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Knox City Council

13 February 2026

Senator the Hon. Murray Watt

Minister for the Environment and Water
GPO Box 228

BRISBANE QLD 4000

By email: senator.watt@aph.gov.au

Dear Senator Watt
Subject: Investment in Flood Resilience and Stormwater Infrastructure in Knox

| am writing to seek your support for increased Federal Government investment in flood
mitigation and stormwater infrastructure across the Knox City Council. This request stems
from Councils endorsement of its Stormwater Asset Management Plan 2025 - 2035 which will
guide continuous improvement in stormwater asset management practices and outcomes.

Knox City Council has budgeted approximately $14m towards stormwater infrastructure
investment over the next four years and has plans for an additional $3.54 million investment in
funding across the next three years to implement asset renewal and maintenance improvements
as outlined in its Stormwater Asset Management Plan. However, these investments pale in
comparison to the current overall need to achieve targeted network performance, noting that
across Knox, 71% of Council’s drainage network within road reserves is operating at capacity
during a 1 in 5 year flood event occurrence, which emphasizes the lack of latency in Council’s
system.

Knox is experiencing ever-growing pressure on its drainage networks due to more frequent
and severe rainfall events, climate change impacts, and significant housing growth targets.
Many of our legacy stormwater assets that were built decades ago are now undersized for
current and future conditions, contributing to increased flood prone areas and reduced
community resilience.

To address these risks, Knox City Council is advocating for Federal Government funding
support to:

e Upgrade ageing and undersized stormwater/drainage infrastructure in known flood
affected locations;

¢ Invest in modern and climate resilient flood mitigation measures, including water
sensitive (green) urban design solutions;

e Support climate adaptation works that ensure the network can withstand more
intense rainfall events; and
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Council officers are committed to working collaboratively with both levels of government, but
the scale of investment required exceeds the resources available to local government alone.
Strategic, long-term funding is essential to safeguard the community and ensure Knox's
infrastructure is resilient to changing climate conditions and future growth.

We respectfully seek your advocacy within your government to prioritise and support
increased investment in flood resilience and stormwater infrastructure for Knox. Thank you
for your consideration. | would welcome any opportunity to provide further information or
discuss project priorities in detail.

A copy of Council’s Stormwater Asset Management Plan is available on Council’s website at
Stormwater Asset Management Plan | Knox.

Should you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact Matt Hanrahan, Manager
Strategic Infrastructure on 9298 8137 or via email on matthew.hanrahan@knox.vic.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Ploard)

Cr Paige Kennett
Mavyor
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