west.

Precincts 2, 3, and 4 are proposed to be rezoned as a Comprehensive Development Zone
(CD2z).

The Draft Masterplan also envisages the following key design and development response
outcomes for the WHP:

Building heights along Boronia Road and Mountain Highway mostly feature 5-12 storeys.
Heights between 4-8 storeys are envisioned internally within the WHP site, dependent on
topography, and existing and future built form adjacent to the precinct.

Key built form outcomes are proposed along Mountain Highway and adjoining/overlooking
the public space area within Precinct 2.

Substantial open space and greenery is envisioned throughout the site, including links into
the Eastlink Reserve to the west and the future residential development to the south.
Pedestrian manoeuvrability has been prioritised. Several shared path opportunities are
proposed throughout the WHP. Internalised shared paths are also shown to link into the
shared path network external to the site.

Bus capable roads internal to the WHP are provided.

New road intersections are proposed to Boronia Road and Mountain Highway. Both
intersections are proposed to be signalised.

22 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council

An extensive consultation program was developed by the VPA and Council officers to seek
community and Council feedback on the Draft Masterplan.

The Draft Masterplan consultation ran for three and a half weeks from 22 October - 14 November
2019, with the Community Consultation component running from 22 October - 8 November 2019.
The consultation program involved:

e pop-up stalls within Wantirna Mall and Wantirna Health;

e on-line documents and an on-line survey;

e aseries of briefing sessions for Council staff and Advisory Committee Members;

e extensive advertising in The Leader and on social media;

e aletterbox brochure drop to residents near the WHP site; and

e posters displayed within all Council Libraries, at Knox Private Hospital and Wantirna Health,
as well as, shopfronts within Wantirna Mall and some surrounding businesses along
Mountain Highway and Boronia Road.

The consultation program was successful in increasing the level of community and Council
engagement from the earlier round of consultation. The responses are summarised in the
following table, with inappropriate car parking and inadequate public transport provision, a
common theme across all three sectors consulted.

Sector Consulted | Responses

Community e Generated 92 walk-ups & 23 on-line survey responses.

e Car parking concerns — people & hospital staff park cars in local
streets already and this will be exacerbated.

o |llegal traffic manoeuvres in local streets by the public looking for car
parking. Already occurs and could be exacerbated.

e Proposed heights — some residents were concerned that the heights
were excessive, while others were positive about the heights.

e Most residents responded positively to the Draft Masterplan and
maintain that the project is long overdue.

e Hungarian Community Club — requested that amenity impacts of the
precinct on the club are minimised.

Advisory e Included the Community Safety, Health & Wellbeing Advisory
Committees Committee, the City Futures Advisory Committee and the
Environment Advisory Committee.

e Inadequate public transport is already prevalent in the area. The
responsibility for the costs associated with the provision of public
transport to the precinct was questioned.
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Council Staff e Responded positively to Draft Masterplan as a high-level strategic
plan.

e Very concerned with asset maintenance (roads, drainage & open
space) once the site is constructed and assets are handed to Council
to maintain.

e Changes were requested to the location of wetlands within the Draft
Masterplan. This is to move the wetland away from a sewer main
and to protect an area of biological significance.

e Appropriate long-term parking arrangements must be provided for
the site.

e Inadequate public transport to the site and connecting the site with
nearby Activity Centres and the Enterprise Corridor, highlighted.

e The potential impact of building heights on the view lines to the
Dandenong Ranges was raised.

e The WHP should not be considered as a stand-alone precinct.
Rather, it is part of a much greater network of activity centres,
business precincts and other health services. The WHP needs to
leverage of these other centres and precincts to be successful.

Councillors were presented with the consultation responses and outcomes in December 2019.

Having regard to the consultation responses and outcomes, Councillors identified additional items
to be addressed and further reinforced as part of Council’s submission to the VPA on the Draft
Masterplan. These items are detailed below, and are included in Council’s submission to the WHP
Draft Masterplan (Attachment 1 of this report).

Car Parking

e Requested that affordable on-site car parking is provided throughout the precinct.

e A shortfall of car parking spaces will exist within the precinct, if the car parking rates
within the Knox Planning Scheme are relied on.

e Basement car parking must be provided throughout the precinct.

Public Transport — Bus Service 901

e Requested investigating re-routing the 901 Bus Service into the site to connect the
precinct with Ringwood Train Station. Advised that re-routing the 901 Bus Service would
also necessitate addressing the transport interchange and associated infrastructure
within the precinct and at Ringwood Train Station. Requested that this is also addressed
following a future Traffic Study investigating the route and connections.
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Through Road on DHHS Site

Requested that the submission reinforces Council’s position that it does not support
truncating the through road from the signalised intersection at Mountain Hwy into the
site and roundabout towards Boronia Road. The road must be provided as a through
road.

Public Hospital

Requested that the submission seek to build the public hospital earlier than estimated by
the DHHS.

Connection between Knox Private Hospital & the Precinct/Wantirna Health

Requested that the submission reinforces Council’s position that a connection be
provided between Knox Private Hospital and Wantirna Health.

Further requested that the interface of the precinct and any connection of Wantirna
Health with Knox Private Hospital is provided as a safe connection and that mobility is
addressed.

Green Spine

Requested designs demonstrating that the southern section of the Green Spine, towards
and adjoining the wetland, is achievable. Very concerned that the considerable slope in
this section of the Precinct may result in the development outcome comprising a series
of ramps and hardstand areas, with very little ‘green space’.

Note: The above concern was further reviewed by Council officers. Officers support this
concern, and additional information is included below.

The width of the Green Spine (approximately 20-25m), together with the slope and
intended heights of surrounding built form, will be insufficient to ensure the Green Spine
can be developed to attract and maintain people to actively use and enjoy the area. The
width of the Green Spine and building heights, need to be revisited. Preliminary plans
should correspondingly be prepared and distributed for comment by the VPA, to
demonstrate an appropriate design and construction of the Green Spine area, to achieve
the outcomes sought within the Draft Masterplan.

The open space provision for the entire precinct is considered poor. It appears that
insufficient usable open space has been provided and that the open space lacks
connectivity. This is particularly important given the precinct intends to provide a range
of residential opportunities on the site, and, as a ‘Health Precinct’, it seeks to capitalise
on open space outcomes to improve mental and physical health for residents, staff and
visitors. In addition, the general topography of the precinct restricts access by people
with limited mobility, which will likely be a significant user group for the precinct.

In reviewing the width/adjoining building heights associated with the Green Spine,
Council also seeks that 8.5% usable open space is provided for the precinct. Both
wetland areas and the reserve adjoining Eastlink cannot be included within this 8.5%
usable open space calculation.
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Hard Copies of Masterplanning Documents

e Requested that final copies of the Draft Masterplan and all associated additional
Masterplanning documents, contain copies in a larger typeface. Requested that
hardcopies of the Draft Masterplan and all associated additional Masterplanning
documents, be provided within Council libraries.

Council’s submissions, Attachment 1, presents Council’s responses over two tables. Table 1
provides all responses specific to the Draft Masterplan. Table 2 provides all remaining responses
that Council will require the VPA to address post finalisation of the Draft Masterplan. The majority
of these items are to be resolved prior to the finalisation of the Masterplan and corresponding
Comprehensive Development Plan and associated Comprehensive Development Zone Schedule
and Guidelines.

Breaking the responses down into those associated with the Draft Masterplan and those for
resolution/to be addressed at a later date, clearly articulates where and when Council’s
concerns/comments exist within the Masterplanning project. This is important given the
consultation undertaken for the Draft Masterplan, was likely the most extensive for the entire
project.

Concerns raised by Councillors in December 2019, have been separately reiterated in Attachment
1 and are intended to be included within the cover letter to the submission.

One item that had been part of much earlier discussions, but has since been relegated by the VPA,
relates to Development Contributions and the funding mechanism intended to be instituted by the
VPA for the Precinct. The latest inference is that each landowner will be responsible for the full
cost of infrastructure items required on their land parcel.

Officers have consistently advised the VPA that a Development Contributions model that requires
Council payment for any infrastructure item will not be accepted. Further, the costs of more
significant infrastructure such as signalising intersections and arterial road changes require an
appropriate mechanism to ensure they are shared fairly across benefiting landowners. Additional
discussions will be sought on this matter following the finalisation of comments associated with
the Draft Masterplan and will be reported back to Council in due course.

Following Council’s endorsement of the submission (Attachment 1), the submission will be
forwarded to the VPA as Council’s formal submission to the Wantirna Health Precinct Draft
Masterplan. The submission items will be accommodated within the Final Masterplan, where
appropriate. It is anticipated the VPA will finalise the Masterplan in February-March 2020.

3. CONSULTATION

Extensive consultation has been conducted as part of the draft WHP masterplanning process and
has been explained in the previous sections of this report.
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL / AMENITY ISSUES

Environmental and amenity concerns of the Draft Masterplan largely relate to additional car
parking within local streets, inadequate public transport provision, building heights and loss of
view lines, and the loss of significant vegetation due to the location of the proposed drainage
wetland. These issues will form part of Council’s submission to the VPA on the Draft Masterplan.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

Concern regarding asset maintenance once the site has been constructed and assets are handed
back to Council, has been raised by officers on several occasions. Citing previous experience and
examples, officers are concerned that assets will not be constructed and initially maintained to
Council’s requirements prior to handover. Officers are also concerned that inadequate attention
is being paid to this matter now, with the VPA preferring to lock in the Draft Masterplan design
first and deal with assets in the future.

Added to this matter is that the funding mechanism to secure Development Contributions has not
been discussed with officers for some time. The plan will not be realised until it is known what
items require contributions, which entities will need to contribute towards them and when. The
latest inference from the VPA is that each landowner will be responsible for funding the
infrastructure on their land. No Development Contributions Plan or Section 173 Agreement
arrangement is intended to be applied.

Unaddressed asset and development contributions matters may impact Council’s long- term
capacity to fund on-going infrastructure maintenance and provision. These concerns will form
part of Council’s submission to the VPA on the Draft Masterplan if they have not been resolved
earlier.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The consultation program had been designed to achieve maximum reach for the community and
Council to actively participate in the process.

The benefits to the Knox resident and business communities of the provision of additional
specialist health services has been widely discussed in several publications including Plan
Melbourne, the Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2015-2019, the Health Demand
Analysis 2016, Knox Land for Business 2018, and, the Knox Council and Community Plan 2017-
2021. The increased availability of health services that will be provided, together with the
significant increase in employment, business and investment generated by the precinct, is
reflected in community sentiment that the project is ‘overdue’.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 5 - We have a strong regional economy, local employment and learning opportunities

Strategy 5.1 - Attract new investment to Knox and support the development of existing local
businesses, with a particular focus on the Advanced Manufacturing, Health, Ageing and Business
Services sectors.

Strategy 5.2 - Plan for a range of key strategic centres that provide for a diversity of employment,
services and amenities to support the changing needs of our community.
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Strategy 5.3 - Promote and improve infrastructure and technology within the municipality and
enhance strategic employment places for business.

All these strategies seek to initiate investment and/or employment, through the effective strategic
planning of specific places, including the Wantirna Health Precinct.

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Senior Strategic Planner, Jodie Saisanas - In providing this advice as the Author, | have no
disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Director, City Development, Matt Kelleher - In providing this advice as the
Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

This report provides an update of all internal responses received following the extensive
consultation program for the Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan. It also recommends that
Council endorse the submission content within Attachment 1 to comprise Council’s formal
submission to the Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan.

The Draft Masterplan is a high level concept plan for the future development of the land as a
substantive Health Precinct servicing Melbourne’s eastern region. It will incorporate a new
hospital, allied health facilities, education and research facilities, and a variety of residential
outcomes, all set within a green, park-like setting and offering sustainable development outcomes.

The Draft Masterplanning phase of the project has been identified as the most important phase
and considerable effort has been undertaken to secure a comprehensive and robust response to
the Draft Masterplan.

Following endorsement of the submission content, the submission will be forwarded to the VPA
for its consideration and inclusion within the final Masterplan, where appropriate. It is anticipated
the VPA will finalise the Masterplan in February-March, 2020.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Jodie Saisanas, Senior Strategic Planner

Report Authorised By: Matt Kelleher, Director City Development

Attachments

1. Attachment 1 — Knox City Council’s Submission Content to the Wantirna Health Precinct

Draft Masterplan. [6.3.1 - 14 pages]
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Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan

Formal Submission Content

Summary

This report provides the submission content to be provided to the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA)
as Council’s formal submission to the Wantirna Health Precinct (WHP) Draft Masterplan.

The proposed submission content is provided within the attached Tables (Tables 1 and 2) and
comprises responses from Councillors, Advisory Committees, Staff and an Independent Peer Review
of the Draft Masterplan. The responses are grouped into the three key themes identified and
consistently applied by the VPA throughout the design process for the Draft Masterplan. These
themes being ‘Landscape and Public Realm’, ‘Access and Movement’, and, ‘Built Form’. An
additional category ‘Additional Items’ includes responses outside the VPA’s three themes.

The attached Table 1 provides all responses specific to addressing the Draft Masterplan. Table 2
provides all remaining responses hat Council requires the VPA to addresss post finalisation of the
Draft Masterplan. The majority of these items are sought to be resolved prior to finalisation of the
Masterplan, the Comprehensive Development Plan and associated Comprehensive Development
Zone Schedule and Guidelines, the next phase of the project.

Breaking the submission down into those responses directly attributable to the Draft Masterplan
and those for resolution at a later phase (and when), clearly articulates Council’s comments and
concerns regarding the project beyond the Draft Masterplanning phase. This is particularly
important given consultation associated with the Draft Masterplan was likely the most extensive for
the entire project.

In addition to the content provided within Tables 1 and 2, items specifically raised by Councillors
have been reiterated in the following section. This content is proposed to form part of the cover
letter to Council’s submission. Tables 1 and 2 will otherwise constitute Council’s formal submission
to the Wantirna Health Precinct (WHP) Draft Masterplan, attached to the cover letter.

Following endorsement of Tables 1 and 2, and the content below, as Council’s formal submission to
the WHP Draft Masterplan, the material will accordingly be forwarded to the VPA. It is anticipated
the VPA will finalise the Masterplan in February-March 2020.

Specific Cover Letter Content

The following items, although included with the attached Tables, as Council’s formal submission to
the WHP Draft Masterplan, highlight Council’s specific concerns and comments to the Draft
Masterplan.

1) Council advises that it does not support truncating the road through the DHHS site that runs
from the existing signalised intersection at Mountain Highway, into the site/roundabout
towards Boronia Road. This road must be provided as a through road.

2) Re-routing Bus Service 901 should be investigated as a priority. Bus Service 901 should be
re-routed through the site and connect with Ringwood Train Station. Re-routing the bus
service will necessitate addressing the transport interchange and associated infrastructure

Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan

(Formal Submission Content to the Draft Masterplan)
Page 1
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

at Ringwood Train Station. This would need to be investigated following a future Traffic
Study examining the route and connections.

Basement car parking/parking under buildings, must be provided to address parking
demands for the area.

Council advises the DHHS to consider building the public hospital earlier than currently
estimated (approximately 15 years’ time). Besides providing much needed health services,
this would assist to realise the vision for the Wantirna Health Precinct.

Council requests that a connection is provided between Knox Private Hospital and Wantirna
Health. Council further requests that the interface of the precinct and the connection
provided is safe and addresses mobility.

Council advises it maintains serious concerns regarding the design, development and
presentation of the southern section of the Green Spine, towards and adjoining the Green
Spine. The steep slope of this section of the precinct, together with its width and adjoining
building heights, may result in the development outcome comprising a series of ramps and
hardstand areas.

This section of the Draft Masterplan must be revisited and preliminary designs prepared by
the VPA, circulated for review and comment. The preliminary designs must demonstrate
that development of the Green Spine can incorporate the ‘Landscape and Public Realm
Vision’ sought within the Draft Masterplan.

The Masterplan and subsequent Comprehensive Development Plan, Comprehensive
Development Zone Schedule and any associated Guidelines must include specific guidance
on the design, development and presentation of this section of the precinct. The area will
need to incorporate green spaces, landscaping and active open spaces, interspersed with
associated ramping and shared pathways, and as identified within the ‘Landscape and Public
Realm Vision’ sought within the Draft Masterplan.

Council advises that final copies of the Draft Masterplan and all associated subsequent
Masterplanning documents are provided within all Council libraries and in a larger typeface.

Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan
(Formal Submission Content to the Draft Masterplan)
Page 2
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Table 1 — Submission Content to the Draft Masterplan

Theme

Submission Content

Landscaping & Public Realm

Open space, street trees, views, slope, landscaping

Stormwater

Council is satisfied with the proposed breakdown of wetlands — i.e. one for DHHS & one for DoT/AAG.
Council will require the wetlands to be the following sizes:

o DHHS site — 2,000 metres square

o DoT & AAG — 2,500 square metres

Notwithstanding, it is recommended that the proposed wetland on the DoT land within the SW corner is
moved away from the sewer easement. To achieve this, it is recommended that the wetland location is
flipped with the adjoining open space area. This relocation will also protect the area of biological
significance. (It is easier to replace a pipe than a wetland).

It also appears that buildings/built form are proposed over the sewer main easement as well as the
VPO. It is recommended that built form be removed from the easement.

Officers advise a preference to minimise risk to Council that the wetland not be constructed on the
sewer easement. The pipe outlet only could be within the sewer easement, not the wetland.

Officers recommend the VPA liaise with South East Water to establish their requirements/response.
Officers note that this matter has been raised previously with the VPA.

Existing Vegetation & Habitat,
Landscaping & Streetscaping

Habitat corridors should be included in the Design Response.

The Draft Masterplan should identify the location & type of all existing vegetation to be retained (i.e.
mature trees/indigenous vegetation). It would be useful to see how such vegetation has been
considered in the design of the Draft Masterplan.

Officers recommend that options are kept open regarding the location of the shared path currently
located within the Eastlink Reserve. One option would be to relocate the shared path back into the site
rather than along the Eastlink Reserve and onto Boronia Road. This will avoid significant vegetation loss
and ameliorate safety concerns (i.e. from overhanging vegetation/isolation perspective). If the current
location is pursued, it would need to be demonstrated how the shared path levels from Boronia Road
would match into the freeway reserve.

Open Space

Open space provision for the entire precinct should be revisited. At least 8.5% usable open space
should be provided for the precinct. The wetlands and reserve adjoining Eastlink cannot be included
within the 8.5% usable open space.

Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan
(Formal Submission Content to the Draft Masterplan)
Page 3
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Green Spine

Transport Hierarchy

Concern exists regarding the design, development and presentation of the southern section of the
Green Spine, towards and adjoining the wetland. The steep slope of this section of the precinct,
together with the width of the Green Spine and adjoining building heights, may result in the
development outcome comprising a series of ramps and hardstand areas that are substantially
overshadowed.

This section of the Draft Masterplan must be revisited and preliminary designs prepared by the VPA,
circulated for review and comment. The preliminary designs must demonstrate that development of
the Green Spine can incorporate the ‘Landscape and Public Realm Vision’ sought within the Draft
Masterplan.

The Masterplan and subsequent Comprehensive Development Plan, Schedule and any associated
Guidelines must include specific guidance on the design, development and presentation of this section
of the precinct. The area will need to incorporate green spaces, landscaping and active open spaces,
interspersed with associated ramping and shared pathways, and as identified within the ‘Landscape and
Public Realm Vision’ sought within the Draft Masterplan.

The Masterplanning process should incorporate a transport hierarchy within the precinct and
immediate surrounds which informs the design approach. The hierarchy should prioritise: 1) emergency
vehicle access 2.) walking 3.) cycling 4.) Public transport 5.) servicing vehicles 6.) alternative transport
modes and share schemes, 7.) private vehicle travel.

Public Transport

The Public Transport service offering to the precinct does not currently reflect the growth aspirations
for the health precinct and surrounding economic development hubs. Failure to provide a strong
offering will risk key sustainability objectives proposed for the site —i.e. vibrant, healthy, sustainable,
natural.

Higher order public transport corridors should be considered to link key economic generators in the
area.

Insufficient bus services currently available to the site. There are only two bus services. Both services
have inappropriate, circuitous routes. There are no direct bus routes to the site from other activity
centres/transport hubs.

Should the Public Transport offer continue to be neglected within/for the area, parking dispensations
should not be supported.

Wantirna Health Precinct Draft Masterplan
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The Draft Masterplan needs to consider how to integrate public transport services with Knox Private
Hospital.

There is a strong need for DoT to enable a shuttle bus service to park & manoeuvre through the site to
connect with the Bayswater train station.

Bus routes should be realigned to link several Activity Centres.

Note: The Suburban Rail Loop will hamper investment in public transport in suburban Melbourne so
uplift in public transport services is critical to support key development projects such as this.

In addition to the above item, re-routing the 901 Bus Service should be specifically investigated. The
901 should be re-routed through the site and connect with Ringwood Train Station.

Re-routing the 901 Bus Service would necessitate addressing the transport interchange and associated
infrastructure at Ringwood Train Station. This would need to be investigated following a future Traffic
Study examining the route and connections.

Car Parking

Mechanisms to implement affordable car parking provision should be adopted throughout the precinct.
Affordable car parking provision will assist in encouraging visitors/users to park in the precinct rather
than outside it, thereby reducing car parking congestion in neighbouring streets.

A shortfall in car parking spaces will occur if the Knox Planning Scheme is utilised to calculate car parking
requirements for the precinct.

Non-car based/alternate transport
options

If air transport is required for the hospital, the potential locations of a helipad & studies to support a
flight path, as well as impacts of built form, wind & noise need to be investigated.

To support the intention for the precinct to display best practice sustainable transport options,
alternative/non-standard transport options should be required to be provided. These could include an
electric vehicle precinct/charging stations, car sharing agreements, ride share opportunities, internally
circulating transport options, electric scooters share schemes, bike fleet schemes, personal electric
vehicle charge points (this includes charge points for mobility scooters) etc.

Shared Path & Road Network

Traffic studies should be undertaken to have regard to the future growth of Bayswater Activity Centre
(BAC) & Bayswater Business Precinct (BBP). The site is part of a much wider corridor & should not be
considered in isolation.

The DHHS’s building arm indicated Friday, 22.11.2019, that the road shown extending from the existing
signalised intersection at Mountain Highway, into the site/roundabout towards Boronia Road, would
not be constructed as a through road. It would not connect underground either.
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Given the above mentioned discussion, Council has the following concerns that result from the removal
of a through road from the existing signalised intersection on Mountain Hwy to the trunk road connecting
into Boronia Road:

o Removing the function of this access so that it does not service the development site will
compromise overall connectivity through the site and limit the functionality of the residual road
network.

o Provision of a signalised intersection will create confusion for site visitors into the site as it is
expected that a signalised intersection would feed directly into all areas of the development
site.

o Emergency access/egress to/from the precinct onto Mountain Highway may be compromised.

o The lack of a feasible through road connection would fail to support Bus Route 901 if it were to
be routed into the WHP.

o The alternate road access from Mountain Hwy is poorly located if its intended function is to
service an internal road network. It should be re-oriented further north.

Based on the above, Council has serious reservations about taking responsibility for contributed assets
that do not form part of an integrated local road network.

The road shown extending from the existing signalised intersection at Mountain Highway, into the
site/roundabout towards Boronia Road must accordingly be a through road.

Were DHHS to determine that the road will not be a through road, the road network would need to be
re-designed to improve legibility and access for the precinct. Council would furthermore request to be
consulted on any proposed change to the road network.

Key Local Road road reserves on the link between Boronia Road and Mountain Hwy are to be of
sufficient width to allow for the provision of:
o the safe passage of a DoT route bus; and
o indented bus bays.
Roads classified as ‘Local Street’ should provide for two way traffic and indented carparking to allow for
short term visitors to the residential development.
Pedestrian priority should be considered for all roads.
Motorised traffic through the ‘caravan’ site should be limited to emergency vehicles only.
The shared path network is to provide a link capable of connecting to Koomba Road.
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Consider the improvement of public transport services to support active transport usage throughout the
site.

The road along the south side of the property is not feasible as it does not take into consideration the
fencing along the side of the caravan park and it is not geometrically possible to construct the
intersection at Mountain Highway

The Masterplan should not seek to connect vehicular traffic from Petalnina Dve through the caravan site
and into the precinct. Access should be maintained solely for pedestrians and cyclists.

Space on public roads is also required for the community bus to drop off/pick up passengers. Itis likely
that a large number of elderly residents from retirement villages will require access to the
hospital/medical precinct utilising community bus services.

Need to clarify on the Masterplan the limited vehicular access/restricted vehicular access points to the
caravan site to the south.

If the site is proposed to focus on the road from Boronia through the DOT site as the main trunk, the
footpaths along the road should be considered similar as a commercial frontage, i.e. they are required
to be wider, as the path directly connects to the building frontage.

A 1.8m wide shared path is insufficient when directly in front of the building line as pedestrians walking
along the front may have conflict with users exiting the building or congregating in front of the
entrance.

It is recommended that if one side of the road has a shared path, there is no building access from the
rear from the proposed green spine.

Overall Traffic Impact

A Traffic Impact Assessment should be provided that takes into account the Aged Care Facility and the
hospital.

Traffic modelling should be undertaken which is based on land use growth projections in the Land for
Business Directions Plan & the latest id population and dwelling data for the Bayswater Economic
Corridor & surrounds. Council has invested considerable effort to ensure id’s population, age-structure
& dwelling projections are reliable, which have taken account of land capacity & permit applications, as
well as a range of social data. Urban Enterprise has the growth projection data for all land uses at SA1
level that can be provided to the transport modellers, which has been the basis of the projections to
prepare the Development Contributions Plan.

Connectivity

A physical connection between Knox Private & Wantirna Health should be provided.
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In addition to the above matter, the interface of the precinct with Wantirna Private Hospital must be
safe and address mobility.

Built Form
Building heights, setbacks, interfaces, st

reet activation

Built Form/Urban Design

The shape & height identified for the Aged Care Facility within the DHHS site is a missed opportunity.
Although the facility is shown on the plan as proposed to be constructed by the DHHS, the plan should
show what is ultimately capable of being constructed on the site. This could mean a revised footprint
shape and increased heights in keeping with the height typology identified throughout the entire
precinct.

Would like clarity/sections/diagrams identifying the interface to car parking areas — be they car parking
basement or podium built form outcomes.

The urban square lacks building frontage. More building frontage is required to enclose the space. A
suggestion could be to tweak building frontages to increase pedestrian spill within the space.

The westernmost residential built form of 750 Boronia Road has a poor interface/solar access. A
suggestion could be to break-up the western interface.

The open space area for 750 Boronia Road has a poor shape and dimensions. It should be split into two
spaces. This outcome would then assist in improving the residential built form outcomes around this
space.

The residential built form closest to the wetland on the DoT site, is too far removed from other uses on
the precinct.

Additional text detail is needed regarding the future public hospital — such as number of beds, its size
and scale, similar to that provided for Knox Private Hospital.

The same type of residential building is proposed —i.e. mostly four storey high apartment style
outcomes. There should be greater variation in building heights and subject to more detailed design &
investigation.

The Draft Masterplan should provide some indication of staging. Staging should clearly tell the story
regarding sequencing and timeframes.

The key built form asterisk identifying where built form edges should be emphasised (Fig. 5) for the
southernmost built form addressing Mountain Highway, should be relocated from the middle to the
corners.
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The arrowheads demonstrating future connections into the Hungarian Community Club should be
shown to extend into their site.

Appears that buildings/built form is proposed over the sewer main easement. All built form should be
removed from the easement.

Good to see lower building heights to the north of open space to allow for solar access.

Floor space requirements — need to check how the floor space requirements projected by the economic
analysis matches with a land use budget (which has not been provided). The 12 storeys could be an
unnecessary claim.

The Masterplan should be clearer that heights are measured in ‘storeys’ not ‘metres’.

Avoid impenetrable/un-activated podiums as per Knox Private Hospital (along road frontages).

The built form along Boronia Road should not be identified as semi-active.

Digital perspectives from the ground view are to be prepared and provided.

Consider a ‘grander’ presentation along Boronia Road compared with Mountain Hwy. Boronia Road
carries more traffic and has access to Eastlink.

Connectivity

A Physical connection between Knox Private & Wantirna Health should be provided.

In addition to the above matter, the interface of the precinct with Wantirna Private Hospital must be
safe and address mobility.

Land Uses

The DHHS should consider building the public hospital earlier than currently estimated (approximately
15 years’ time). Besides providing much needed health services, this would assist to realise the vision of
the Wantirna Health Precinct.

Additional Built Form Items

Background information to the Draft Masterplan should contain sections regarding:

o Further acknowledgements around the material that has informed the draft Masterplan.

o A section that deals with & advocates for the enterprise corridor —i.e. Wantirna Health Precinct
(WHP), the Bayswater Business Precinct (BBP), and Bayswater Activity Centre (BAC).

Draft Masterplan needs section(s) dealing with:

o Implementation & delivery of the Masterplan.

Scope needs to be built into the Masterplan to allow for future evidence based design solutions to

emerge.

Additional Items

Masterplan Documents

Final copies of the Draft Masterplan and all associated additional Masterplanning documents are to be

provided in a larger typeface for easier reading for some members of the community.
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Hardcopies of the Draft Masterplan and all associated additional Masterplanning documents are to be
provided within all Council libraries.

Table 2: Submission Content to be Addressed Prior to Finalising the Masterplan and/or Comprehensive Development
Plan and Associated Documents and Guidelines

Theme

Submission Content

Landscaping & Public Realm

Open space, street trees, views, slope, landscaping

Stormwater

Concern exists with taking over another party’s assets. This includes all assets — roads, landscaping,
drainage. Full Life Cycle Asset Costing (of all assets, not just drainage assets), should be provided to
Council to review. (Also see under ‘Existing Vegetation & Habitat’, & ‘Access & Movement — Car Parking’
below).

This concern has previously been raised with the VPA.

Existing Vegetation & Habitat,
Landscaping & Streetscaping

Need to ensure that the Bush Boulevard character is maintained. The Bush Boulevard character refers
to local native vegetation. It is unclear, how this will be achieved.

Species selection for landscaping must be appropriate to the precinct’s context (i.e. local native species,
climate appropriate, a mostly urbanised context etc.).

A Landscape Masterplan should be included within the Comprehensive Development Plan. In addition
to addressing species selection, the Landscape Masterplan should also address the strategic directions
within the Knox Open Space Plan 2012-2022 and the Knox Liveable Streets Plan 2012-2022. The Plan
must also provide for big, canopy trees within road reserves, at the top of hills and windswept locations.
Where not otherwise already marked for retention, development should seek to retain mature trees
and indigenous vegetation, where possible. Regarding trees, this would relate to all trees identified
with a ‘Very High’, ‘High’ & ‘Medium’ retention value.

TPZs should also be used to secure retention of mature trees.

Further to the above points, effort should be directed at ensuring that existing mature trees on the
DHHS site are retained in lieu of the DHHS being exempt from standard planning processes. These trees
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provide instant landscaping to the site, as well as buffer benefits. It would be useful to see how such
trees have been considered in the proposal.

Open Space

The spatial requirements of open space provision should be identified (i.e. an open space budget).
Unless clearly identified, open space is usually the first area traded off to provide sufficient and/or
additional car parking. This is particularly important if sufficient public transport is not provided for the
precinct.

Appropriate lighting should be provided within the open space areas (for safety reasons, visual
appropriateness, damage considerations to vegetation). Lighting should also meet CPTED.

Green Spine

Concern exists regarding the design, development and presentation of the southern section of the
Green Spine, towards and adjoining the Wetland. The steep slope of this section of the precinct may
result in the development outcome comprising a series of ramps and hardstand areas.

The Masterplan and subsequent Comprehensive Development Plan, Schedule and any associated
Guidelines must include specific guidance on the design, development and presentation of this section
of the precinct. The area will need to incorporate green spaces, landscaping and active open spaces,
interspersed with associated ramping and shared pathways.

Additional Plans to be
prepared/Open Space Contributions

Car Parking

Tree Protection Zones (TPZs), Construction Management Plans & Environment Management Plans will
need to be prepared.

Off street parking is required under buildings to meet parking demands for the area, especially given the
limited public transport to the area. The requirement to provide basement parking/parking under
buildings should be incorporated into the final Masterplan and all associated components of the
Comprehensive Development Plan and Guidelines.

Parking restrictions will be required on the public roads to reduce staff parking from Knox Private and
Wantirna Health (existing pay parking areas) and any new facilities. On-street parking should be for
short term parking while off-street parking is utilised for long term parking.

A Parking Management Plan for the precinct should be considered to ensure adequate parking given the
mixed use and different needs for parking in the area (nursing staff on shift work, general business staff,
residents and visitors to the hospital, teaching facilities, medical, business and residential areas).
Additional parking for visitors should be considered near the hospital/ medical facilities as parking is in
high demand and short supply at many other medical areas.
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It is unclear whether parking dispensations for the site are being sought. Previous experiences of health
related development sites have resulted in a lack of parking across the entire site. This should be
considered as part of the Parking Management Plan.

The carriageway width for ‘local street’ is shown as 5.5m wide and is insufficient for this context. This
only allows for residential parking on one side and one through traffic lane. Council has observed where
there is higher housing density occurring within the municipality, there is also a high demand for on
street parking. Space for visitor parking is required along the local roads (possibly using indented
parking bays).

The parking design proposal for the site should work on the assumption that no hospital related parking
would be supported on the local road network.

The proposal should provide public car parks off street to maintain walking and cycling priority at street
level.

The site design should ensure that parking provision for shift workers is prominent, safe and accessible.

Traffic impact on related assets

There is concern that open space will be the first area traded off to provide sufficient/additional car
parking.

Concern exists with taking over another party’s assets. This includes all assets — roads, landscaping,
drainage. Full Life Cycle Asset Costing (of all assets, not just drainage assets), should be provided to
Council to review. This concern has previously been raised with the VPA.

Car parking areas are to be designed so that one-way cross-falls from the hard-stand areas fall into
landscaped areas to provide passive irrigation of the landscape elements & reduce the overall amount
of stormwater runoff to the downstream pipe network.

All assets expected to be taken over by Council are to be built to Council standards.

Consider the inclusion of kerb cuts to the nature strip to improve natural stormwater retention.

Non-car based/alternate transport
options

Implementing sustainable transport and alternative/non-standard transport options, could include:
o Consideration of electric charge stations for electric vehicles, mobility scooters and electric
personalised mobility devices.
o Consideration of end-facilities for storage of personal mobility devices including bikes and
provision of shower and storage for gear.
Bike/scooter parking should be considered for both visitors, employees and residents of the site.

Shared Path & Road Network

Later phases of the Masterplan will need to consider:
o topography and DDA accessibility for all abilities.
o lighting for active transport modes throughout the site.
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e Asthe shared path will be along the green spine at the rear of buildings, there is a need for direct access
to buildings from this path. Alternatively, a shared path is required on at least one side of the Key local
streets to allow direct access for cyclists.

CPTED for Transport e Officers support the inclusion of the green spine as it is proposed to have high amenity and potentially
high environmental significance to improve the environmental corridor throughout the site. However,
there are concerns regarding passive surveillance along the shared path and footpath proposed within
the site especially during darker hours within the year where commuters will still be out on the shared
path.

e Appropriate lighting facilities should be provided to ensure that walking and cycling on the path
networks are safe during all hours of the night whilst still being sensitive to the local natural
environment. It is proposed that sensored dimmed lighting is considered along the shared path and
footpath that does not have sufficient street lighting spillage to encourage cycling and walking during
later hours of the day.

Built Form
Building heights, setbacks, interfaces, street activation
Land Uses e Land uses should be reflected as part of a land budget with quantum of open space, dwellings,
commercial floor space etc. shown.
e The Masterplan needs to justify how above land uses sit with Council’s Housing Strategy & Land for
Business Directions Plan.
e Affordable Housing targets have not been demonstrated. Five percent (5%) of the private housing stock
is to be nominated as social housing.
e The DHHS Strategic Program is yet to be finalised & presented to Council. The DHHS needs to provide
Council with a draft or update Council where it is at, so that Council knows when to expect it. It would
help Council to respond and support it.
Planning Scheme Requirements e The planning process needs to be clarified. Council’s comments need to be made in the context of the

form and suite of Planning Scheme controls to be applied to the site. That is, Council needs the
opportunity to comment on whether the Comprehensive Development Zone is the most appropriate
proposed zone to apply to the precinct and on the content proposed within the Comprehensive
Development Zone, associated Schedule(s) and Guidelines.
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It is unclear whether the Planning Scheme Amendment process will be a 5.20(4). It is unclear where the
rigour in analysing and utilising documents to prepare the Draft Masterplan has been undertaken.

All existing and future Technical Reports should be made available for review as part of the Draft and
Final Masterplanning phases —i.e. Parking & Traffic, Vegetation/Biodiversity, Projections
(Economic/Employment, Future Uses, Population), Infrastructure Services, Stormwater/Drainage etc.

It is unclear whether the existing Public Acquisition Overlay (PAO) needs to be addressed as part of the
future rezoning of the site.

Additional clarification is required regarding how potential contamination is being addressed within the
precinct. Itis unclear whether an Environmental Audit Overlay (EAOQ) is required over the site.

Development Contributions

It is unclear what funding mechanism is proposed regarding Development Contributions for the
precinct. Itis inferred that landowners will be responsible for costing items on their site, however the
costs of more significant infrastructure such as signalising intersections and arterial road changes
require an appropriate mechanism to ensure they are shared fairly across benefitting landowners.

Additional Built Form Items

Council needs to be updated regarding the education providers interested in possible partnering/
tenanting opportunities within the precinct.

With Precinct 3 being a health, education & research precinct, partnerships will be important and it is
unclear whether it is intended to attract some of the premium businesses already operating in the east
into the retail spaces. This will need to be clarified.

It is unclear how Council will be able to convert the opportunity of the Wantirna Health Precinct into
local procurement opportunities. It is unclear what programs the State Government will access to assist
with this process, e.g. Local Jobs First.

Council should have an opportunity to review and respond to DHHS’ plan for their site — particularly in
light of Council taking over assets/identifying whether DHHS’ plan aligns with Council strategies and
policies etc.

Please note that this concern aligns with earlier comments regarding future asset maintenance (see
under Drainage, Car Parking, & Existing Vegetation & Habitat)

It is unclear what affordable housing measures will be utilised, e.g. covenants and/or easements (e.g.
Justice Easements), established over the site to protect Affordable Housing outcomes.
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7 Public Question Time

Following the completion of business relating to Item 6, City Development, the business before
the Council Meeting will now be deferred to consider questions submitted by the public.
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8 Engineering & Infrastructure Officers’ Reports for consideration
8.1 Council's Masterplan Status Report

SUMMARY: Coordinator Open Space and Landscape Design, Andrea Szymanski

This report highlights the value and importance of public open space. The report has been
prepared in response to a Council resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting 22 September
2015, ‘that a status report (for Open Space Masterplans & Activity Centre Streetscapes) be
updated and reported to Council on an annual basis, to assist Council with the budget
development process.’

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Receives the current status report of Council's Masterplans; and
2.  Notes the status of Activity Centre Streetscapes.

1. INTRODUCTION

Open space plays an important role in society by providing places for social gatherings, exercise,
quiet reflection, children's play and organised sport. As communities grow and change, greater
attention needs to be placed on the strategic and detailed planning of open spaces to ensure that
they meet current and future needs.

This report incorporates a requirement from Council (Ordinary Council Meeting of 22 September
2015), for the status report to include:

Endorsed masterplans, including:

e Year endorsed by Council;

e Estimated percentage complete;

e Stages completed, where applicable;

e Stages currently funded (within the current financial year);

e Stages yet to be completed, where applicable, including the major components (eg. car
parking, pavilion, play facilities, etc.) and the anticipated funding sources; and

e Masterplans currently under development (within the current financial year).

For a detailed masterplan status summary, refer Attachment 1.

2. DISCUSSION

The Knox Open Space Plan 2012-2022 is a strategic planning document which was prepared to
assess and guide future development, to enhance and to maintain Knox’s green and leafy image
and diverse lifestyle experience in its parks and open spaces.

The Open Space Plan describes the many demands on parks and open space and the opportunities
for them to be further improved for the community's use, over time.
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2.1 Masterplans

The masterplanning process is designed to provide a strategic and holistic approach to the
development, the management of the site and identify issues for further consideration by Council.

Activity Centre masterplans are generally intended to improve the business, customer and
community experience in a nominated locality. Locations are usually local retail centres but may
include employment precincts, industrial precincts or other commercial services areas.

Activity Centre masterplans are often prepared following the development of a structure plan.

Masterplans are generally prepared as part of Council’s Capital Works Program and are intended
to:

e Demonstrate a clear and concise intent and vision for a site;

e Reflect Council and community aspirations for a particular location;

e Address, were reasonable, issues and concerns that are present;

e Bring together competing and complementary opportunities to improve the public open
space and landscape amenity, for the benefit of the community, stakeholders and the
environment; and

e Guide future investment, in a way that ensures improvements undertaken in the short-
term are not likely to prohibit long-term improvement opportunities.

Masterplans are prepared for a variety of Council assets or locations including:

e Active and passive public open spaces;
e Activity Centres; and
e Public Buildings.

It is of note that not all reserves and or public open space require a masterplan.

For the purposes of this report, only masterplans that pertain to public open space and activity
centres have been included.

It is proposed that in 2021/22 Council's Open Space Plan be reviewed and updated.

2.2 Current Status of Masterplans

Since 2012, Council has endorsed thirty-three (33) masterplans. Two (2), Wantirna Reserve and
Boronia Park plans, are currently in progress and are anticipated to be presented to Council for
consideration and endorsement in the 2020/21 financial year.

In summary:

e Seven (7) of the endorsed masterplans are complete.

e Eleven (11) are substantially complete (approximately 75% to 99%).

e Nine (9) have 50% to 74% of the proposed works completed.

e Twenty six (26) masterplans are staged for ongoing delivery and development across the
2020/21 financial year.

e An additional six (6) masterplans/landscape plans are for future consideration, subject to
future capital works consideration.

A list of all current masterplans for Open Space and Activity Centres is presented in Attachment 1.
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2.3 Master Plan Implementation/Funding — Open Space

When Council has adopted a masterplan, it is referred to Council’s Capital Works Program (CWP),
although occasionally funds are allocated prior to formal adoption to enable prompt
implementation.

The majority of funding for open space masterplans is allocated from Council’s Open Space
Reserve — Unstructured Recreation Program, with the majority of works staged over two or three
years.

In addition to Open Space Reserve funding, masterplan implementation often includes
expenditure on renewing existing assets, eg. footpaths, play spaces, furniture, pavements or other
items eligible for Council’s renewal programs such as planting and drainage improvements.

When this occurs, the intent is to design and deliver capital works assets and infrastructure
upgrades with the delivery of masterplan features and open space upgrades, in order to achieve
the most cost-effective outcome for the community and minimise disruption during construction.

Funding for specific sports facilities such as, pavilions, sports lighting, fencing, etc. is guided by the
Leisure, Minor Capital Works Grant Scheme Policy 2017.

However, where a masterplan proposes an improvement or change to sporting facilities, it may be
some time before implementation, given requirements for co-funding from the sporting group
involved and potential for State and/or Federal grants.

Consequently, when a masterplan is prepared and adopted by Council, it may not be fully
implemented, as Council is not always the funding body for all components of the masterplan,
some are future opportunities and all proposed works are considered against set criteria and other
masterplan projects.

In addition, during the staged delivery of various masterplans, their currency and priorities may
change as more urgent needs are identified.

In summary, a Council endorsed masterplan provides a holistic vision for the reserve, which assists
in the staged delivery of priority works balanced against the competing needs of other reserves
and assists in securing external funding.

3. CONSULTATION
Masterplans are developed with community, Council and other external government agency input.

The various strategic plans that guide the prioritisation of masterplans are also subject to
community consultation.

In addition, the annual capital budgetary process, which lists the financial requirements for the
nominated projects, is subject to community review and comment.

4, ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

The strategic direction taken by Council aligns with current state strategic visionary documents,
including Plan Melbourne 2017-2050, Environmental and Landscape Values — Waterway Planning
and the Draft Melbourne Metropolitan Open Space Plan.
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The development of Council’s masterplans aim to guide capital investment in locations across the
municipality and ensure that all opportunities are considered in order to maximise environmental,
social and economic potential.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

Approximately $14 million has been expended in the delivery of the masterplans to date, including
the delivery of modular buildings at key reserves.

There are a number of Capital Works Sub-Programs that contribute to the implementation of
masterplans including:

e New and Upgrade Capital Program — incorporating the Unstructured Recreation Program
and the Structured Sporting Reserves Program; and

e Asset Renewal Capital Works Programs, including Playgrounds, Drainage, Park Assets and
Facilities (buildings).

The balance of funds in Council’s Open Space Reserve, as at the end of November 2019, is
approximately $16 million.

There has been a steady growth in open space contributions received by Council (refer table
below) which directly correlates with the steady increase of development within the municipality.

Year Open Space $ received
2016/2017 5,936,078.48
2017/2018 6,720,653.80
2018/2019 8,043,538.18
2019/2020 953,275.00

Total to date* $21,653,545.46
*as at Sept 2019

As noted in the past annual report, development within the municipality and therefore, open
space contributions, will reduce over time, as it reaches its full development capacity.

The development of future masterplans will also need to consider the level of service that Council
can sustainability deliver.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Public open space provides significant benefits to communities. These benefits include protecting
biodiversity, improving psychological health and wellbeing, improving physical fitness, facilitating
social interaction and cohesion, promoting community pride, and enhancing child development
through play. Open space also provides a location for participating in civic and community
connections.

The importance and value of open space will continue to increase over time as a result of
emerging pressures of population growth, demographic change, urbanisation and climate change.
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Urban change shows that access to private open space is diminishing and appropriately located,
well designed and maintained public open space will become increasingly important for future
communities.

Preserving and maintaining existing open space is just as important, as it can be remodeled to
perform different open space roles in response to changing community needs as part of an open
space network.

Considered masterplans help provide social cohesion, generated though the community
engagement processes, in the development of masterplans and an immediate improvement in
social amenity, in their implementation.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021

Goal 1 - We value our natural and built environment

Strategy 1.1 - Protect and enhance our natural environment

Strategy 1.2 - Create a greener city with more large trees, indigenous flora and fauna

Strategy 1.3 - Ensure the Knox local character is protected and enhanced through the design and
location of urban development and infrastructure

Goal 4 - We are safe and secure

Strategy 4.2 - Enhance community connectedness opportunities to improve perceptions of safety
Strategy 4.3 - Maintain and manage the safety of the natural and built environment

Strategy 4.4 - Protect and promote public health, safety and amenity

Goal 5 - We have a strong regional economy, local employment and learning opportunities

Strategy 5.2 - Plan for a range of key strategic centres that provide a diversity of employment,
services and amenities to support the changing needs of our community

Strategy 5.3 - Promote and improve infrastructure and technology within the municipality and
enhance strategic employment places for business

Goal 6 - We are healthy, happy and well

Strategy 6.2 - Support the community to enable positive physical and mental health
Goal 7 - We are inclusive, feel a sense of belonging and value our identity
Strategy 7.1 - Protect and preserve our local cultural heritage

Strategy 7.2 - Celebrate our diverse community

Strategy 7.3 - Strengthen community connections

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author - Coordinator Open Space and Landscape Design, Andrea Szymanski - In providing this
advice as the Author, | have no disclosable interests in this report.
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Officer Responsible — Acting Director, Engineering and Infrastructure, David Yeouart - In providing
this advice as the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

Having access to a variety of quality open spaces is vital for any community. Since the adoption of
the Knox Open Space Plan in 2012, Council continues to make significant advances in improving its
open space network by setting priorities and delivering.

Council committed to reducing the delivery time (ie. staging) of approved projects, which has been
well received by the community.

At each stage of life, people are likely to use many different types of open space, from
playgrounds and active sporting facilities, social barbeques and gatherings, to enjoy the natural
environment or sit and read a book.

As urban populations continue to grow and change, open space is in even greater demand. The
challenge is to ensure the maximum benefit from existing open space assets and to seek
opportunities to deliver new open space as needs arise.

To do this, Council needs to identify new ways to deliver open space that are driven by innovation
and challenge conventional or traditional approaches.

Detailed planning and consultation is essential to ensure the needs of current and future open
space users are taken into account.

Through the processes Council currently has in place, it is in good stead to plan and deliver
exceptional open space outcomes for the community.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Coordinator Open Space and Landscape Design, Andrea Szymanski

Report Authorised By:  Acting Director, Engineering and Infrastructure, David Yeouart

Attachments

1.  Attachment 1 - Open Space & Master Plans Annual Progress Report 2020 [8.1.1 - 36 pages]
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PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

WHERE WE ARE AT

Since the adoption of the Knox Open Space Plan in 2012,
Council continues to make significant advances in
improving its open space network, by setting priorities.

In summary:

e Since 2012, Council has endorsed thirty three master
plans.

e Seven of the endorsed master plans are complete.

e Eleven are substantially complete (approx 75% to 99%).

e Nine have 50% to 74% of the proposed works completed.

e Twenty six master plans are staged for ongoing delivery
and development across the 2020/21 financial year.

e There is an additional six master plans/landscape plans
for future consideration, subject to future capital works
consideration.
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PROGRESS REPORT //

OPEN SPACES:

BAYSWATER
01 Marie Wallace Bayswater Park

BORONIA
02 Tormore Reserve
03 Boronia Park

FERNTREE GULLY
04 Quarry Reserve
05 Fairpark Reserve
06 Pickett's Reserve
07 Tim Neville Arboretum
08 Knox Regional Netball Centre
09 HV Jones Reserve

KNOXFIELD
10 Gilbert Park
11 RD Egan Lee Reserve

ROWVILLE
12 Stud Park Reserve
13 Arcadia Reserve
14 Peregrine Reserve
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15
16
17

18
19

20
21

22
23

24

Attachment 8.1.1

JANUARY 2020

SCORESBY

Benedikt Reserve
Scoresby Reserve
Scoresby Village

UPPER FERNTREE GULLY
Talaskia Reserve
Upper Ferntree Gully Streetscape

WANTIRNA
Templeton Reserve
Wantirna Reserve

WANTIRNA SOUTH
Llewellyn Reserve
Lewis Park

FUTURE MASTERPLANS
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PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

01

MARIE WALLACE
BAYSWATER PARK:

the train park

MASTER PLAN ENDORSED 2016
90% COMPLETE

Works completed:

e Performance stage, viewing lawn, picnic facilities,
public toilets, concrete walls, decommissioning of
power lines, road widening and new car parks.

e Water park feasibility study completed - activity not
supported at this site.

e Artwork to walls.

e Dog park investigation completed - activity not
supported at this site.

e Bike training area, nature play and additional BBQ and
picnic facilities.

e Bridge linking two Bayswater Park ovals

e (Car park renewal

Works in progress:

e Design of playground renewal complete, public tender
process scheduled for Jan 2020.

¢ Installation of solar lights to car park.

Yet to be delivered:

e Reserve signage

e Outdoor gym equipment

e Spectator viewing area to align with future pavilion
development
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PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

02

TORMORE RESERVE:

MASTER PLAN ENDORSED 2015
95% COMPLETE

Works completed:

e Reserve path links, park furniture, car park
modifications.

e Fencing and gates to the reserve.

e New cricket nets.

e Pedestrian solar lighting to reserve.

e Pedestrian solar lighting link in Orchid Ave

e New picnic shelter, BBQ. multi-purpose courts,
outdoor gym equipment, new planting and open grass
areas with drinking fountain.

Works in progress:
e Play space upgrade to be completed in Feb 2020
e Path connection links around oval.

Yet to be delivered:

e Public toilet - scheduled for 2020/21 (subject to
future budget approal)

55 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council Attachment 8.1.1

PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

56 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council Attachment 8.1.1

PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

03

BORONIA PARK:

REVISED MASTER PLAN IN PROGRESS 2020
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PROGRESS REPORT

04

// JANUARY 2020

QUARRY RESERVE:

MASTER PLAN ENDORSED 2009, REVISED 2015
WITH ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL RISK MP 2018
60% COMPLETE

a range of nature based recreational
activities that allow for positive
physical and mental wellbeing.

Works completed:

Sealing of Quarry Road, car parking, all ability path to
water’s edge with large platform.

Landslip monitoring continues.

Water tests continues.

Weed eradication (including goats).

Drinking fountain.

Works in progress:

Picnic shelter and lookout.

BBQ and picnic tables.

Nature based play space.

Fishing platforms with specialist bins.
Planting of trees and ground covers.
Reserve perimeter fence.

Yet to be delivered:

Public toilet - scheduled for 2020/21.
Additional car parking.

Additional water's edge access/platform.
Improved trail links and signage.

City skyline lookout.

58 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council Attachment 8.1.1

PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

59 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council Attachment 8.1.1

PROGRESS REPORT // JANUARY 2020

05

FAIRPARK RESERVE:

MASTER PLAN ENDORSED 2015
85% COMPLETE

Works completed:

e Public toilets, picnic shelter with BBQ and picnic
facilities.

e Play space upgrade.

e Consultation and design of daylighting Blind Creek.

e AFL goal nets.

Works in progress:

e Daylighting of Blind Creek from Manuka Drive to
Scoresby Road (Melbourne Water).

e Bridge linking to ovals.

e New creek edge platform.

e Planting of Blink Creek (April/May 2020).

Yet to be delivered:

e Widening of Blind Creek Trail.

e Design and delivery of car park upgrade to align with
future Fairpark pavilion development.
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8.2 Climate Change - Trees and Biodiversity

SUMMARY: Biodiversity Coordinator, Nadine Gaskell

This report is in response to a Call Up Item from the Ordinary Council meeting on 28 October
2019, requesting a report be presented to the January 2020 Ordinary Meeting of Council that
outlines localised changes in climate and the impacts on Knox’s tree population, the estimated
value of Council’s street trees and an estimate of cost to prepare a Municipal Tree Response
Plan.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council notes and receives this report as resolved by Council on 28 October 2019 in relation
to climate change and the impact on Council’s tree stock.

1. INTRODUCTION

This report responds to Agenda Item 14.2.1 from the Ordinary Meeting of Council, held on 28
October 2019, as follows:

That Council receive a report at the January 2020 Council meeting that assesses the localised
impacts of climate change and its potential effects on Knox tree species, incorporating the
following information:

1.  Anylocalised changes in our climate (temperature and rainfall) over the last 30 years
identifiable from CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology data;

2. Identification of the risks, threats, and opportunities (eg. climate adapted species and
provenance) for our streets, parks and bushland tree species from localised changes to our
climate;

3.  Anestimate of the economic value of the tree assets at risk, based on Council’s tree asset
register; and

4. An estimate of the cost to prepare a Municipal Tree Response plan to address climate
induced tree and canopy decline in all areas of Council responsibility.

This report provides the information outlined above as requested.

2. DISCUSSION

The Knox community highly values its leafy green environment, which includes all trees, shrubs
and grasses on public and private land. These natural assets provide numerous health benefits for
humans and support flora and fauna.

For the purposes of this report, only trees are considered. Within this context, trees:

° Improve mental, spiritual and physical health;

. Maintain air quality, by absorbing pollutant gases and providing oxygen;
° Help prevent water pollution by filtering toxins in their root system;

° Provide shade from the sun and cool streets;

° Reduce noise;

° Absorb carbon dioxide as they grow and store carbon;
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Reduce wind speeds and cool air as they lose moisture;

Reduce flooding and soil erosion;

Provide urban character by beautifying the area and strengthening communities;
Compete with other assets for space;

Pose potential fire/safety hazards;

Host birds, bees, insects, lichen fungi, etc. and provide cover for animals; and
Are an essential part of the economy and the future.

With a changing climate, it has become more important for Council to consider the type of tree
stock that exists on public and private land, its economic value, risks, threats and opportunities
and what measures need to be taken to ensure a healthy and thriving tree population in
perpetuity.

Further, while climate change is considered as an important factor in the selection of future tree
stock in Knox, ongoing development and clearing of private trees continues to be an issue and the
effective management of street trees and trees in Council owned parks and reserves is becoming
more and more critical, while urban consolidation prevails.

The discussion in this report will respond to the four (4) key points in the Call Up Item.

2.1

Localised climate changes (temperature and rainfall) over the past 30 years:
Australia
Australia’s climate continues to change in line with a warming, global climate.

Australia’s climate has warmed by just over 1°C since 1910, with most warming occurring
since 1950. This has seen an increase in the frequency of extreme heat events and increased
the severity of drought conditions during periods of below-average rainfall. (Australian
Government Bureau of Meteorology)

Eight (8) of Australia’s top ten (10) warmest years on record, have occurred since 2005 (State
of the Climate 2018 — CSIRO, Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology).

Records from CSIRO and Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology show that there is
an ongoing rise in temperatures and at the same time, there is a decline in average rainfall.
April to October rainfall has decreased in the southwest of Australia:

e May—July rainfall has seen the largest decrease, by around 20 per cent since 1970;

e There has been a decline of around 11 per cent in April-October rainfall since the late
1990s;

e Overall streamflow has decreased across southern Australia; and

e There has been a long-term increase in extreme fire weather and in the length of the fire
season, across large parts of Australia.
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Victoria
Temperature
Average temperature calculated over the 1961-1990 period is 14.1 Degrees Centigrade.

The graph indicates a sustained increase in temperature above the average, since the mid-
1990s. Refer Plate 1.

Annual mean temperature anomaly
Victoria (1910 to 2019)

Austrlian Bureauof Meteom bogy

Mean temperature anomaly (°C )

1910 1920 1930 18940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Year

Ea=d on a 30-year climatolog y { 1961-1590)

Plate 1 — Annual Mean Temperature Anomaly

(Source - Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology.)
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Rainfall

Average rainfall for Victoria, between 1961-1991 is 660.2 mm. An outline of annual rainfall
is shown in the following graph. Refer Plate 2.

Annual rainfall
Victoria (1900 to 2019)
1000 Australian Bureauof Meteom gy r 1000
900 L 900
800 L 800
E
E 700 - 700
I
£
v 600 L 600
500 - 500
400 400

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Year

Plate 2 — Annual Rainfall Victoria (1900 to 2019)

(Source - Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology.)
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While there has been periods or good rainfall, the anomaly graph shows significant periods
of less than average rainfall for Victoria. Refer Plate 3.

Annual rainfall anomaly

Victoria (1900 to 2019)
Australian Bureau of Meteom logy
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14
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=300 - 300

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Year

Based on a 30-year climatolg y ( 1961-1990)

Plate 3 — Annual Rainfall Anomaly Victoria (1900 to 2019)

(Source - Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology.)

Local (Knox)

The following graph demonstrates a gradual increase in hottest recorded temperatures in
Knox (3.3 degrees since 1970) and the hottest day during that time. Refer Plate 4. (Sourced
in Knox Leader 2019 articles written by Dr Allie Gallant — Climate Scientist, Monash
University.)

Note: data is unavailable for 1987, 1989, 1992, 1994 and 1995, however the graph clearly
illustrates increasing temperature over several decades.
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T1070 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2018
Increased 3.3°C between 1970-2018
e R o 094,95 L~ Ryt

Plate 4 — Peak Recorded Temperatures

The Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology has noted:

e In between 1961 and 1990, the mean maximum temperature in Scoresby was 19.4 and 9.8
minimum.

e In between 1991 and 2020, the mean maximum temperature in Scoresby was 20.2 and 9.8
minimum.

There has been a decrease of Knox rain days in Spring of 17.5 days since 1948. Refer Plate 5.

Knox spring rain days

Plate 5 — Knox Spring Rain Days

Note: data is unavailable for 1989 and 1993-1996, however the graph clearly illustrates
decreasing rainfall over several decades.

The Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology has noted:
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2.2

e Between 1961 and 1990,the mean rainfall in Scoresby was 854.7mm with 118 days of
rain greater than 1mm (mean).

e Between 1991-2019 it was 795.5mm per annum with 107 days of rain greater than
1mm (mean).

Risks, threats, and opportunities (eg. climate adapted species and provenance) for our
streets, parks and bushland tree species from localised changes to our climate:

Data and Mapping

Planning for and managing a healthy and resilient tree stock needs accurate and complete
data.

Currently, Council has some street tree data (numbers and species) but little on trees within
parks and bushland reserves or on private land.

To create a complete and holistic picture, an inventory of all Council owned and managed
trees (assets) needs to be established and maintained. This would include:

e Tree species/genus;

e Location;

e Dimensions;

e Spread of canopy;

e Habitat value;

e Significance;

e Condition; and

e Vulnerability to climate change (warmer and dryer climate).

The database would then enable an approach and methodology for identifying vulnerable
species, the selection of appropriate street tree species in order to support local biodiversity,
habitat corridors, streetscape amenity and adaptability to climate change (warmer and dryer
conditions) and monitor performance.

It is likely that several species currently listed on Council’s street tree list may not be suitable
in the future, due to the limited temperature range they are able to adapt within. To this
extent, it is recognised that some tree species — including some native species suffer
potentially damaging stress during days of extreme heat.

A similar approach will be necessary for revegetation projects and bushland reserves.

In this instance, an opportunity would be to establish a working database of Council’s tree
stock. This would focus on tree species that can cope with extremes in temperature and
drought.

Targets and Evaluation
Council is a signatory of the Living Melbourne: Our Metropolitan Urban Forest.

This document provides targets for tree canopy and canopy and shrubs for each region to
2050. The 2050 target for the Eastern Region (including Knox) is 30% tree canopy and the
total percentage of tree canopy and shrubs is 50%.

In 2013, Council used satellite imagery to identify that Knox had an overall street tree
canopy cover of around 22%.
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2.3

To demonstrate the target is being met, it is imperative that ongoing tree mapping continues
across the municipality.

However, Council does have a number of successful projects/programs to support increased
vegetation and canopy, including:

e The Revegetation Plan which delivers between 60,000 and 100,000 indigenous plants
at strategic sites, annually, creating habitat connectivity and increasing canopy cover.

e The Knox Gardens for Wildlife Program which has around 900 households
participating. The Program encourages planting of indigenous plants and trees on
private land to support local wildlife and increase neighbourhood habitat corridors.

e The recently adopted, Green Streets Policy which supports local residents planting
naturestrips, to encourage biodiversity within streets and reduce heat island impacts.

To assist in the achievement of Council’s 30% tree canopy target, a habitat corridor/canopy
cover plan, in conjunction with regular and consistent tree mapping, to determine the loss or
increase of canopy, should be considered.

Planning and Enforcement

Knox Planning Scheme includes Vegetation Protection Overlays and Environmentally
Significant Overlays, which provide guidance on vegetation protection and development
requirements.

While these overlays were informed by the Sites of Biological Significance, they do not
consider canopy cover, climate change impacts or connectivity.

There may be an opportunity to review the planning scheme overlays to determine an
approach to address incremental loss of trees on private land, as well as protecting canopy
trees more broadly to support urban cooling, habitat connectivity and supporting a canopy
cover target of 50% by 2050.

Regional Collaboration

Regional officer networks have identified that, specific tree species, such as Red Stringybark
(Eucalyptus Macrorhyncha) are in decline and dying.

Council is working with neighbouring Councils, including Maroondah and Whitehorse, to
address issues such tree health and canopy decline in specific species.

Opportunities are currently being pursued to develop an eastern regional approach to
increasing tree canopy.

An estimate of the economic value of the tree assets at risk, based on Council’s tree asset
register.

Council approved a street tree audit in 2002/03 and identified some 70,000 street trees.
Since that time, many trees were removed for risk management reasons due to poor health
and/or structure.

In 2011, it was reported to Council that there was an estimated deficit of 11,350 street trees
and the street tree planting budget was increased, resulting in a current stock of an
estimated 72,000 street trees.

However, following the 2002/03 audit, the amenity value of Knox’s street tree population
was estimated at more than $70 million (Street Tree Asset Management Plan 2016). This
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2.4

3.

valuation considered amenity value only, which means it does not include economic and
ecological values which would place the value considerably higher.

It is difficult to value trees, given that they do not depreciate as other assets and they should
be valued at regular intervals in their individual life. Council does however recognise street
trees as an asset through its Street Tree Asset Management Plan and allocates
approximately $600,000 per annum for street tree replacement as a part of the Asset
Renewal Program. Again, Council has no current data on the tree stock in public parks and
reserves, on private land or the economic value of these trees.

An estimate of the cost to prepare a Municipal Tree Response Plan to address climate
induced tree and canopy decline in all areas of Council responsibility.

The approximate cost to prepare a Municipal Tree Response Plan is estimated at $60,000-
$75,000.

The objective of such a Plan would consider tree species adaptable to climate change,
approaches to increase canopy cover and supporting local biodiversity and habitat
connectivity.

This would need to be the first step in the future management of trees and it would be
expected that further, ongoing funding would be needed.

CONSULTATION

Consultation has been undertaken with officers from Parks Services, Opens Space and Landscape
Design and Sustainable Futures. Data was also sourced from selected neighboring Councils (eg
Municipal Tree Response Plan costs).

It is further noted that a number of Melbourne based Councils are currently seeking information in
regard to the impact of climate change on their tree stock.

4.

ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

Trees provide many benefits to the community and the natural environment. Some of the
important environmental/amenity values are:

Climate adaptation: trees sequester carbon, reducing the overall concentration of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

Mitigating urban heat: as shading from trees can reduce surface temperatures by 20
degrees Celsius, as well as reducing wind speeds and reducing glare.

Energy conservation: shading from trees means that air conditioner use can often be
substantially reduced, decreasing energy costs for households and businesses.

Water filtration and retention: trees capture rainfall and intercept runoff, reducing flooding
and stormwater management costs, and also decrease the flow of polluted water into our
waterways by intercepting and using nutrients that would otherwise be discharged to
waterways.

Wildlife habitat: trees provide important habitats for numerous bird, insect and animal
species and create habitat connectivity or ‘stepping stones’ between key habitat areas for
fauna to disperse, such as through avenues of trees along road corridors and open space.
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5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

Given climate change and its current nature, there is likely to be significant financial and economic
implications in the future management of trees across the municipality.

With a view to maintaining the green and leafy image of Knox and all its benefits, the future
plantings, maintenance and management or these assets is critical.

The first step in effectively planning and managing the asset would be the development of a
Municipal Tree Response Plan at a cost of $60,000 to $75,000.

However, this would not be the end of investment, as subsequent costs would be generated from
the recommendations and implementation of the Plan.

International research on urban greening and the benefits for urban development outlines the
following economic benefits:

. Neighborhoods and shopping strips with healthy tree-cover attract new residents, industry
and commercial activity.

° Homes landscaped with trees sell more quickly and are worth 5 to 15 per cent more than
homes without trees.

° Where the entire street is tree-lined, homes may be worth 25 per cent more.

° Trees enhance economic stability by attracting businesses; people linger and shop longer
when trees are present.

. Where a canopy of trees exists, research indicates that apartments and offices rent more
quickly and have a higher occupancy rate; workers report more productivity and less
absenteeism.

As part of undertaking the work required for this Call Up Item, officers have had regard to
Council’s Call Up Items at Council Meeting Policy and in particular, ltem 6.5 which states:

“Where preparing a report responding to a Call Up Item which will require more than three person
days or 55,000 in costs, then the matter which is subject to the Call Up Item should be referred by

Council to the next budget considerations with a supporting business case for consideration along

with competing priorities.”

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The green and leafy image of Knox provides an important part of connection to land. Council is
constantly reminded by the community of the importance of its trees, parks, wildlife and green
spaces; that these assets are highly valued and must be retained and protected. Identified social
benefits include:

° Trees improve health by producing oxygen, intercept airborne particulates and reducing
smog.
° Access to trees, green spaces and parks promotes physical activity, reduces stress and can

improve the overall quality of life in cities and towns. These factors can contribute to the
prevention of a range of chronic diseases which are related to sedentary lifestyles.

) Studies show that urban vegetation slows heartbeats, lowers blood pressure, and relaxes
brain wave patterns, ie. people’s wellbeing improves when around trees.

° Children with a view of nature and trees at home score higher on tests of self-discipline.

° Trees significantly cool the city which helps manage heat stress.
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° A stronger feeling of connection to nature is associated with mental health benefits and
more sustainable behaviour.

° People walk and jog more on shaded streets, which encourages interaction with
neighbours and improves the sense of community.

° The planting of indigenous species within streetscapes and parks will showcase to the

community species appropriate to gardens that will sustain themselves in the Australian
climate as well as support local wildlife.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 1. We value our natural and built environment
1.1 Protect and enhance our natural environment.

1.2 Create a greener city with more large trees, indigenous flora and fauna.

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author - Biodiversity Coordinator, Nadine Gaskell- In providing this advice as the Author, | have no
disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Acting Director, Engineering and Infrastructure, David Yeouart - In providing
this advice as the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

Knox values its leafy green environment. Planning for and managing a healthy and resilient tree
stock needs accurate and complete data, on which to base decisions. Currently, Council has some
data on street trees but does not have a comprehensive view of the tree stock in public parks and
reserves and private land.

It is likely that several species currently listed on Council’s street tree list may not be able to adapt
to future conditions due to the limited temperature range.

In order to manage and monitor the large tree stock, a Tree Response Plan should be established,
which would:

° enable a holistic review, approach and methodology for the selection of street tree species,
including the species list, in order to support local biodiversity, habitat corridors, streetscape
amenity and adaptability to climate change;

° assist in the achievement of Council’s 30% tree canopy target;

° develop an eastern regional approach to increasing tree canopy; and

o coordinate with private and public ownership, given the land area in question and the time
taken for trees to be planted and mature.

There may also be an opportunity to review the planning scheme overlays to determine an
approach to address incremental loss of trees on private land, as well as protecting canopy trees
more broadly to support urban cooling, habitat connectivity and supporting a canopy cover target
of 50% by 2050.
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10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Biodiversity Coordinator — Nadine Gaskell

Report Authorised By: Director, Engineering and Infrastructure — lan Bell
Attachments

Nil
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8.3 Supply of Retail Electricity, Public Lighting, Natural Gas and Associated
Services

SUMMARY: Manager - Community Infrastructure, David Yeouart

This report considers and recommends the appointment of tenderers for the supply of retail
electricity and natural gas to large and small market sites for Knox City Council.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1.  Accept the offer of ERM Power Retail Pty Ltd, via the Procurement Australia Contract No.
2206/0638, for the supply of electricity (large and small market sites) and associated
services for a period of two years, commencing 1 July 2021;

2.  Accept the offer of AGL Sales Pty Ltd, via the Procurement Australia Contract No.
2206/0628, for the supply of natural gas (large market sites) and associated services for a
period of two years, commencing 1 July 2021;

3.  Accept the offer of Origin Energy Limited, via the Procurement Australia Contract No.
2206/0628, for the supply of natural gas (small market sites) and associated services for a
period of two years, commencing 1 July 2021; and

4.  Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign the formal energy supply agreements with
ERM Power Retail Pty Ltd, AGL Sales Pty Ltd and Origin Energy.

1. INTRODUCTION

Maps Group Ltd, trading as Procurement Australia, is a public company which negotiates and
facilitates public tenders for its members, in the provision of goods and services, including
electricity and gas.

Knox City Council is a participating member of this group and has engaged Procurement Australia,
as its agent, to undertake a tender process for the ongoing supply of electricity and gas.

This report considers and recommends the appointment of three (3) tenderers to undertake
energy supply contracts from 1 July 2021.

2. DISCUSSION

This public tender was conducted to establish Energy Supply Agreements with an energy retailer
or retailers to service group members’ requirements in New South Wales, Australian Capital
Territory, South Australia, Queensland, Western Australia and Victoria for the following energy
categories, for a contract period of up to three (3) years commencing 1 July 2020 for most
members or 1 July 2021 for some members (including Knox Council).

At the beginning of the current contract (2106/0634 Retail Electricity, Natural Gas and Associated
Services), Knox Council opted for a three (3) year contract duration, which commenced 1 July
2018.
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Others in the tendering group opted for a two (2) year period as Procurement Australia had asked
group members to consider a Progressive Pricing model, which was for the future purchase of
blocks of electricity when fluctuations in the market are favourable.

This model has not progressed, with the current tender process being initiated. Whilst Knox has a
further year to run on the contract, it has participated in this process to benefit from any savings.

For Knox City Council, tenders were invited for the supply of:
e Electricity (for large and small sites); and
e Natural Gas (for large and small sites).

Tenders were evaluated on a Value for Money basis, using both financial and non-financial criteria,
which reflects Council’s current tender evaluation ethos.

Non-price criteria included customer focus, relationship management, billing options, processes,
etc. To support the tender process, an evaluation committee was established which included a
specialist energy consulting firm (SavvyPlus Consulting).

Tenders were received from seven (7) retailers and four (4) were shortlisted.

Procurement Australia has now completed their tender process and has recommended the
following suppliers to Council, for consideration:

e ERM Power Retail Pty Ltd for Large and Small Market Electricity;
e AGL Sales Pty Ltd for Large Market Natural Gas; and
e Origin Energy Limited for Small Market Natural Gas.

Refer to Confidential Attachment — Tender Evaluation Report.

3. CONSULTATION

Procurement Australia has engaged with suppliers in determining the possible options for the
supply of electricity and gas.

No public consultation was undertaken.

4, ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

Environmental charges and certification was included in the evaluation process and passed on to
Council, at cost.

The proposed energy contracts with ERM Power Retail Pty Ltd have a provision for Council to
purchase accredited Green Power to offset all of Council’s emissions from electricity use.

The decision to purchase Green Power may be considered by Council in early 2021 — prior to the
commencement of the supply agreement and in line with Council’s proposed Climate Response
Plan.

The Supply of Electricity for Council’s Streetlight segment is through a separate Procurement
Australia tender — 3006/0637 Long Term Renewable Generation Power Purchase Agreement. The
tender is currently being assessed by Procurement Australia with a recommendation expected in
March 2020.

Also, Council is currently investigating the feasibility of large scale solar farm at its closed Landfill
Site. Outcomes from this study is expected to be reported to Council in April 2020.
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ERM Power Retail Pty Ltd (the recommended tenderer for electricity — large and small sites) have
no penalties in their Standard Terms and Conditions for using more or less energy, against the
contract agreement.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

Combined Historic Energy Costs for Knox City Council (large and small sites)

Utility 2015/16 2016/17 201718 2018/19
Electricity $540,179 $451,303 $490,743 $770,321
Gas $60,080 $71,274 $169,540 $157,128
Projected Cost
Utility (:ggc/azs(:) (Ifgf:c/azslt) 2021/22 2022/23
Electricity (Large) - - $446,326 $436,770
Electricity (Small) - - $370,350 $370,350
Electricity (Large & Small) $899,165 $954,192 $816,676 $807,120
Gas (Large) - - $230,712 $239,002
Gas (Small) - - $55,907 $53,611
Gas (Large & Small) $284,975 $326,731 $286,619 $292,613

e Electricity

Council has three (3) large electricity sites: Civic Centre, Rowville Community Centre and
Leisureworks.

Proposed budget (Large & Small) for 2021/22 is $954,192 but new contract indicates
$816,676 giving an expected reduction in electricity costs of $137,516 on projected budget.

Electricity (Small) prices will change each January.

Public Lighting is not included for Knox in this tender.
e Gas

Council has one (1) large gas site: Leisureworks.

Proposed budget (Large & Small) for 2021/22 is $326,731 but new contract indicates
$286,619 giving an expected reduction in gas costs of $40,112 per annum on projected
budget.

Council’s future budgets will need to reflect these changes.
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It is also of note that Leisureworks is now directly maintained by Council and electricity and gas
charges have been included in operating budgets since 1 March 2019.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

This contract will contribute to the functionality of Council’s facilities.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021

The provision of gas and electricity for the municipality is a basic, essential element of any and all
Council services.

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Manager — Community Infrastructure, David Yeouart - In providing this advice as the
Author, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Director, Engineering and Infrastructure, lan Bell - In providing this advice as
the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

Procurement Australia, on behalf of its members, has undertaken a project development, briefing
and tendering process to obtain competitive prices and value for money services for the supply of
electricity and gas.

The recommended retailers supply electricity and gas to large scale users including businesses,
government departments and local authorities. Consequently, Council can be confident it is
offered these services at a competitive rate.

Also, Procurement Australia has provided a process, as Council’s agent, which complies with the
requirements of the Local Government Act for purchases in excess of $150,000 and has been
evaluated by those with appropriate expertise.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Manager — Community Infrastructure, David Yeouart
Report Authorised By: Director, Engineering and Infrastructure, lan Bell
Attachments

1. Energy Tender Financial Summary [8.3.1 - 1 page]
2.  Tender Evaluation Report [8.3.2 - 68 pages]
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9 Community Services Officers’ Reports for consideration

9.1 Call Up Item - Fire Brigades Recognition Function

SUMMARY: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue

This report recommends that the Call Up Item to consider hosting a recognition function for
Knox Country Fire Authority, Knox Metropolitan Fire Brigade members and volunteers who have
fought the recent and ongoing bush fires be deferred to the February 2020 Council Meeting,
once the bush fire season is over and the full extent of the devastation of the bush fires are
known.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council resolve to defer consideration of the Call Up Item hosting a recognition function for
Knox Country Fire Authority, Knox Metropolitan Fire Brigade members and volunteers until the
February 2020 Council Meeting.

1. INTRODUCTION

Council resolved to receive the following Call Up Item at the November 2019 Council Meeting:
That Council receive a report at the Ordinary Council meeting of 28 January 2020 into the options
available for hosting a ‘Thank You’ function at the Knox Civic Centre for all Knox Country Fire
Authority and Knox Metropolitan Fire Brigade members and volunteers who have fought bushfires
for the Knox community in recent months, both within Victoria and throughout the country.

2. DISCUSSION

At the time of preparing this report, the eastern seaboard of Australia is in crisis with
unprecedented and catastrophic bush fires destroying communities, wildlife and six million
hectares of land.

The Knox Country Fire Authority have advised that in excess of 280 Knox Country Fire Authority
personnel have been deployed to New South Wales, North East Victoria and the Gippsland region
since the bush fires commenced, with some deployed multiple times.

Given the devastation of these bush fires and it being unknown when they will be contained, it is
considered more appropriate that this matter be considered in February 2020, when consultation
can occur with the respective authorities and brigades to make a full and informed decision on
how best to recognise the fire fighters and also consider a donation from Knox City Council
towards a bush fire appeal.

3. CONSULTATION

Consultation has occurred with Councillor Keogh, the originator of the Call Up Item, who has
agreed that this matter be deferred until February 2020.
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES
Nil.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS
Nil.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Nil.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 4 - We are safe and secure

Strategy 4.5 - Support the provision of emergency services

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue - In providing this advice as the Author, |
have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue - In providing this advice as
the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

Given the unprecedented crisis of the bush fires, it is recommended that Council resolve to defer
consideration of the Call Up Item hosting a recognition function for all Knox Country Fire
Authority, Knox Metropolitan Fire Brigade members and volunteers, until February 2020.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Report Authorised By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Attachments

Nil
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9.2 Youth Advisory Committee Annual Report and Representation

SUMMARY: Youth Participation and Youth Engagement Officer, Kelly Bartholomeusz

The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) is an advisory committee to Council with the purpose of
providing an opportunity for young people to have a voice and to assist Council with its
community engagement processes.

This report presents recommendations for the appointment of 13 youth members and four
community members to the Youth Advisory Committee for 2020, as well as provide an overview
of the YAC achievements for 2019, as per the requirements of the current Terms of Reference.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:

1. Appoint the following applicants to the Youth Advisory Committee (2020), as presented
in Confidential Attachment 1:

Name Category New application or

Re-Applying Member

Young person 12-18 years

New application

Young person 12-18 years

New application

Young person 12-18 years

New application

Young person 12-18 years

Re-applying

Young person 12-18 years

Re-applying

Young person 12-18 years

New application

Young person 12-18 years

New application

Young person 12-18 years

New application

Young person 18-25 years Re-applying
Young person 18-25 years Re-applying
Young person 18-25 years Re-applying
Young person 18-25 years Re-applying

Young person 18-25 years

New application

Community Representative

New application

Community Representative

New application

Community Representative

Re-applying

Community Representative

New application

2. Note the achievements of the Youth Advisory Committee for 2019.

3. Thank the outgoing members of the Youth Advisory Committee for their valuable
contribution during 2019.

173 of 237



2020-01-28 - Ordinary Meeting Of Council

1. INTRODUCTION

Council resolved on 25 September 2017 to establish a new Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) to
provide advice to Council concerning issues that affect the lives and well-being of young people in
Knox.

The aim of the YAC is to:

° Provide the opportunity for young people to give their ideas and opinions relating to the
development of Council’s strategic plans and policies;

° Engage in discussion regarding issues that affect young people. These issues will be
determined by Council in cooperation with the Committee;

° Participate in the consideration of strategic Council documents, plans and activities;

° Provide input into Council’s processes relating to young people where requested (i.e.,
provide feedback regarding projects to be considered by Council that have an impact on
young people); and

. Provide opportunities to develop leadership skills and experience for young people.

This year, ten meetings have been held covering a wide range of topics. Attendance has been
good and engagement by YAC members has been high. Feedback received throughout 2019, has
been positive and members have provided valuable feedback on how Knox City Council’s youth
engagement could be improved.

2. DISCUSSION
2.1 YAC Membership Selection Process for 2020

In November 2019, a recruitment campaign was undertaken to call for applications for vacant
positions for the YAC in 2020. Advertising was delivered through social media, including utilising
the purchase of targeted Facebook advertising. Applications were also promoted through local
schools and alternative education settings, as well as through the Youth Service Providers
Network. Applications were submitted online, making them easily accessible to young people.

Applications were received from 17 individuals. Applications were received in the following
categories:

° Young people 12-18 years — eight applications.
° Young people 18-25 years — five applications.
° Community representatives (any age) — four applications.

As per the Committee’s Terms of Reference, members in their second year of membership in 2019
were required to re-apply for membership if they wish to continue. Their applications have been
assessed alongside new applications, and have been included in Confidential Attachment 1.

The applications for members to the YAC were assessed by a panel consisting of Councillor Jake
Keogh, Councillor Marcia Timmers-Leitch and two Council officers. Applications were assessed
based upon the applicant’s interest, knowledge and expertise relating to youth and community
issues.
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2.2 YAC Membership Recommendations for 2020

The panel was unanimous in its recommendations of the 17 youth and community representatives
for appointment to the YAC for the 2020 calendar year (see Confidential Attachment 1 for
applicant details). All applicants have been recommended, as the panel noted that all candidates
were worthy of selection.

2.3 YAC Highlights and Achievements for 2019
2.3.1 Meeting Highlights and Achievements

In 2019, the YAC met for ten sessions, once per month excluding January and July, and during
these meetings engaged with eight different consultations. These consultations focused on the
following topics:

° Community and Council Plan Mid-Term Review (City Strategy).

° Engaging youth in local biodiversity projects (Biodiversity).

. Gilbert Park Redevelopment (Open Spaces).

° No Wrong Door website redevelopment (inter-Council youth project).
° Joint Committees consultation (Joint Advisory Committees’ Meeting).
° Intergenerational Projects (Joint Life Stages Committee Meeting).

° Youth Advisory Committee member experience (Youth Services).

° Knox Young Leaders Program (Youth Services).

The young people were highly engaged in the consultations and their feedback was reported as
extremely valuable. One meeting was cancelled due to the lack of a clearly identified consultation
topic, and two meetings were used as social gatherings to build group cohesion and to thank
members for volunteering their time.

Additionally, an opportunity arose for six members of the Committee to take part in the YMCA's
Youth Parliament Program. This involved the members forming a team to draft a bill addressing
an issue affecting the lives of young people. The team developed a bill entitled “Improving Access
to Adolescent Psychiatric Wards”, which they debated in State Parliament following a number of
residential camps held by the YMCA. The team worked hard, spending several hours preparing
their bill and developing their speeches. Three members withdrew without completing the
Program due to personal issues and three completed the entire Program. The bill “passed” in
Youth Parliament, and one member of the Committee won “Best Speaker” in his chamber.

2.3.2 Feedback from 2019 committee members

Feedback was sought from the YAC members and found the following:

Why Did You Get Involved in the YAC? (Select a Maximum of THREE Options)

To have a voice in the decisions of Council 92.3%
To give something back to my community 69.2%
To learn about what Council does 38.5%
To meet new people and make friends 23.1%
To add something to my CV 23.1%
To develop skills and confidence 15.4%
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What is Your Favourite Thing About Being Involved in the YAC?

Sharing my thoughts/ideas on different Council projects 69.2%
Getting involved in something outside of school/work 15.4%
Learning how Council works 7.7%
Other — please describe 7.7%
Meeting other local young people 0.0%
Developing more confidence 0.0%

What Would You Most Like to Hear About/Provide Advice on at YAC Meetings? (Select as

Many as You Are Interested In)

Trends in the Knox area (e.g., population changes or predictions) 76.9%
Sustainability and the environment 69.2%
Community and health facilities/programs 61.5%
Council’s strategic direction 61.5%
Major infrastructure developments (e.g. roads, shops, rail, housing 61.5%
estates)

Ways to get more involved in the community 61.5%
Recreation and sporting facilities/programs 53.8%
Emergency management 53.8%
Arts and culture 46.2%
Other - please describe 23.1%
Are You Happy With the Way We Communicate With You About Meetings?

Yes 100.0%
Unsure 0.0%
Not really/no — tell us how we could improve our communication with 0.0%
you

Do You Feel Your Voice is Heard and Respected at YAC Meetings?

Yes 100.0%
Unsure 0.0%
Not really/no - please provide details 0.0%
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Do You Like the Format of YAC Meetings? (For Example, How They Run)

Yes 69.2%
Yes, but it could be improved 30.8%
No 0.0%
Unsure 0.0%

Further detailed feedback can be found at Attachment 2.
2.3.3 Plans for 2020

Based on the consideration of the feedback received by the 2019 YAC members, some
improvements will be made in 2020. These include:

° Providing targeted skills development opportunities for members based on identified
personal/professional development goals.

° Supporting YAC members to engage with similar youth groups and committees across the
region for knowledge-sharing and possible collaboration.

. Exploring the possibility of a youth group focused on self-directed civic action, whether as
part of the Youth Advisory Committee or a separate group.

In addition to these improvements, the Committee will continue to meet monthly for 1.5 hours.

3. CONSULTATION

The recruitment and promotion process was developed in consultation with young people and
Councillors as part of the extensive consultation process undertaken to develop the new YAC and
the associated Terms of Reference in 2017.

The topics discussed throughout 2019 were identified through a combination of youth
consultation, Councillor and Council officer identified priorities.

4, ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

There are no environmental/amenity issues directly associated with this report.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

The annual direct cost of the YAC is approximately $4,000 per annum for catering and 0.3 EFT
($31,550) for administrative support to the Advisory Committee. This is funded within Council’s
annual operational budget.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Council recognises the importance of effective engagement with young people and supporting
young people’s own leadership and skills development.
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7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 7 - We are inclusive, feel a sense of belonging and value our identity
Strategy 7.3 - Strengthen community connections

Goal 8 - We have confidence in decision making

Strategy 8.1 - Build, strengthen and promote good governance practices across government and
community organisations

Strategy 8.2 - Enable the community to participate in a wide range of engagement activities

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under Section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Kelly Bartholomeusz, Youth Participation and Engagement Worker — In providing this
advice as the Author, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Co-Manager, Youth Leisure and Cultural Services, Nicole Columbine — In
providing this advice as the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

Following a comprehensive recruitment process in November 2019, seventeen applicants for
positions on the YAC are recommended to Council. Approval by Council of the recommended
youth and community representatives is now sought to ensure the YAC can begin its 2020 term
with a full complement of members.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

This report contains items of a confidential nature.

Report Prepared By: Youth Participation and Youth Engagement Officer,
Kelly Bartholomeusz

Report Authorised by: Co-Manager, Youth Leisure and Cultural Services, Nicole Columbine

Attachments

1.  Attachment 2 - Youth Advisory Committee feedback [9.2.1 - 2 pages]
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9.3 Minor Grants Program 2019-20 Monthly Report

SUMMARY: Community Resourcing Officer, Deb Robert

This report summarises the grant applications recommended for approval in January 2020 for
the Minor Grants Program. All applications have been assessed against the criteria set out in
the Minor Grants Program Policy.

Applications under the Minor Grants Policy are limited to a maximum of $3,000, which has been
the current limit since the commencement of the 2019-2020 financial year.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council:
1. Approve one application for a total of $2,910.00 as detailed below:

Applicant Name Project Title Amount Amount
Requested | Recommended

Spectrum Journeys Inc Autism Conference for Parents, | $2,910.00 $2,910.00
Carers and Educators at
Rowville

TOTAL $2,910.00

2.  Note that the following application has been approved and paid under delegated authority
in accordance with Cl.6.6 of the Minor Grants Policy:

Applicant Name Project Title Amount Amount
Requested | Recommended

Victorian Vintage Vintage Motorcycle Club Display | $425.00 $425.00
Motorcycle Club Day in Bayswater
TOTAL $425.00

3. Note that, including the above recommended grants which total $3,335.00, a total of
$101,319 has been awarded to date under the 2019-20 Minor Grants program to support
50 different community groups and services across the municipality.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Minor Grants Program provides a pool of grant funding that can respond on a monthly basis
to requests for small amounts of funding to assist with short term, one-off projects or initiatives
that are relatively minor in nature.
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The objectives of the Minor Grants Program are:

° To increase and sustain participation in a wide range of quality services within the
municipality; to build and strengthen local networks and partnerships; and to support
community leadership, learning and skill development;

° To support new initiatives or the expansion of an existing service that will address a clearly
identified community need and contribute to the development, promotion and
accessibility of a diverse range of quality community services and community resources
within Knox; and

° To increase the level of resources of community organisations that provide, help, advice or
support to the Knox community.

Applications are assessed against criteria specified in the Minor Grants Program Policy (approved
October 2018) to determine the eligibility of the applicant organisation and the eligibility of the
grant application.

The Policy sets out an open and transparent grant program that meets the principles of good
governance and is compliant with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989.

In accordance with the Policy, applications for funding have been assessed by the Chief Executive
Officer, or delegate, for Council’s approval.

2. DISCUSSION

This report presents to Council the recommendations for recent Minor Grant Program applications
in accordance with the Minor Grants Program Policy.

Two complete grant applications were received since December, requesting grants to a total of
$3,335.00. Both applications meet all eligibility requirements and address the objectives of the
Program.

The application from the Victorian Vintage Motorcycle Club for $425 to assist with their February
display day in Bayswater has been approved under delegation, in accordance with Cl 6.6 of the
Minor Grants Program Policy.

This report advises Council of that decision and recommends the approval of the application from
Spectrum Journeys for $2910 to assist with venue hire for their autism conference in Rowville.

3. CONSULTATION

Consultation is undertaken with relevant organisations in relation to their grant applications, if
necessary, to seek clarity regarding their applications prior to Council’s consideration.

Advice or information may be sought from officers across Council in relation to either the applying
organisation or the proposed project or both, if considered necessary.

The Policy specifies assessment can occur by the Chief Executive Officer, or delegate, and make
recommendation for Council’s determination.
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4, ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

There are no environmental or amenity issues associated with this report.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

The approval of Minor Grants is managed within Council’s adopted budget. The 2019/2020
budget provides $148,500 for the Minor Grants Program. Recommended applications for the
January period total $3,335.00. If approved, the remaining Minor Grants budget for 2019/20 will
total $50,017 taking into account GST adjustments.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Minor Grants Program allows Council to respond promptly to requests from Knox- based
community groups for small amounts of funding to assist a variety of community-based programs,
projects or activities. The Minor Grants is a simple and streamlined source of funding that can
make a significant difference for local community organisations in need of short-term, specific
purpose assistance.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021

Goal 6 - We are healthy, happy and well

Strategy 6.2 - Support the community to enable positive physical and mental health.
Goal 7 - We are inclusive, feel a sense of belonging and value our identity

Strategy 7.3 - Strengthen community connections.

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under Section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989, officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author - Community Partnerships Officer, Deb Robert — In providing this advice as the Author, |
have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Director Community Services, Tanya Scicluna - In providing this advice as the
Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

This report contains the recommendation for funding though the Minor Grants program.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

A confidential attachment has been circulated under a separate cover.
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Report Prepared By: Community Resourcing Officer, Deb Robert
Report Authorised By: Director Community Services, Tanya Scicluna
Attachments

A confidential attachment has been circulated under a separate cover.
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10 Corporate Services Officers’ Reports for consideration
10.1 Q1 2019-20 Annual Plan Progress Report

SUMMARY: Principal, Strategy and Business Intelligence , Carrie Hudson

This report provides the first quarter progress on initiatives identified in the 2019-20 Annual
Plan, adopted by Council on 24 June 2019 as part of the 2019-20 Annual Budget. The Annual
Plan satisfies the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 by outlining the services
provided by Council and the initiatives that Council will complete in the 2019-20 year.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council receive and note the 2019-20 Annual Plan progress report for the period 1 July to
30 September 2019.

1. INTRODUCTION

An Annual Plan was established for the 2019-20 financial year to assist in the achievement of the
goals of the Community and Council Plan 2017-21. The 2019-20 Annual Plan progress report to 30
September 2019 (Attachment 10.1.1) reports on the initiatives that support those goals.

The Annual Plan progress report only reports on those initiatives identified in the Annual Plan and
Annual Budget process, it is not a comprehensive report on all of Council’s activities.

2. DISCUSSION
Attachment 10.1.1 provides the Annual Plan progress report for the first quarter of 2019-20.

Q1 2019-20 Results:
Of the 23 initiatives included in the 2019-20 Annual Plan:

e 1initiative is complete

e 19initiatives are on schedule

e 1 initiative has fallen less than 15 per cent behind schedule and requires monitoring

e 2 initiatives have fallen more than 15 per cent behind schedule and require monitoring.

The initiatives currently below target are:

1. Expand the range of items to be recycled through the kerbside domestic and commercial
waste service.

2. Progress discussions with Melbourne Water to transfer the catchments of 60Ha and above
to the regional drainage authority.

3. Increase the number of cyclists using Council’s shared path networks.

Progress comments on all initiatives can be found in Attachment 10.1.1.
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3. CONSULTATION

The 2019-20 Annual Plan actions are linked to, and support the delivery of, the Community and
Council Plan 2017-21. Significant community engagement was incorporated into the development
of the Community and Council Plan 2017-21.

The Annual Plan 2019-20, including the initiatives, was approved as part of the Annual Budget
after public consultation on 24 June 2019.

4, ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

There are no direct environmental/amenity issues arising from this report. A number of initiatives
within the 2019-20 Annual Plan seek to have a positive impact on environmental issues within the
Knox municipality.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

There are no direct financial and economic implications arising from this report. Changes to
specific projects are reported through Capital Works and Budget processes.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no direct social implications arising from this report. A number of initiatives within the
2019-20 Annual Plan seek to have a positive social impact within the Knox municipality.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 8 - We have confidence in decision making

Strategy 8.1 - Build, strengthen and promote good governance practices across government and
community organisations

Strategy 8.2 - Enable the community to participate in a wide range of engagement activities

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Principal, Strategy and Business Intelligence, Carrie Hudson - In providing this advice as
the Author, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Chief Executive Officer, Tony Doyle - In providing this advice as the Officer
Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.
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9. CONCLUSION

There has been sound progress on the majority of Annual Plan initiatives in quarter one 2019-20,
with 20 of the 23 initiatives on or ahead of schedule.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Principal, Strategy & Business Intelligence, Carrie Hudson
Report Authorised By: Chief Executive Officer, Tony Doyle
Attachments

1.  Q12019-20 Annual Plan Progress Report [10.1.1 - 15 pages]
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10.2 Investment Policy

SUMMARY: Acting Manager, Business and Financial Services, James Morris

The operation of the existing Investment Policy (policy number 2003/28) was extended by
Council on 23 September 2019, pending further review by 30 June 2020.

The Investment Policy has been endorsed for Council’s consideration by Council’s Audit
Committee at the Audit Committee’s meeting held on 12 December 2019.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council approve the Investment Policy as included as Attachment 1 to this report.

1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Investment Policy is to provide mandatory rules and specific guidelines for
Council officers to follow in managing and investing the funds of Knox City Council. This Policy
provides a safeguard that the investment of funds will conform to relevant regulations, guidelines
and standards.

The operation of the existing Investment Policy (policy number 2003/28) was extended by Council
on 23 September 2019, pending further review by 30 June 2020. This extension was to allow
officers to investigate potential amendments to the existing Investment Policy. This review has
taken place and the Investment Policy has been endorsed for Council’s consideration by Council’s
Audit Committee at the Audit Committee’s meeting held on 12 December 2019.

2. DISCUSSION

A comprehensive review of the Investment Policy was undertaken in 2016. The current review
aims to ensure that the Policy continues to accurately reflect best practice, reduce exposure to risk
and be reflective of the current economic and investment environment.

There continues to be a focus on fraud and corruption avoidance, so the Policy ensures adequate
segregation of duties, ongoing monitoring and appropriate authorisations.

We have continued to see significant falls in investment earning rates in recent years. To help
offset this, it is proposed that a triple bottom line approach be taken for deposits.

The Policy has been updated to include a general clause regarding community support (clause
6.10.2 in the revised Investment Policy). This clause reads:

Council will look favourably towards those financial institutions that are active and supportive of
Council’s strategic objectives within the community (as outlined in the Community & Council Plan)
in terms of financial support for various activities and programs.

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 28 October 2019, Notice of Motion 98 — Climate and
Environment Change was carried. Included in this motion was that Council would “consider
climate change and biodiversity protection as key environmental factors in our triple bottom line
assessments of Council policies, projects and actions”.
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Based on this motion, a clause has been added to the Policy regarding environmental
considerations (clause 6.10.3 in the revised Investment Policy). This clause reads:

Council will take into consideration the environmental status of financial institutions and their
products in the decision-making process as new investment opportunities arise. If two investment
opportunities arise with the same rate of return, preference will be given to the financial institution
product that considers key climate change and environmental factors, providing that the financial
institution is compliant with the credit rating risk and financial institution risk parameters specified
in this policy.

Attachment 1 contains the revised Investment Policy. This policy has been updated to include
clause 6.10.2 ‘Suitable Investments — Community Support’ and clause 6.10.3 ‘Suitable Investments
— Environmental Considerations’.

Attachment 2 contains the revised Investment Policy, with track changes.

3. CONSULTATION

This report does not necessitate community consultation. The Investment Policy requires having
Audit Committee endorsement prior to submission to Council in accordance with Council’s Policies
Requiring Audit Committee Endorsement Policy. This provides Council with an additional level of
independent advice. The Investment Policy was presented to the Audit Committee on

12 December 2019. The Audit Committee has endorsed this Policy for consideration by Council.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 28 October 2019, Notice of Motion 98 — Climate and
Environment Change was carried. Included in this motion was that Council would “consider
climate change and biodiversity protection as key environmental factors in our triple bottom line
assessments of Council policies, projects and actions”.

Based on this motion, a clause has been added to the Policy regarding environmental
considerations (clause 6.10.3 in the revised Investment Policy).

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

The Investment Policy attached as Attachment 1 strengthens the internal control environment and
assists in the management of financial risks by providing mandatory rules and specific guidelines
for Council officers to follow in the managing, investing and availability of the funds of Knox City
Council.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no direct social implications arising from this report. A clause has been added to the
Policy regarding community support (clause 6.10.2 in the revised Investment Policy).
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7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 8 - We have confidence in decision making

Strategy 8.1 - Build, strengthen and promote good governance practices across government and
community organisations

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author - Acting Manager, Business and Financial Services, James Morris - In providing this advice
as the Author, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible - Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue - In providing this advice as
the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

This report recommends that Council endorse the Investment Policy attached as Attachment 1.
The Investment Policy includes amendments which reinforce and strengthen the internal control
environment and assist in the management of financial risks by providing mandatory rules and
specific guidelines for Council officers to follow in the managing, investing and availability of the
funds of Knox City Council.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Acting Manager, Business and Financial Services, James Morris
Report Authorised By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Attachments

1. Attachment 1 - Investment Policy [10.2.1 - 9 pages]
2.  Attachment 2 - Investment Policy with Track Changes [10.2.2 - 9 pages]
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10.3 Notice of Motion 95 - Public Statements

SUMMARY: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue

The Council adopted ‘Notice of Motion 95 — Public Statements’ in August 2019 and in December
2019 resolved to receive a report by February 2020 on this matter.

There has been considerable research and work undertaken in responding to this Notice of
Motion, however through the limited availability of time on Issues Briefing agendas, it is
recommended that Council agree to ‘Notice of Motion 95 — Public Statements’ now being
presented to Council by April 2020.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council note that ‘Notice of Motion 95 — Public Statements’ will be presented to Council for
consideration by April 2020.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Council at the August 2019 Strategic Planning Committee resolved to adopt the following
Notice of Motion and in December 2019 resolved to receive a report by February 2020 on this
matter.

1. Receive a report no later than December 2019 recommending updates to relevant Council
policies, providing clearer guidance to Councillors and the Chief Executive Officer regarding
public statements or attendance at public events, where the subject matter of the
statement or event has not previously been considered by Council and/or the subject of
adopted policy or position; and

2. Request the Chief Executive Officer ensure there are appropriate staff policies and protocols
in place to guide and inform staff who, in their official capacity, are making public
statements on behalf of Council, are representing Council at public events, or are attending
events in an official capacity.

2. DISCUSSION

There has been considerable work undertaken to date in responding to this Notice of Motion,
however further input is required from Councillors on the development of this draft policy prior to
it being presented to Council.

There is limited availability on Issues Briefing agendas to include this matter at present, and to
ensure a comprehensive and effective response is presented to Councillors for consideration, it is
recommended that the Council agree to ‘Notice of Motion 95 — Public Statements’ being deferred
to April 2020 for consideration.

3. CONSULTATION

Councillor Pearce, the mover of the Notice of Motion 95, has been consulted on this matter being
considered in February and March 2020.
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4, ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES
Nil.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS
Nil.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Nil.

7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 8 - We have confidence in decision making

Strategy 8.2 - Enable the community to participate in a wide range of engagement activities

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue - In providing this advice as the Author, |
have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue - In providing this advice as
the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

It is recommended that the Council agree to this matter being deferred to April 2020 for
consideration.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Report Authorised By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Attachments

Nil
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10.4 Proposed Sale of Council Property - 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin

SUMMARY: Coordinator Property Management, Angela Mitchell

This report is presented to recommence the process to sell 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin.
The property was previously sold, however the purchase failed to settle at the prescribed time.
This report recommends that Council gives notice of its intention to commence the statutory
process to sell this property by a public process.

RECOMMENDATION

1. That Council, being of the opinion that the property known as 1221 Mountain Highway,
The Basin identified as Lot 1 on TP 127632Q within Certificate of Title Volume 7733 Folio
098 (refer Attachment 1), is surplus to Council’s requirements:

a) Commence the statutory process, under section 189 of the Local Government Act
1989, to sell the property known as 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin identified as
Lot 1 on TP 127632Q within Certificate of Title Volume 7733 Folio 098 and, that under
section 223 of that Act, public notice of the proposed sale by a public process be given
in the Knox Leader.

b) Hears submissions in accordance with section 223(1)(b) of the Local Government Act
1989 and appoint the following Committee of Council comprising Cr , Cr
and Cr to consider submissions on Monday, 16 March 2020 at 5pm.

2.  That a further report be presented to Council following the conclusion of the statutory
process.

1. INTRODUCTION
At the Council meeting on 27 August 2018, Council resolved as follows:

‘That Council, having completed the statutory processes under section 189 and 223 of the Local
Government Act 1989 required to sell the property known as 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin
being Lot 1 on TP 17632Q within Certificate of Title Volume 7733 Folio 098:

1. Proceed with the sale of the land by public auction.

2. Authorises the Chief Executive Office to sign and seal all documents necessary to sell the land,
including any contract of sale and transfer of land documents.’

The property was auctioned on 13 April 2019, however the purchaser failed to settle at the
prescribed time.

As the statutory notice of Council’s intention to sell was undertaken over 12 months ago, it is best
practice that the statutory process of Council’s intention to sell this property be recommenced.
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2. DISCUSSION

The subject property at 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin comprises an allotment of 1,011.7m?
(approximately). It comprises a building which was occupied by The Basin Community House. The
property is zoned Neighbourhood Residential Zone 2.

2.1 Assessment against Criteria for Sale of Land and Buildings

In accordance with Council’s policy on the Sale of Land and Buildings, consideration will be given
to a number of criteria in order to ensure that the proposed disposal of this property is in the
community’s best interests prior to resolving to proceed with the public consultation process.

An assessment of these criteria follows:

ECONOMIC

Principle Council evaluation of surplus property will consider the value of the land
as well as the cost of retaining the land; ongoing maintenance, utilities
and any foregone revenue; as well as any potential return available from
use for alternative purposes.

Assessment Council previously provided an operational grant of $13,000 per annum
to the Community House and funds to maintain the land and the
buildings. The building has been assessed as being not fit for other
organisations’ usage due to its condition. There is minimal maintenance
currently being undertaken.

ENVIRONMENTAL

Principle Council will sell surplus land where retention will not enhance or protect
its environmental value.
Assessment 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin is located within the Dandenong

Ranges Buffer Area of biological significance, however the site itself is
not specifically identified.

Council’s Landscape Services has inspected the site and considers that
application of Environmental Significance (ESO) and Significant
Landscape Overlays (SLO) are appropriate.

PHYSICAL WORKS

Principle Council will sell surplus land where it is not required in the foreseeable
future for the development of new assets or the improvements of
existing assets.

Assessment The land is considered to have insufficient parking for alternative
community or commercial uses and would require renovations to suite
these purposes. Consequently, residential use is considered the most
appropriate use of the site.
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RECREATION

Principle Council will sell surplus land where it is not required in the foreseeable
future for recreational purposes.

Assessment 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin has not been identified in the Knox

Open Space Plan.

LAND USE PLANNING

Principle Council will sell surplus land where there are not compelling land use
planning grounds for retention.
Assessment There are no compelling land use planning grounds for the retention by

Council of 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin.

SOCIAL

Principle Council will sell surplus land where alternative social uses have not been
identified.

Assessment An assessment against Council’s affordable and social housing policy

indicates that this site is not suitable for the provision of social or
affordable housing due to its distance from activity centres, as well as its
limited development potential due to its Neighbourhood Residential
zoning.

2.2 Land Use Zoning

The zoning of 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin is Neighbourhood Residential Zone. The site is
also affected by the Environmental Significance Overlay - Schedule 3 (ESO3), the Design and
Development Overlay - Schedule 2 (DD0O2) and the Significant Landscape Overlay - Schedule 3
(SLO3) which relates to the ‘Dandenong Foothills: Lower Slope and Valley Area’.

The DDO2 applies a minimum subdivision area of 500m?. 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin has
an area of 1,011.7m? (approximately).

2.3 Method of Sale

The policy on the Sale of Land and Buildings provides that the sale will occur through a public
process unless Council resolves that circumstances exist that justify an alternative method of sale.

The policy also provides that the public process be selected from the options of public auction,
public tender or registration of expressions of interest and will be determined by the Chief
Executive Officer on recommendation from the Director of Corporate Services and be based on
achieving the optimum economic return to Council.

It is proposed that the method of sale, as previous, be through a public process, ie either a public
auction or through an Expression of Interest, to achieve an optimum economic return for Council
in this instance. Both of these processes allow for a transparent and public process irrespective of
who should purchase the land.
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3. CONSULTATION

Council will undertake a public consultation program in order to fulfil both its statutory and
community engagement obligations.

The consultative process covers the following measures:

e Pursuant to section 189 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council will place a public notice in
a newspaper, which is generally circulating within the municipality.

e The public notice will invite submissions on the proposal to sell the land.

e Submissions will be considered by Council pursuant to section 223 of the Local Government
Act 1989.

e Submitters have the opportunity to be heard in person, in support of any written submission
they make should they desire to do so.

e Following consideration of the Committee’s report, Council will then decide whether to
proceed with its proposal to sell the land.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL/AMENITY ISSUES

Application of the SLO3, DDO2 and ESO3 will continue to protect the Dandenong Foothills
landscape and the environmental significance.

Amenity issues, such as impacts on neighbouring properties and landscaping, will be considered as
part of any future planning permit applications.

5. FINANCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

The identification of 1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin as surplus to Council’s needs is in
accordance with the Sale of Land and Buildings Policy.

Council, at its meeting on 28 August 2017, resolved as follows in relation to the allocation of funds
from the sale of this property:

e Once-off funding up to an amount of $150K for furniture, fixtures and equipment; and

e Funding asset renewals, maintenance and Council’s operational and management costs over
the terms of the 20 year lease, estimated at $522,440.

If the sale does not realise the above commitment, Council will need to allocate funds from
general revenue.

A valuation will be obtained when a sale date has been set.

6. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

These are addressed in the assessment criteria set out earlier in this report.
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7. RELEVANCE TO KNOX COMMUNITY AND COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021
Goal 8 - We have confidence in decision making

Strategy 8.1 - Build, strengthen and promote good governance practices across government and
community organisations

8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council must
disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Author — Coordinator Property Management, Angela Mitchell - In providing this advice as the
Author, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

Officer Responsible — Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue - In providing this advice as
the Officer Responsible, | have no disclosable interests in this report.

9. CONCLUSION

1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin was auctioned on 13 April 2019, however the purchaser failed
to settle at the prescribed time.

It is therefore recommended that Council recommence the statutory process to sell
1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin identified as Lot 1 on TP 127632Q within Certificate of Title
Volume 7733 Folio 098, through a public process.

10. CONFIDENTIALITY

There are no items of a confidential nature in this report.

Report Prepared By: Coordinator Property Management, Angela Mitchell
Report Authorised By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Attachments

1.  Attachment1-1221 Mountain Highway, The Basin [10.4.1 - 1 page]
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11 Items for Information
11.1 ICT Capital Works Report

SUMMARY: Acting Manager Information Technology, Paul Barrett

The ICT Works Report shows projects on Council’s ICT Capital Works Program and indicates the
status of each project as at 15 January 2020.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council receive and note the ICT Capital Works Report, as at 15 January 2020.

1.INTRODUCTION

This report summarises Councils ICT Capital Works Program for the 2019/2020 financial year. The
aim of this report is to provide a regular and succinct status summary of each project over the last
month. The Capital Works Report, as of 15 January 2020 is attached in Confidential Attachment 1.

Highlights of the Works Report as at 15 January 2020 Include:

1242 - Website Channel Transformation

User Experience (UX) and Design stage tracking to completion in Feb 20. Finalising user testing to
validate and refine future website and intranet navigation and design with staff and community
involvement.

812 - Asset Management System

Contract Negotiations are near completion with preferred vendor. Strategic Procurement and
Knox Legal team are reviewing the updated response from preferred vendor on contract
departures. Implementation phase kick off slightly delayed, however Go Live milestones are
expected to be recovered.

1036 — HR System Enhancement

System testing for Work Package 2 is complete with identified defects to be resolved ahead of
User Acceptance Testing (UAT). UAT planning continued during December and a new project
resource commenced. The project is within budget and the revised timeline.

1034 - Business Intelligence

Implementation phase will kick off next month after Implementation Manager recruitment is
finalised.
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1031 - ICT Spatial Capability

Scope document approved by ICT Steering Committee 19-Dec-2019. Negotiations with IntraMaps
vendor continuing. IntraMaps and QGIS testing continuing.

Report Prepared By: Acting Manager Information Technology, Paul Barrett
Report Authorised By: Acting Director Corporate Services, Phil McQue
Attachments

1. ICT Status Report #9 [11.1.1 - 3 pages]
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12  Motions for Which Notice has Previously Been Given

13  Supplementary Items

14  Urgent Business

14.1 Urgent Business

14.2 Call Up Items

15 Questions Without Notice

16 Confidential Items
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